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THE 

PUBLISHER to the READER. 

IT Is very natural to think the reader would willingly be apprifed 
of two things relating to thefe Memoirs : Firft, how this curious 
manufcript came to light, considering the dark and deep fecrecy with 
which all things are tranfa&ed in the Inquifition. Secondly, how it 
came into the tranflator's hands. To fatisfy fuch a commendable cu- 
riofity, he is to be informed, that the manufcript was fent by the fe- 
cretary Of the Inqnifition at Bologna to the learned Signor Rhedi, 
keeper of the library of St* Mark at Venice, his intimate friend and 
correfpondent, with the whole account how the author was taken up* 
and fecured in the Inquifition, as the letter of the fecretary to the 
fame Signor Rhedi will (hew: which letter, as it contains a great many 
curidus particulars m the examination of the criminal, (for he was 
taken up as fuch, though nothing very material was proved againft 
Mm ; for which reafon, he received a more favourable treatment than. 
is generally believed to be cuftomary in that dreadful tribunal) fo it 
discovers no indirect practices of the Inquifition, but, oh the contrary, 
Jhews they proceed with a great deal of circumfpeclion within their 
walls, though all things are involved in impenetrable darknefs to thofe 
without. >% Befide, the fuceeffion of new popes, and, generally fpeak* 
ing, the change of other officers attending it, might make them be 
lels upon their guard, as the fecretary feems to hint in his letter. 
Neither is there any thing that^ might do him any harm, in cafe he 
were difcovered ; efpecially writing to a friend of his own communion, 
*nd a prieft, as Signor Rhedi was; which is likewife feen by the 
letter. 

As to the fecond Quaere, The manufcript came into the publisher's 
hands, by the means of the fame Signor Rhedi, who is an honour to 
hn church, profeffion, and country, and one of the mod learned and 
polite men in the world. He it not fo bigotted to his religion or pro- 
feffion, as to man the company of the Heretical Tramontani, a title 
the Italians generally give us, but loves and efteems a learned man 
though of a different perfuafion. One reafon for this may be, that he 
breathes a freer air at Venice, than they do in the other parts of Italv. 
The Inquifition has nothing to do in the Venetian territories. Though 
they are Roman Catholicks, the ftate admits of no tribunal indepen- 
dent of idTelf. Befides, as they are a trading people, their commerce 
obliges them to be civil to perlons of all perfuafions, efpecially Gran- 
gers. But of all others they fecm to have the greateft refpeft for the 
Englifh 7 whether it be on account of their power at fea, or their fran k- 
new in /pending their money, fo many of the Englifti nobility and 
gentry travelling that way; or from the candour and finccrity of oar 
nature/fo oppohte to the Italians, and therefore the more valued by 
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them : be that as it will, the publisher, who had feveral times made 
the tour of-' Italy, "\vas hot tfnty intimateTy'aequaiht^d; but had <&n- 
tra&ed a particular friendfhip with Signor Rhedi, as well on account 
of their mutual inclinations for learning and antiquity, as for feveral ' 
reciprocal obligations paffing between them. The laft time he was at 
Venice, which was in company of a perfon of the firft rank, who liked 
the place as well as he did ; he ftaid there upwards of fifteen months, 
during which time l^e had the opportunity of .enjoying .the conves- 
fiitlbn of His learned /rien'd, with as. much liberty, as if he had beam 
of the fame perfuafion. But the prefent of a gold repeating watch, 
with fome other of our Englifh curiofities, fo won his heart, that one 
day being together in the great library* he unlocks a little grate where 
he kept Jus rarities, and turning to me with a fmile— * Signor Inglefe^' 
fays he, holding a manufcript r in his hand, ' here" is fuch.a cimofity, 

* as, I am fure, you never faw, and perhaps never heard of ;»'tis the 
' life of a perfon who is now in the Inquilition at Bologna, taken from 
4 his own confeffion before the Inquifitors ; with the account of a country 

* in the heart of the vaft de farts of Africa, whofe inhabitants have lived 
' unknown to all the world upwards of three thou fa nd years, and inac- 

* cefllble to all the world, but by the way he was parried thither. The 
' Inquifitors are fo far perfuaded of the truth of it, that they have 
' promifed him his liberty, if he will undertake' to conduct fome mif- 

* fionaries the fame way, to preach the gofpel to a numerous people, 
' who, by his account, have the greate.il knowledge of natural religion 

* and polity of any heathen nation yet known, even beyond the . 
4 Chinefe. For my own part> 1 could. fcarce have believed it, had 
'not the fecretary of the fame Inquilition, who, you may be fure, 
' by his poft, is not a man to be irapofed upon, allured me of the 

* truth of it : nay, that he himfelf was prefent at his feizure andex- 

* amination, and fent me a copy of his life, which he was ordered 

* to give in by the Inquifitors ; with the whole account of the occafioa 
' and manner of his feizure. 9 . 

It feems he had lived fome time in Bologna inquality of a phyfician, 
under the name of Signor Gaudentio di Lucca, which he fays is his 
true name, and confirms it by the place of his birth,- the names of his 
parents, time of his captivity, &c. He had dropped fome words of 
feveral lirange fecrets he was matter of, with muttenngs of an unknown 
nation, religion, and cuftoms, quite new to the Italian ears; for which 
' reafon the Inquifition thought fit to feizehim, and, by ways and means 
made ufe of in that tribunal, obliged him to give an account of his 
whole life, which is the mod furpnfing I ever read. Here is the fe- 
cretary's letter, giving a fuccinft account of the whole affair. ' I have 

* added,' continued he, ' fome critical remarks in proper places, to 

* fhew that this account is not fo incredible as it may appear at firft 

* fight, and that it agrees with fome hints left us in the remains of 
' ancient hiflory. Befides, the man flands to the truth of it with a 
' ftedfaftnefs that is furprizing; He is a perfon of a very handfome 

* pre fence, well read, good fen fe, and, as it appears to the Inquifi- 

* tors, (who are nicejudges) of feemingly good morals. He profefTea 

* himfelf a zealous Roman-Catholick, and that he always was fo; 

* for which reafon, the Inquifitors are more civil to him than ordinary. 9 
He gives fuch a rational and circumftantial account of his adventures, 
thai I am of the fecretary's opinion, as to the truth of it. ' But/ 

added 
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added he, f I' won't foreftall the fatisfaclion you will find in the perufah* 
fo delivered the manafcript and the fecretary's letter into the publifher's 
hands, who running his eyes over it for fome time, was fo ftruck with 
the novelty of the thing, that he afked Signor Rhedi, whether he might 
not take a copy of it. He was anfwered, he could not permit thema- 
nufcript to be taken out of the library; nor could he, with fafety to 
himfelf, allow a ftranger, and of a different religion too, the liberty 
of flaying fo long in the library by himfelf, as the tranfcribing would 
take up. The publifher faid he might put what guards upon him he 
pleafed, provided he might but transcribe it. * No/ fays he, ' that's 

• inconvenient too ; but I will order one of my under-librarians I caa 

* confide in, to write you out an exa& copy, with the fecretary's let- 
' ter, and my own remarks, if you think them worth your notice ;* 
which he did mod faithfully; generoufly commanding the transcriber, 
at the fame time, 'not to take any thing of me for his pains. Thu* 
this curious manufcript came to hand, to the infinite fatisfaction of 
the publifher, and he hopes it will prove ho lefs to the readers, in the 
perufal of it. The character of Signor Gaudentio cannot be called 
in queftion ; nor is the publifher a per Ton fo little verfed in the nature 
and ways of the Italians, as to be impofed upon. The t ran flat ion from 
the Italian is as exa& as poffible. This is the previous account the 
publifher thought proper to give of thi3 affair. 

N. B. Great part of the matters treated of in thefe Memoirs, being 
tran faded in a Roman Catholick country, and among Roman Ca- 
tholicks, the reader mud not wonder, if they fpeakof their religion 
as if it were the only true one in the world. 

It will not be improper to admonifh the reader, not to difcredit 
immediately fome of the relations contained in thefe Memoirs ; but to 
fufpend his judgment till he has read Signor Rhedi's remarks; par- 
ticularly, when he comes to the origin and antiquity of the people 
the author fpeaks of. The learned will find in them fuch a vaft know- 
ledge in hiflory, and the moil intricate remains of antiquity, as will 
render them very well worth their notice. The fame Signor Rhedi 
told the publifher, he had enquired into what happened at Venice; 
particularly what the author mentions of Monfieur Godart, one of 
the mofl improbable parts of his adventures, and found the whole to 
be juft as he relates it. 

The publifher is fatisfied the reader will be extremely forry, as well 
as himfelf, for the lofs of fome fheets belonging to the middle part of 
this hiflory. How they came to be loft, he cannot tell ; but he fup- 
pofes, by the incivility of the cuflom-houfe officers at Marfeilles ; for 
they tumbled over his effects at a very rude rate, and while he had an. 
eye on other matters, they either took fome of the loofe fheets, or 
they dropped out in the tumbling; he was very much troubled when 
he came to mifs them in the courte of the tranflation. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

eiviNO 

AN ACCOTJNT OF THE CAUSES AND MANNER OF THE SEIZURE OF SlGKOft 
C AUDENTIO DI LUCCA, AND THE FIRST PART OF HIS EXAMINATIONS 

JN A IITTIR V ROM THE SZCftSTAfcY OF THI INQUISITION TO 8IGNOK ftHftPl. 



* SIR, 

THE prefent turn of f affairs which fills the heads of other people with intrigues 
of ftate, gives me an opportunity of returning my beft thanks, for the rich 
prefent you were pleafed to fend to* a perfon who was yours before by the ftrifteft ties 
of gratitude. The cabinet, with the other curiofities, came fafe to hand, and (hew, 
that whoever is fo happy, as to oblige Signor Rhedi, fows a feed which returns, a 
hundred fold. The poverty of our J profeffion, hinders me from being capable of 
making a fuitable return for your magnificent prefent; but nothing ought to take 
from me the defire of expreffing my acknowledgments. In teftimqny of it, and to 
mew that poverty itfelf may be grateful, I lend you by the bearer, the account of 
a man, whofe life has filled our Inquifitors with wonder and aftonifhment. He has 
been in the Inquifition at this place about two years: we have employed fell our en* 
gines to find out the truth of what he is, and can find nothing material againft him* 
unlefs it be the unheard-of account he gives of himfelf. Our firft Inquifitor has 
obliged him to write his own life, with all the particulars, as fuccin&ly as poffihle* 
adding threats withal, that, if we find him in a falfe ftory, it (hall be worfefor him. 
He tells us ftrange ftories of one of the moft beautiful countries in the world, in the 
very heart of the vaft defarts of Africa, inacceffible to all the world but by one 
way, which feems as extraordinary a*s the country it leads to. As you are a perfon 
of univerfal knowledge in antiquity, and an admirer of' curiofities of this nature, 
I fend you a copy of the maiiufcript, to have your opinion of it; and to give you 
as clear a notion of the man as I can, you muft know, that about three years before 
he was taken up by the Inquifition, he took a neat houfe at Bologna in quality of 
a phyfician, pafling through fome flight examination for form fake, and paying his 
fees as is cuftomary with Grangers. His name, as he fays, is Gaudentio di Lucca, 
originally of Lucca§, but born in Ragufa||. He is a tall, handfome, clean-built man, 
as you mail fee in a thoufand, of a very polite addreis, and fomething fo very en- 
gaging in his afpe£t, as befpeaks your favour at firft fight. He feems to be near 
fifty j he is a man of good fenfe and fine difcourfe, though his accent is not pure 
Italian, from his living, as he fays, fo long in foreign countries. He fpeaks almoft 
all the oriental languages, and has a very competent (hare of other parts of learning, 
as well as that of his profeflion. We fent to Ragufa and Lucca to enquire about him, 
but could not get the leaft information oA^js being known in thofe places. The reafon 
of which he has given in his life, as you Will fee ; only at Ragufa, fome people re- 
membered there had been a merchant of that name, about five and twenty or thirty 
years ago, who was either loft, or taken by pirates, and never heard of more. 
The Inquifition, as you know, Sir, has eyes every where, efpecially on ftrangers,; 

9 • 

* The Italian titles of IllkflriJJtmo, See. are left oat, as not ufed in onr language* 
•J* He either means the death of fome pope, or fome extraordinary crifii in the Romifb 
oconomy. 

The fecretary was a Dominican Friar; the Dominicans being mafters of the Inquifition, 

A little republick u) Italy. 

A republick in Da!natia* and tributary to the Turks. 



viii INTRODUCTION. 

wekept an eye upon him from his firft fettling at Bologna: but as we proceeded witi 
juftice as Veil as caution, tv^. could not difcover any fufficient reafon to take hid* 
up. His life was as regular as that of others of his profeflion, which he did not 
follow very clofely, but only for form fake, being chiefly confulted at his own houfe, 
on account of fome extraordinary fecrets he pretended to be mafter of^ without 
making any vilits but to ladies, with whom he grew in prodigious requeft. They laid 
lie ha4 a fweetnefs and eafe in converfation, that was almoft bewitching. This un- 
accountable fondnefs of the ladies pave us the firft fufpicion, left he mould inftil 
fome ill notions into that fex,fo credulous where they are fond, and fo incredulous 
where they diflike. He profeiTed hirnfelf a Roman Catholick; feeraed to have a 
competent knowledge, and even veneration, confidering he was aphyfician, for our' 
holy myfteries: fo we had nothing againft him on that account. We could not find 
that he wanted for money, though he lived rather genteelly than magnificently: we 
found on feveral occafions, that money, the idol ofother people, was the leaft of Ms 
care ; and that he had fome fecret fprings we could not fathom. His houfe was but 
decently, though compleatly, furnifhtdfor one of his rank* he kept two fervants 
in livery and a valet de chambre ; who, . being of this town, knew no more of him 
than we did. There was an elderly lady we thought had been his wife, but it proved* . 
fhe was not 5 a foreigner, for whom he feemed to have a great refpeft, and her * 
maid a foreigner alio 5 and an elderly maid-fervant of the town. We haye them 
all fecured in the Inquifition, though he does not know it. The lady has tlie re- 
mains of a wonderful fine face,'and an air of quality; fhe fpeaks a broken Italian, fo> 
that we can get very littie out of her, but what agrees with his account. I am con- 
fident you will rather be pleafcd with thefe particulars than think them tedious . There 
is fomething fo extraordinary in the man, I ought not to omit the leaft chcHUiftance j 
we had feveral confutations about him in our Inquifition, as well as our Leiger 
intelligences, but could difcover nothing of moment. ' We examined what inter- 
com rfe he had in other parts, by ordering the poft- mafter to fend us all his letters, 
which we could eafily open, and feal up again with the greateft nicety. But we 
found he had only two correfpondents, one pofltfled of a moderate income of about 
four thoufand crowns in the bank of Genoa ; the other a lady of your city of Ve- 
nice, whom we difcovered to be a celebrated courtezan, who fubferibes herfelf 
Favilla. We find by her laft letter, that he had given her very good advice, and 
perfuaded her to become a penitent; you'll oblige us if you will enquire what me is. 
Amorous intrigues not falling under our cognizance, we let him alone for f« me 
- time, having a perfon under our examination on fufpicion of being a Jew in mafque- 
rade, and a fpy from the Grand Signor, who kept ys employed for fome time. 
Jtefides, the good advice he gave the courtezan, and he being paft his prime, made- 
us lefs fufpicious of the ladies ; we fuppofed they had rfccourfe to him on account of 
fome female infirmities. Though the young ladies were moft fond of him, his be- 
haviour to them was more an endearing fweetnefs and courtefy, than love, with very 
little figns, at leaft he had the addrefs to conceal them, of more kindnefs for one 
than another. In fine, perfons of the beft rank, of both fexes, began to have a pro- 
digious liking for his company; he ftole upon them infenfibiy. As he increased in 
this good opinion, he opened nimlelf with greater freedom; he made no fhew at all 
at firft, more than a fineprelence and a polite addrefs: but after further acquaint- 
ance, they difcovered he was mafter of moft fciences, and (hewed a fuperior genius 
in any thing they could difcourfe of. We employed proper perfons to inhmiate 
themfelves into his good liking, and confuh him as a friend on feveral nice points ; 
but he had fuch a prefenceof mind, yet ap|*ared fo unconftrained in his dsicotirfe, 
trmt they owned themfelves novices in companion to him. If they talked of poli- 
ticks, he faid very judicioufly, it was not for men of his rank to meddle with atfairs 
of ftate, or examine what perfons did iff the cabinet. If of religion, he feemed to 
underftand it very well for one of his^yjtfeffion ; fo that nothing came from hiiu 
but what was confonant to the Cathoikk-Taiih ; cxpreffing on ail occaiions a great 
deference for the authority of the Church, But ft ill the more fagacious were per- 
fuaded fomething more than ordinary lay hid under that fpecions cover. At lenj 
talking one day with fome of our fpies about the cuftoms* of foreign count 
faid, he had met with a nation in one of the remoteft parts of the world, who, 
they were Heathens, had more knowledge- of the law of nature and c< 
ralitvj than the moft civilised Christians. This vas immediately c< * 
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explained as a reflexion on the Chriftiaivreligion. Another time, as he had a great 
knowledge in philofophy, he dropt fome words as if lie had fome (kill in judiciary 
aftrology; which you know, Sir, is a capital crime with us. We were as 
good as refolved to feize him, when we were determined to it by the following ac- 
cident. Two of the moft beautiful women in all Bologna had fallen in love with 
him, either on account of the handfomenefs of his perfon, or, by a whimficalnefs pe- 
culiar to fome v women, becaufe he. was a ftranger, or thinking he might keep their 
fecrets better under the cloak of being a phyfician; or, in fine, drawn in by fome 
love potion or other, we cannot tell} but the matter grew to fuch a height, that on 
his /hewing more diftinguifhing favour to one of them, as it is natural lor our wo- 
men to be violent in their jealoufy, as well as love, the other, to be revenged, faid he 
Jiad bewitched her; which me' was Aire of, for that, iince the very firft time (he faw 
him, ftie thought there was fomething more in him, than ever (he faw in any man 
in her life. Befides, (he faid, (he had often found him drawing circles an4 figures 
on paper, which to her looked like conjuration. Her friends immediately informed 
our fathers of it; fo we relblved to feize him, if it were but to find out his fecrets, and 
fee what the man was. There was another realbn induced us to it, which the world 
will hardly believe, though it is matter of faft: that is, we were afraid, the man 
would be ajTaffinated by fome fecret means or other, for being fo great with our 
ladies; fo,to favejiis life, and not lofe the difcoveries we expected from him>it was 
determined he mould be feized immediately. Accordingly, I was deputed, with 
three under-officers, to do the bufinefs, but with all the caution and fecrecy ufual in 
fuch cafes. It was done about midnight, when we had watched one of the two ladies 
he favoured moft, into his houfe. We went in a clofe coach, and myfelf and one of 
the officers (topping at the door, as foon as the fervant opened it, ftepped in, telling 
him what we were, and charging him, at his peril, not to make the leaft noife.,- 
The fervants being Italians, and knowing the confequence of , the leaft refin- 
ance, (lood as mute as fifties. We immediately went into the inner parlour, and, 
contrary to our expectation, found our gentleman, the young lady with her gover- 
nante, and the elderly lady that belonged to him, fitting very decently at an elegant 
collation of fruits and fweetmeats, brought, asW fuppofed, by the fair lady as a 
prefent. At our firft appearance, he feemed more furprized than terrified; as we 
make no ceremonies in thofe cafes, we told»him our errand, and commanded him to 
come along with us without the leaft refiftance, or elfe it mould be worfe for him. 
Then we turned to the young lady, whole friends and perfon we knew, and told her 
we wondered to find her in fuch company, at fuch unfeafonable hours; but on ac- 
count of her friends, would not meddle with her, but bid her, for her own fake, as 
fhe tendered her life and honour, neVer to take the leaft notice of the affair. She 
trembling, and ready to faint away, after fome hefitation, was able to fay, that (he 
was come to confult about her health ; that (he brought her govemante along with her 
to take off all fufpicion, and as (he was mrftrefs of herfelf and fortune, it' was not 
iinufual for perfons of her rank to \g out at that time, conikiering the heat of the 
feafon. She had (carce pronounced thefe words, when (he fell direclly into a fwoon. 
Her governante having things proper for fuch occafions, revived and comforted her 
as well as (he could. But when we were going to take the gentleman along with us, 
the elderly lady, to whom we fuppofed he had told his misfortunes, inftead of falling 
into fits, flew at us like a tigrefs,' with a fury I never faw in any human creature 
in my life; tearing at us with her nails and teeth, as if (he had been in the moft rag- 
ing madnefs. We, not accuftomed to refiftance, confideringour character and cloth, 
and lhe a woman, were almoftmotionlefs, when the fervants at the noife came up. 
We commanded them, in the name of the Inquifition, to feize her; the gentleman in- 
terpofed in our favour, faying fome words to her in an unknown language, which he 
allured us, were to beg her to be pacified, as (he tendered his life as well as her own ; 
then the violence of her paffion turned another way, and threw her into the ftrongeft 
convulfions I ever faw. By this time the other two officers were come up, wonder- 
ing at djtt* dfelay. and to find refiftance againft the officers of the Inquifition. The 
M*MiliiAA*i4& sftetoming fubmiflion, rather than fear, yielded himfelf a prifoner, 

ia- ^* ~ JtnV&dden tranfports of a perfon unacquainted with our 
ler. depended on his. That (he was a Periian lady of 
yby great misfortunes, who had oncefaved his life, 
»•* • B ' a* 
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as he had been afterwards mftrumental in faying Her's. That (he was difpofed to turn 
Chriilian, with intention, after fome time, to end her days in a convent. That for 
his own part, relying on his innocence, he readily fubmitted to our authority, and of- 
fered lumfelf to be carried wherever we pleated ; he uttered all this with an air of 
cohflancy that was furpriziug. We immediately took him into the coach, leaving 
two of the officers with the elderly lady, and commanding them and the gentleman's 
iervants not to ftir out of the room till further orders. As foon as we arrived at the 
Inquifition, we lodged him in a handfome ftrong room ; not fo much like a criminal, 
as tike a perfon for whom we had Come refpect. There we left him to his own 
thoughts, and returned to his boufe to feize the elderly lady and his papers, having 
dlfmiued the young lady and her governante before. I forgot to tell you, that 
Signor Gaudentio, by our permiflion, had (poke to the elderly lady coming out of 
her fits in Italian, (for we would not let him fpeak to her in the unknown language, 
tor fear of a combination) and with much pains made her underfhnd, that he begged 
her by all that was dear, to fubmit to whatever we fhould enjoin her j alluring her by 
that means all would be well for her fafety and his own : which laft words feemed 
to give Jfome calm to her tempeituous fpirits. You may believe, Sir, we were much 
fm prized at the novelty of the thing, and the account ne gave of her quality. But 
as we often meet with falfe ftories in our employment, that did not hinder us from 
doing our duty. So I took her by the hand with a great deal of refpect, and put her 
into the coach between myfelf and my companion; not without apprehenuons of 
ibme extravagant follies, confidering the violence of her temper j but (he continued 
pretty fedate, only feemed to be overwhelmed with grief. We brought her to the 
Inquifition, and lodged her in a very handfome apartment feparate from the convent, 
on account of her fex; with two waiting- women to attend her with all refpect, till we 
were better apprized of the truth of her quality. This obliged me to take another 
journey to Signor Gaudentio's houie, to fecure his papers, with whatever elfe might 
contribute to further our difcovery . I found all things in the fame order I left them ; 
but being extremely fatigued, 1 &t down to the elegant collation that was left, and 
after a fmall repaffc, went to bed in his houfe, to have the morning before us for fe- 
curing his effects. I fealed up- all the papers I could find, to examine them at more 
]eifure; took an inventory of all the moveables, that they might be reftored to him 
in cafe he was found innocent ; and fent for a proper officer to remain in the houfe, 
who was to be refponfible for everything. Tnere were two little cabinets of cu- 
rious workmanfhip; one of them, as it appeared, belonged to him, the other to the 
frrange lady; but being full of intricate arawers or tills, we took them both along 
with us. Thefe and the papers we delivered to the head Inquifitors, not being 
willing to proceed in either of their examinations, till we had got all the light we 
could, to find out the truth, for that was all our aim ; then we could tell what courfe 
to take with them. We placed two cunning lay-brothers, in the nature of Jervants, 
for Signor Gaudentio, who were to infinuate themfelves into His favour by their 
kind offices, conjpaflionatiue his misfortunes, sjhd advifmg him todifcover the whole 
truth, in the account of his life, quality, profeflion, opinions, and, in fine, whatever 
articles he was to .be interrogated on, to confefs ingenuoufly what he knew: that 
that was the only way to find favour at the hands of the Inquifitors 5 that they par- 
doned almoft all faults on a fincere confeflion, and an affurance of amendment. I 
vifited him myfelf feveral times before his examination, and gave him the fame ad- 
vice and aiiurauce; he promifedme faithfully he would, and feemed fo fteadj and 
confirmed in his own innocence, with fuch an agreeable, yet fincere way in his dif- 
cQurfe, as really -fur prized me, and caufed me already to be prejudiced in his fa* 
vour; adding with a fmile, that the hiftory of his life would adminifier morecaufe 
of wonder than indignation. Not to be too particular, the chief of the Inquiutioii, 
with raylelf along with them, fet to the fcrutiny of his papers: we examined them; 
with all the care nnaginable,but could find nothing to ground any material accufa- 
tion, except fome imperfect memoirs of the cuftoms of a country and people unheard 
of to us, and I believe to all the world befide, with fome odd characters, or words, 
which had no affinity with any language or characters we ever faw. We difcovered 
he had a gnat knowledge in natural philofophy, with fome remarks that were very* 
curious. There was a rough draught of a map of a country, with towns, rivers* 
lakes, &c< but no climate marked down* In fhort, all his papers contained nothing 

but 
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but fomc fmall Sketches of philofophy and phyfick, with fome pieces of poetry of an 
uncommon tafte. Neither could we find any footfteps of judiciary aftrology , or cal* 
dilations of nativities, of which we had the greateft fufpicion ; only a pair of globes, 
a fet of mathematical instruments, charts of navigation, forms of unknown trees 
and plants, and fuchirke.things, as a!l gentlemen who delight; in travelling are cu- 
rious to have. There were indeed fome lines, circles, fegments of circles, which wo 
fuppofed the informing lady meant ; but looked like an attempt to iind out the lon- 
gitude, rather than 1 any magical fchemes; *His books were of the fame natiurej no- 
thing of herefy that we could fee, but fuch as belonged to a man of learning. There 
were fevera! common books of devotion, Rich as are approved by our church, and 
feemed pretty well ufed; by v which we judged him to be really a Catholick, and a 
perfon of no bad morals. . But as nothing looks fo like an honeft man as a knave, 
this did not take away all our fufpicion. When we came to open the cabinets, ill 
the firft of them, which belonged to him, we found in one of the drawers about four 
hundred and fifty Roman crowns, with other 4rnall money, and fome foreign coin 
along with it, as Turkifh fequms, and fome we knew nothing of* The fum not 
being vciy extraordinary, we could conclude nothing from thence. In another 
drawer we found feveral precious 'ftones, fome fet, fome unfet, of a very great value; 
fo far from being counterfeit, that we never faw any fo brilliant. Befides, feveral 
pieces of native gold, of fuch finenefs, as nothing with us can come up to it. In a 
third, we found a fmall heap of medals moft of gold, but of an unknown ftamp and 
antiquity. There were outlandifh ftones of odd figures enough, which to others 
might look like talifmans, but we took them for fome out-of-the-way curiofities* 
In a private drawer in the centre of the cabinet, there was fomething wrapt up in a 
piece of green filk of wonderful finenefs, all embroidered with hearts and hands 
joined together, wrought in gold with prodigious, art, and intermixed with different 
flowers, unknown in our part of the world; in the midft of it was an azure ftone, as 
large as the palm of one's hand, fet round with rubies of very great value, on which 
was moft artfully painted m miniature, a woman at length,, holding a little boy in 
her left hand; the moft beautiful creature that ever eyes beheld ; clad lrkewife in 
green (ilk fpangled with golden funs: their complexion was fomething darker than 
that of bur Italian ladies; but the features, efpecially the woman's, lb uncommonly 
beautiful as if ihe had been of another fpecies. Underneath was engraved with a 
diamond in a modern hand*-—' §*uefln foU? You may be fure, Sir, this raifed our ' 
ideas of the man: at firft, we thought he had the fecretof the philofophcr's ftone; 
but in ad his inventory we could find no implements of that art. Then we thought 
he muft have been fome famous pirate, or one who had robbed the cabinet of fome 
great prince, and was come to live at Bologna in that private manner, under thedif- 
guife of a phyfician. But having been three years in the town, if it had been any 
European prince, the world would have had an account of it before now; Co we 
concluded that either what he faid of that unknown country was true, or that he 
had robbed fome of theEaftern princes , and got off clear with his prize. But the picture 
of the woman made us incline to think he had married fome Outlandifh queen, and 
on her death had retired with his effects. The reft of the drawers were full of 
natural curiofities of foreign plants, roots, bones of animals, birds, infects, &c. from 
whence very likely he took Ins phyfical fecrets. The other cabinet, which belonged 
to the elderly lady, was very rich, but nothing equal to the firft; there were a great 
many fmall jewels, and fome very fine pearls, with bracelets, pendants, and other 
curious ornaments belonging to women; and a little picture of a very handfome man 
about thirty, nothing Kke our gentleman, in a warlike drefs, with a Turkifh fey* 
mitar by his fide, who by his mien feemed to be a man of note. But we could find 
nothing that could give us any knowledge what they were ; fo that we were at a lol's 
with afi our fagacity what to think of the matter, or to find any juft caufe to keep 
them in the Inquifition t for though we do not difcover our motives to other people, 
we never proceed againft any one but on very ftrong fufpicion s. On which account we 
were refoived to make his confinement as eafy as poflible, till we could fee further 
into the affair. We bad thoughts of examining the woman firft, to get what we could 
from her to interrogate him upon; but (he not understanding Italian enough, we 
font to Venice with our accuftomed privacy, for fome of your people, that trade to the 
Levant, to be our interpreters. In the mean time wercfoive4 to try what we could 
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get out of him by his own confeffion ; fo we fcnt for him before us 1 . He came into 
the room with a modeil unconcernednefs, that rather argued wonder than fear: we 
had the cabinet and jewels all before us, (hewed them to lum all together, with the 
inventory of his goods, alluring him they mould be forth-coming, in cafe we were 
apprized of his innocence ; but withal advifing him, as well as commanding him to 
confefs the truth, and then not a hair of his head mould be touched. But if ever 
we caught him in a falfe ftory, all mould be confiscated, and he never fee fun or moon 
more. He allured us with great refpeft, he would own the truth to every thing we 
mould interrogate him about, in an accent that would have perfuaded any one of 
his fuicerity, humbly defiring to know what accufations we had againfihim. We 
anfwered, that was not the method of the Inquiiition; but that he mould anfwer di- 
rectly to our interrogatories. As the holy office chiefly concerns itfelf about religion, 
we ajked him rirft, what religion he was of. The reafon of this was, becaufe, though 
he profefled himfelf a Catholick, we were to keep up the forms : neither did we. 
know but that he might be fome Jew or Turkifti fpy in mafquerade: then his name; 
} place of his birth; where he was educated ; how he came by thole jewels ; what was 
the oecafion of his fettling at Bologna; who that elderly lady was; in fine, every 
thing in general and particular we could think of at firft, the better to compare his! 
anfwers afterwards. He told us he was a Catholick bred and born; always pro- 
fefled himfelf fuch; and in that faith would live and die, let what would happen tcj 
him. He explained himfelf on the chief heads, to mew that he was well inftrucled 
in his religion: he appealed to all the enquiries we could make, whether he had not 
behaved as a Catholick on all occafions, naming a Capuchin in the town, who was 
his father confeflbr; to whom, he faid, he gave leave to declare all he knew on that 
head. As to his name, he faid, his true name was Gaudentio di Lucca, though born 
at Ragufa. That his father was a merchant trading to the Levant; which emplpy- 
ment he defigned to follow himfelf; but in his firft voyage was taken by an Al- 
gerine pirate, who carried him a (lave to Grand Cairo, and fold him to a merchant, 
of what country no body knew; which merchant took him along with him, through 
the vaft defarts of Africa, by a way he would defcribe to us if we required it, till he 
came to a country, perhaps the mod civilized and polite in the whole univerfe. In 
that country he lived near rive and twenty years, till on the death of his wife, and 
his only furviving fon, whofe pictures were in that cabinet, the melancholy difafter 
made him induce his father-in-law, who was the merchant that had firft bought 
him, to take another journey to Grand Cairo, from whence he migjit be able to re- 
turn to his native country. This the merchant, (for he patted for fuch, though he 
was a great ruler in his own country) complied with v but happening to come thither 
when the plague raged in the city, his father-in-law and feveral of his attendants 
died of it; leaving him heir to mod of his effects, and part of the jewels we faw be- 
fore us. That being now entirely at liberty, he returned in a French fhip trading 
from Marfeilles to the Levant, the matter's name Francois Xavier Godart, who by 
agreement was to land him at Venice; but touching at Candy, they accidentally 
f ived the life of that elderly laay, and brought her off along with them, for which 
they were purfued by two Turkim vefTels, and carried pri Toners to Conftantinople, 
but releafed by the order of the fultanefs mother. That Monfieur Godart was well 
known at Venice; particularly by Signor Corridani, an eminent merchant there, 
who could allure us of the truth of what he faid. That, in fine, having (laid fome 
time at Venice, to fee the curiofities and the carnival, an affair relating to the young 
lady we faw with him, when he was feized, and the love he had for learning, Bo- 
logna being a famous univerfity, induced him to fettle there, where he prefumed we 
had been very well informed of his behaviour ever fince. .< This,* faid he, ' is 
? the molt fuccincl account I can give to your Reverences, on the interrogatories you 

* have propofed to me; though my life has been chequered with fuch a variety of 

* incidents, as would take a great deal of time to defcend to particulars.' We looked 
at one another with fome furprize at this ftrange account, which he delivered with 
fuch an air of iteadinefs, as fcarce left any room to doubt of the truth of it. How- 
ever, our fuperior turning to him, faid—' Signor Gaudentio, we neither believe, 
f nor disbelieve, what you tell us; as we condemn no man without a full convic- 

* tion of his cri-ne, fo we are not to be impofed upon, by the accounts' people may 
f give of them&lves. What is here before us, mews there is fomething extraordinary 

* in the cafe. If we find you to be an iropoftor, you ftiall fuffer as fuch ; in the mean 
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* time, till we can \>e better informed, we enjoin you to give in your whole Ijfe, 

* with all occurrences, except your private fins, if you have any ,to writings which 

* you (hall read to us, and be crofs-examined, as we think proper. It will concern 

* you therefore to be very exact; for nothing will pafs here but innocence, or a fin* 
< cere repentance.* 

This, Sir, is the manufcript I fend you, given in by himfelf as ordered j with the 
Inquifitors interrogatories as we examined it, article by article. Which interroga- 
tories I have inierted as they were propofed, with a further account at the end, for 
the better clearing of the whole. We beg you to inform yourfelf of the facts , which 
his memoirs fay happened to him at Venice, particularly^ about Mod lieu r Godart. 
Beiides, Sir, you that can trace all the branches of ancient hiftory to the fountain 
head, are able to form a better judgment of the probability of his relation. He is 
ftill in the Inquifition, and offers himfelf to conduct feme of our milfionaries, t« 
preach the Goipel to thofe unknown people. The length of this on|y gives me 
Jeave to aifure you, that I am with the greateft efteem imaginable, bir, &c. 

Jwr^VAi. F.ALISIDDEST. IVORJO. 
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SIGNOR GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA* 



^ f *\^/*V Should be infenfible, re- Ragufa, where I was born j both which 

^ Jp vereiid Fathers, if I were places are not fo far off, but they may 

\ I <T not highly concerned to be very well known to your Reverences. 

£ j- £ find myfelf under any ac- My father's name was Gafparino di 

<*#*^ cufation before this holy Lucca, heretofore a merchant of fome 
tribunal, which I' revere note in thofe parts . My mother was a Cor- 
with all the powers of my foul : but ef- fican lady, reported to be defcended from 
pecially if your Reverences ihould har- thofe who had been the chief perfonages 
bour any finifter opinion of my religion; in that ifland. My grandfather was 
for I was born and bred up m the bo- likewife a merchant: but my great grand- 
fom of the moil holy Catholick church, father, Bernardino di Lucca, was a fol- 
as well as my parents before me; in the dier, and captain of the great Venerio's 
defence of which my anceftorsfpent part own galley *, who was general for the 
of their blood, againft the infidels, and Venetians in the famous battle of Le- 
enemies of our faith j and for which faith panto againft the Turks. We had a 
I am ready to lay down my life. But I tradition in our family, that he was Ve- 
am as yet a Granger to your Reverences, nerio's ton by a Grecian lady of great 
and on feveral accounts may be liable to quality, fome fay defcended from the Pa- 
fufpicion . Wherefore, I blame not the leologi, who had been emperors of Con- 
juftice of your proceeding, but rather ffantmople. But (he dying in childbed, 
extol your goodnefs in allowing me the and they having been only privately map- 
liberty to clear myfelf, by a true and fin- ried, Venerio bred him up as the fon of a 
cere declaration of my whole life,wherein, friend of h is who was killed in the wars. 
I own, liave happened feveral aftoniihing That famous battle, in which the Chrif- 
and almoft incredible occurrences ; all tians and Venerio got fo great renown 
which I lhall lav before your Reverences, againft the Turks, wftead of raifing my 
according to the commands impofedon great grandfather's fortune^ was theoc- 
rat, with the utmoft candour and (in- cation of his retiring from the wars, and 
cerity. < turning merchant. The reafon was 
My name is Gaudentio di Lucca *. I this s Venerio the Venetian admical had 
was to called, becaufe my anceftors were cauied a Spanim captain to be hung up 
faidto be originally of that place; though at the yard-arm for mutiny f ; which 
they had been fettled for fome time at fevere difcipline fo difpleatod Don John 

•f 

• Tfcis cart of the account is certainly true; there was fuch s captain In the lift of the 
officers in tnat famous battle* 

f It is likewlfe true, that there was fuch a qu arret between Don John of Auftrla, f f 

pacrsliJBroo, sad Venerio, admiral of the Venetian galliei j which bad Ukc to have 1 



16 GAt/DENTIO DI LUCCA. 

ef Auftrfe? gtnfraliflimo of the ifrhole *lian;'Turk%, PerfianJ anoT Arabian, 
ifcet, that, after the battle, the Vene- or rather a jargon of all languages toge- 
tians, to appeafe Don John, and not to be * ther. He icarce ever'fpoke to us but in 
thrived of the fuccours of the Spaniards that language, faying, we might learn 
.againft the Tu rks> were forced to facri- Latin from our mailers, and our mother- 
•* £c. Venerio's honour to the refentment tongue from our play- fellows. The 
. of #e Spaniards, and put him out of fame reafon induced him to fend me to 
com'miflion*. After this difgrace, Ve- the famous univerfity of Paris, to learn 
nerio retired ; and my great grandfather, French at the fame time with my other 
whofe fortune depended on. his having ffudies. I lived in the College desQuatre 
been bred up to the fea, turned merchant, Nations, and maintained my theies of 
or rather privateer agamft the Moors j universal phtloibphy under the celebrated 
and, with the' Knights of Malta, not Monfieur Du Hamel, who was one of 
only did great fervice againft them, the firft in the univerfity who decried 
but made a confiderable fortune in the Ariftotle's philofophy, and leaned to- 
world, wards the- opinions of Defcartes . 

Put, to return to rnyfelf :.ray father [Secretary. Here the inquifitors mut- 

laving a plentiful fortune, took particu- tered a little, fearing he was inclined 

far care of the education of his children. to the Copernican fyftem, which lias 

He had only two fons, 6f whom I was been condemned at Rome. But, finc« 

the youngeft ; and a daughter, who died it regarded philofophical matters only} 

young.- JPindingl had-a great inclina- • they pafled it pver.] • 

tion to learning, he promoted it, by pro- I was entering into my nineteenth year, 

viding me with the ,-beir matters, till I and had fome thoughts of taking to the 

was fit to go to the univerfity. The church, when my brother wrote me the 

knowledge of languages being of great melancholy account of my father and 

jufe as well as ornament to young gen- mother's death, and the unfortunate oc- 

tlemen, he himfelf, by way of recrea- cafion of it j which in ftiort was, that 

tion, taught me that mixed language having loft his richeft (hip, with all his 

called Lingua Franca, fo neceflary in effects, by pirates, and his chief fa£tor 

-caftei'ii countries. It is made up of Ita- at Smyrna being gone off, his other cor- 

the whole Chrifti an fleet at variance together, before the battle, and ruined the hopes of 
all Chriftendom. The occafion was, as he relates it;' Don John, as general! fiimo, view- 
ing the whole fleet before the fight, and rinding, the Venetian galiies too thinly manned, or- 
dered four thoufand Spaniards to be put on board the faid galiies. But one Mutio Tpr- 
tona, a Spanilh captain, proving mutinous, after a great many injurious words, came to 
blows with the captain of the Venetian galley where he was; upon which the whole fleet fell 
to it. Venerio, hearing the uproar, fent his own captain to fee what was the matter; but 
the proud Spaniards treated him no better than they did the reft j fo that Venerio himfelf 
was forced to come to appeafe them} but feeing the Spanifti captain perfiftin his mutinous 
.temper, and the affront he had put upon his captain, who was reported to be his ion, or- 
dered Tortona and his enfign to behungat the yard-arm. At this all the Spaniards in the 
fleet were up in arms, and threatened to cut the Venetians to pieces; but, by the interpo- 
fifion of the other generals, the matter was made up till after the fight ; when Venerio, 
who had behaved with incomparable valour, and, according to Don John's own confeflibti. 
was the chief occafion of the victory, to appeafe the haughty Spaniard, had his commlifion 
taken from him, and was recalled by the fenate. 

* It was f ufcarini, who w*s made general of the Venetians in Venerio's ftead. 

Every one who is the lead acquainted with hfftory, knows that the battle of Lepanto was 
the grcateft lea -fight that ever was fought between the Chrifttans and Turks } and the vic- 
tory on the Christians fide the moft fignal. The Spanifii gailies were commanded by D6n 
John of Auftria, generaii fiimo : the Pope's gailies by the famous 'CoUifma : the Genoefe 
by old Doria, who had gained fo much renown againft the Turks and French, under Charles 
V. the Venetians byrhe grear Venerio* one of/ the br-aveft foldiers of his time. HaJy the 
Turk, "great bafia of the lea, was (lain, and almoft all the Turkifh commanding officers 
killed or taken. 'Among/*: the prifoners, were Haly's two fons, nephews to the Grand 
Signior. Of the comm/fa foldiers of the Turks, were (lain two-and-th'yty thoufand : a 
hundred and forty-one <fi the enemies gailies. were taken, forty funk or burnt} or* galliots,* nd 
other fmail vefTels were taken about fixty. Vide the Turkifh hiftory, and other accounts 
of this famous battle, and the whole affair as is there related* Tne battle was fought on 
the 7th of O&ober X£7i» / 

refpondents 
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leijxmdents came* upon him thick 5 and 
not being in a condition to anfwer their 
calls, it threw htm and my mother into 
a deep melancholy, which morttned 
-their days, bath dying in three weeks of 
one another. My brother told me he 
was not able to maintain me longer at 
the univerfity, as before $ hot acquainted 
me, hehadmadeamifttofitoutafmall 
veflcl, wherein he had put his all $ and 
invited me to join the fraall portion that 
fell to my mare along with him, with 
which, he (aid, we could make a pretty 
gdod bottom j and fo retrieve the mat- 
tered fortune of our family* Not to be 
'too prolix, I followed his advice s he fold 
his houfe and gardens to pay his father's 
creditors, and put what was left, toge- 
ther with my little ftock, into that unror*. 
' tunate bottom. We fet fail from Rs> 
gufa the third of Maxch 9 'A*noD9M.tS%t t 
v*ry inaufpfcioufty for my dear brother, 
as will appear by the fecrael. We touch- 
ed at Smyrna* to fee if we could hear 
any thine of my father's factor: and 
were toM, that ne was turned Turk, 
and gone off, rery magnificently dreflfed 
up in borrowed feathers,, to fettle at 
Conftantinople; however, we picked up 
fometbing of fome honcft ChritHan mer- 
chants, with whom he had lodged a part 
of his efit&s» This encouraged us to 
proceed to Cyprus and Alexandria; but* 
•as we were purfuin^ our voyage one 
morning, in a prodigious fog*' as if the 
lea was fatal to our family, we fpied on 
a fudden two Algerine rovers bearing 
down upon us, one on each fide.' We 
had fcarce time to clear our little veflel, 
when they fired upon us, and called to 
US to ftrike, or we were dead men. Mv 
brother and I, conmlering that our ail 

• was at ftake, and that we had better die 
honourably than be made (laves by thofe 

-unbelieving mifcreants, called up our 
men, who were but twenty-three m alt, 
t>f whom five were young gentlemen. 

-who had engaged to try their fortune 
along with us* We were armed only 
with fwords, and piftols under our gii> 
dies. After a fhort confutation, it was 
agreed to fight it out to the laft man ; 
and we tamed back to back to make 
head againft both fides, my brother in 
the middle of oue. tank, and m vfclf In 
the other* The enemy boardea us in 

* great numbers* looking on us as mad- 

' men to pretend to make any refinance j 

•but they were foon made to leap .back, 

at Icaft att that wen able* for being clcie 
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up with them, and they crowded toge- 
ther, we fired our piftols fo luckily, that 
fcarce one mined doing execution. See- 
ing them in this Confufion, We made a 
pufli at them on each fide, fHll keeping 
our ranks, and drove the remainder 
headlong off the decje. This we. did 
twice before any of our men dropt. We 
were grappled fo clofe, they had no ufe 
of their cannon or muueets, and fcarce 
thought of firing their piftols at us, ex- 
pecting we would yield immediately, or 
to have borne us down with their weight. 
I am more particular in describing this 
petty fight, fince there are but few ex- 
amples where a handful of men made 
fuck a long refiftance. The arch -pirate* 
who was a ftout* well-built, young man, 
raged like a lion, calling his men a thou- 
fand cowards, fo loud, that his voice was 
heard above all the cries of the foldiers. 
The edge of their fury was a little abat- 
ed after the dropping of fo many men $ 
and they began to fire at fome diftance* 
which did us more harm than their molt 
furious attacks. My brother, feeing his 
men begin to drop in their turn, order- 
ed me to face the one (hip, while he with' 
his rank leaped in amomjft the enemies 
in the other* He did it with fuch a noble 
intrepidity, that he made a gap among 
the tnickeft of them immediately. But 
their numbers clofing together, their very 
weight drove him back in fpite of all he 
could doj and he loft feveral Of his men 
before he could recover his poft. The 
enemy would neither board us, nor leave 
us j but firing at us continually, (UJ1 
killed fome of our men. There were 
now only eleven of us left j and no hopes 
of victory, or of quarter after fuch ob- 
ftinate refiftance. They durft not come 
to a clofe engagement with us for all this; 
when my brother, to die as honourably 
as he could* once more leaped into the • 
pirate's (hip, and feeing their captain in 
the midft of them, made at him with all 
his might, calling on the few he had left 
to fecond him* He foon cut his way 
through; but jtift as he was coming up 
to him, a* cowardly Turk clapt a pmol 
*tift below his two moulder blade*, and, 
t believe, mot him quite through the 
heart, for he dropped down dead on the 
foot* The Turk that (hot hiitt was run 
through the body by oiie of our men, 
and hehitafelf, with the others that were 
left, being quite overpowered, were all 
cut in pieces. I had yet four men, left 
oa my fide againft the leflcr ihip, »' " 

C 



i 



x3 



GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA. 



had - till then kept off the enemy from . 
hoarding* but the pirates giving a great, 
fhout at my brother's fall, the captain 
of the fhip I was engaged with, who was 
tfie arch. pirate's brother, cried out to his 
crew, that it was a fhame to Hand all day- 
firing at Ave men j and leaping on my 
deck, made at me*like a man of honour, 
with his piftol fteadilytpoifed in his hand. 
I met him with equajgrefolution. He 

- came boldly up within Sword's length, 
and fired his piftol directly at my face; 
he aimed his fhotfo well, that one of the 
balls went through my hair, and the 
other grazed the fide of my neck. But 
before he could fecond his fhot, I gave 
him luch a iiroke with my broad fword, 
between the temple and the left-ear, that 
' it cut through part of his fkull, his cheek- 
bone, and going crofs his mouth, almoft 
levered the lower part of his face from 
the upper. I had juft the fatisfattion.to 
fee him fall, when a mufket ball went 
through the brawny part of my. rjght- 
arm, and, at the fame time, a Turk hit 
me juft in die nape of the neck with the 
butt end of his mufket, that I fell down 
flat on my face, on the body of my flain 
enemy. My companions, all but one, 
who died of his wounds foon after, fell ho- 
nourably by my fide. The Turks poured 
in from both fhips like wolves upon their 
prey.Aftertheirbarbarousfhoutsandyel- 
lingfonhevi.5lory,they feH to Gripping the 
dead bodies, and threw them into the fea 
without any further ceremony. All our 
crew, beiide myfelf, were flain, -or gafp- 
ing, with threefcore and fifteen* of the 
enemy. The reafon why we fought {o 
-defperately was, that we knew very well, 

f having killed f^raany "at the firft attacks, 
we were . td.*"eicpe& no quarter} fo we 
were rcjblved to lell Our lives as. dear as 
we could. When they came to ftrip me 
Hke the reft, I whs in it come to myfc'.f, 
being only (binned by the ftroke of the 
'mulkst. They found by my cloath*, 
that I was one cf the: moil coniiderable 
perfons of the crew,. ■ I was got upon 
my knees, endeavouring to rife, ,and 
reaching; for my fword to defend myfelf 
*to the iail gafp; I found I could not 
hold it in my hand, by reafon. of the 
v/ound in my arm, though if I could, it 
"had been neediefs ; for three of them fell 
'down upon me, and preffed inc to the 
deck, while others brought cords and 
tu-d my bauds, to carry me to the cap- 
tain, lie wis dreffing a flight wound 
he hud in IuV leg with a piftol lhot > and 



four women in Perfian habits were ftan&* 
by ; three ofwhomfeemedjo be attendants , 
to the fourth, who was a peribn of thfi 
largeflfize, about five or nx-and-twenty, 
a moft exquifite beauty, except that fh« 
had an Amazonian kind of rjercenefs ir* 
her looks. When. I was brought thus 
bound to the captain, they allured him 
I was the man that had flain his brother, 
and done the moft harm of any. Upon 
wlvcb, ftarting up in the greateft f ur/a 
barbarian was capable of, and calling 
for a new fcymitar he had in his cabin, 
. he laid — ( Let me cleave, if I can, the 
' head of this Chriftian dog, as he 
' did my poor brother's : and then dp 
' you chop him into a thoufand. pieces •*" 
With that he drew the fcymitar, and . 
was going to ft r ike, when, to the afto- 
nifhment of the very Barbarians, the 
. ftrange lady cried out—' O fave the brave 

* young man V and immediately falling 
down on her knees by me, catched me 
in her arms., anddafping me clofe to her 
bofom, covered my body with hers, and 
cried out-~< Strike, cruel man, but ftrike 
1 through me, for otherwise a hair of 

* his head (hail not be hurt/ The Bar- 
* barians that flood round us were ftruck 

dumb with amazement; and the-pira^e 
.himfelf lifting up his eyes towards hea- 
ven, faid, with a groan enough to break 
his: heart — < How*, cruel woman ! fhall 
' this ftranger in a moment obtain more 
' than I can with all my fighs and tears! 
' Is this your paramour that robs me of 

* what I have fought for with the dan- 

* ger of life ? No, this Chriftian dogf 

* fhall be no longer my curfed rival j* 
and lifting up his hand, was again go- 
ing to ftrike, when, covering me more 

. clofely with her delicate body, fhe cried 
o.ut again — ' Hold, Hamet! this is no 

* rival $ I never faw his face before, nor 
' ever will again, if you will but fpfr* 
' his life : grant me this, and you mail 
' obtain mote from me, thari all your 
' fervices could ever do.* Here he be- 
gan to pauie a little. For my part, I 
was as much in amaze as he was* After 
a little pauie—'. Cruel woman,* faid he, 
' wh;it is the meaning of this?'- Says 
fhe—- ' There is fomething in this young 
-' man/ (for I was but turned of nine- 
teen) ' that he mu ft not die. But, if 

* you will engage and fwear by the moft 
' holy Alcoran, th&t you will do him no 

* hana, I not only promife to be jonr 
< wife, but, to take off all umbrage of 

* jcalouly, I give you leave (a fell bjg* 

•to 
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•to fome honourable perfon for a flavc j 
'* and will never fee him more,* Nor 
would fhe part from me, till he had 
fworn in that folemn manner, never to 
do me any hurt dire&ly or indire&ly ; 
and, for greater fecurity, me ordered 
one of her own fervanta to attend me 
conftantly. So I was unbound; and 
the lady, without fo much as looking at 
me, or flaying to receive my thanks, 
retired with her women into the cabin. 
The pirate, who hid fomething very 
noble in his looks for a Turk, confirm- 
ed again to me in the hearing of her of- 
ficer, that I mould receive no harm ; and 
then ordered me to be carried under 
deck to the other end of the ftiip; com- 
manding his men to fteer back for Alex- \ 
andria, in order, as I fuppofed, to difpofe 
of me the firft opportunity, that he mi*ht 
be rid, as he thought, of fo formidable 
a rival.* 

[Secretary. Mere the fuperior of the 
Inquifition receiving a meffage on fome 
other bufmefs, we told him we would 
eortfider further of the account he had 
given us, which, we faid, might be 
true, though the adventure was ex- 
traordinary j and that we would hear 
the remaining narrative of his life an- 
other time. Heaffurcduswiththemoft 
natural air, that the whole, let it ftem 
nevejr fo extraordinarj , was real fact. 
Whether it were true or falfe, it did 
pot much concern the holy office, only 
fa far as we might catch him tripping 
in his ftory : however, fome of the 
inquifitors afked him the following 
qucftions 
l/f Inquifitor. Why did you not yield 
at nrft, eonfidering the prodigious in- 
equality of your ftrength and num- 
bers, when you might nave been ran- 
fomed afterwards; and not, like mad- 
' men, expofe yourfelves to be cut in 
" pieces, as they all really were, except 

yotirfelf? 
Qaudentio. I told your Reverences, 
we had. put our all in that bottom j 
which once loft, we had nothing to 
ranfom ourfelves with, but in all like- 
lihood muft have remained in miferable 
flavery alj our lifer We were moft of 
us ram young men, of more courage 



than prudence ; we did not doubt but 
we could keep them, off from board- 
ing us, as we did; and thought, by 
their warm reception, they*wonld have 
been forced to ftieer off,; befides, 
fighting againft Turks and infidels 
though for our lives and fortunes, we 
judged meritoryyTs at the fame time, 
and that it miffnt be looked upon as 
laying downCur lives for our holy re- 
ligion. 
%d inquifitor. You faid that the ftrange 
lady cried out — ' There is fomething 

* in that young man, that tells me, be 

• mufi not die:'' I hope you do not 
pretend to the fcience df phyfiognomyj 
which is one of the branches of divi- 
nation; or that an infidel or Heathen 
woman could have the fpirit of pro- 
phecy ) 

Gaudentio, I cannot tell what was her 
motive for faying fo; I only relate mat- 
ter of fact. As for phyfiognomy, I 
do not think there can be any certain- 
ty in it. Not but that a perfon of pe- 
netration, who has obierved the hu- 
mours and pamons of men, and con* 
(idering the little care the generality 
of the world take to conceal them; X 
fay, fuch a perfon may give a great 
guefs, a pqfteriori, how tfiey are in* 
clined ; though reaibn and virtue may 
indeed overcome the moft violent, 
But I entirely fubmit my opinion to. 
your better judgments. 
Secretary. I cannot fay. we were dlCn 
fatished with thefe anlwers : we fav* 
he was a very noble prefence; ancj 
muft have been extremely handfome 
in his youth ; . therefor? r.p wonder 
a Barbarian woman flioujd fall in love 
with him, and make ufc of that turn 
to fave his life. However, for the 
prefent, we remanded him back to {lis 
apartment. Some days after he was 
called again to profecute his ftory.] 
While I was under dec'fc in confine* 
ment with the pirates, feveral rf them 
were tolerably civil to me; knowing the 
afcendant the lady had over their captain* 
and being witneffes how fhe had (kved 
my life. But yet (he woujd not ©onfent 
to marry h;ra» till (he was aflured I was 
fcfe put of his hands* The arch-pirate 



* This is sn odd adventure enough) but tip circumftanoes an pretty well connected to- 
gether. There happen very ftrange accidents among thofe lawleft Eaflern people, and the 
wild Arabs, who obferve no rules but what the lions and tigers, could they fpeak, would 
make for their own preservation. 1 fear there are fome who profefa themfeves Chri&ians. 
•would do the fame* 

Q % new 
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never came to ice me himfclf, not being 
willing to truft his pafiion 5 or elfc to 
watch all favourable opportunities of 
waiting on hismiftrefs. One day, being 
indifpofed for want of air, I begged to 
be carried upon deck to breathe a littles 
when I came up* 1 few the lady, with her 
women, (landing at the other end of the 
ihip on the fame account. I made her 
a veiy refpe£lful bow at« diftancej but 
as foon as ever ihe caft her eye on me, 
{he went down into the cabin, I fuppofe, 
to keep her promife with the captain, and 
not to admmifter any caufe of jealoufy. 
Idefired to be earned down again, not 
to hinder my benefadrefs from taking 
her diverfion. I cannot fay I found in 
myfeif the leaft inclination or emotion of 
love, only a fenfe of gratitude for fo great 
a benefit ; not without fome admiration 
of the oddnefs of the adventure. When 
I was below, I aflced the moil fenfiblc 
and civilized of the pirates, who their 
captain was, and who was my fair deli* 
,verer. How long, and by what means 
ihe came to be among them; becaufe 
ihe feemed to be a perfon of much higher 
rank. He told me his captain's name 
was Harriet, fon to the Dey of Algiers ) 
who had forfaken his father's houfe on 
account of his young mother-in-law's 
falling in love with him. For which 
reafon his father had contrived to have 
him aflafllnated, believing him to be in 
the fault, But his younger brother by 
the fame mother,, discovered the de(ign« 
So gathering together a band of ftout 
young men like themfelves, they feized 
two of their father's beft /hips, and re- 
folved to follow the profeflion they were 
now of, till they heard of their father's 
death. That as for the lady who had 
faved his life, me was the late wife of a 



petty prince of the Curdi*, tributary 1 ,**, 
the King of Perfia, whofe hufband ha*L 
been lately killed by treachery, or in an. 
ambufcade of the wild Arabs. That, 
at far as he had been informed, the prince 
her huCpaod had been, lent by the king 
his mailer to Alexandria f 9 who, ap- 
prehending an infurre&ion among hie. 
iubje&s {, had ordered him to treat for 
fome troops of Arabian horfef . . That 
he went there with a very handiome equi- 
page, and took his beautiful wife along 
with him. * Our captain,' continued 
he, ' happened to be there at the fame 

< time to fell his prizes, and had not 
'. only fold feveral mings of great value 

* to the Cur<ttfh lord and lady, but had, 
V contracted a particular friendship with 
« him, though, as we found fince, it was 
' more on account of his fair wife than. 
' any thing elfe. Nothing in the world 
' could be 'more obfequious than our 

* captain. He attended them* and of- 
c fered his fervice on all occafions 1 you* 

< fee, he is a very handfbme man, and 
' daring by his profeflion. We could 

* not imagine of a long while, why he 

< made, fuch a ftay at that town, con- 

< trary to his cuftom j living at a very 

* high rate, as men of our calling genc- 

< rally do. At length the Curdifh lord 
' having executed his commifiion, was 
' upon the return* when we perceived 
« our captain to grow extremely penfnre 

* and melancholy, but could not tell 

< what was the caufe of it. He called 
' his brother, who loft his life by your 
' hand, and me to him, and told us in, 
( private, he had obferved fome of the* 
' Arabian Granger* muttering together, 

< as if they were hatching fome plot or 
' other, whether againft nimfelf, or the] 

< Curd, he could not tell 5 but bid us be 



* The Curdi, or people of Cutd'tan, are a warlike nation, paying a fmaH tribute to the 
Pci funs, and foraetime; to the Turks; their very women are martial, and handle the fwor4 
and pike* The country runs from the Aliduli, a mountainous people, made tributary tor 
ihe Turks by Selim I. father of Sojiman the Magnificent, and reaches as for as Armenia^ 

•f Alexandria is a fea-porr, at the further end of the Mediterranean, belonging to the 
Turks, but much frequented by Arabian merchants, both by l*nd and fea. Qne point.of ' 
Curdiftan ij n°* hr from this port. 

I This ihfurrectton he fpeaks of, might be the feeds, or the flrft plotting of the grand 
sebelfien of Merowits, which began -about the date of this account, and caufed fuch a ter- 
rible revolution io the peritan empire $ which no one who understands any thing can be 
ignorant of. * 

$ The Arabian horfes are the be ft in the world, though not very large. The horfemen 
are very deitrous in the Eafarn way of righting. On which account one cannot wonder' if 
the &'»«g of Perfia, and his rebellious fobjetls, made it their intrreft to procure a* many 
auxiliaries as they could, it is very likely the lit'le parties would always be on watch, to 
furprize one another whe* they could find an opportunity. And this petty Curdian prince 
being zealous for the fervice of his king, m ght pe taken off by the rebels that way* 

* furfc 
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fore toattehd him well armed wherever 
he went. The event proved he bad 
1 rtafon for his fufrkions ; foroneeven- 
ing, as the Curd and hit wife wese 
taking the air, with our captain, who 
was always of theparty,paffing through 
a little grove about a league out of 
town* fix Arabian horfemenr exceed* 
ingly well mounted, came full gallop 
up to us ; and without faying a word, 
two of them fired tneir piftolt directly 
at the Curdiih lord, who was the fore-' 
moft, but by good fortune miffed us 
all. The Curd, as all that nation are 
naturally brave, drew his fcymetar, 
and nulling in among them, cutoff 
the foremoft man's head, as dean as 
if it had been a poppy; but advanctnr 
too far, unarmed as he was, one of 
them turned fhort, and (hot him in the 
flank, that he dropped down dead im- 
mediately. Our captain feeing him 
fall, rufhed in like lightning, his bro- 
ther and myfelf falling on them at the 
fame time : but the a&f fins, as if they - 
wanted nothing but the death <of the 
Cord, or faw by our countenances their 
(faying would coft them dear, imme- 
diately turned their horfes, and fled io 
fwiftly on their jennets, that they were 
out of fight in an inftant. Wo con- 
ducted the poor difconfolate lady and 
her dead hufband back to the town, 
where thofe people made no more of 
it (being acenftomed to fuch things) 
than if it had been a common accident. 
When her srrief was a little abated, our 
captain told the lady, that it was not 
fare fbr>er to return home the fame 
way fhe came ; that in all probability, 
thole who killed her hufband were m 
confederacy with thedifafiected party, 
and would way-lay her, either for his 
papers, or her goods. That he had 
two mips well manned at her fervice, 
and would conduct her fafe by fea to 
fome part of the Pcrfian empire, from 
whence fhe might get into her own 
country, She confentcd at laft, having 
feen how gallantly my matter had be- . 
haved in her defence. So fhe came 
aboard with her attendants and effects, 
in order to be tranfported into her own 
country. Our captain, you may be 
Aire, was in no hafte to carry her home, 
being £tilen moil defperately in love 
with her : f b that inftead of carrying 



her to any of the Peruan dominions* 
he directed bis courfe for Algiers/ 
hearinjg his fatherwas dead ; but meet-* 
ing with you, it has made htm aher his. 
meafures for the prefent. He has tried 
all ways to gain her io?e, but fhe 
would notpyehim the leaft encourage- 
ment, tiU this late accident, by which 
fhe fared your life/ When he had 
toM his relation, I reflected on- it a 
good while, and confidering the nature 
of thofe pirates, I thought I faw a piece 
of treachery in ,the affair, much mere 
black than what he defcribed* and could 
Hot forbear compaffionating the poor 
lady, both for her difafter, and the com- 
pany fhe was fallen into. However, I 
kept my thoughts to myfelf. Not long 
after we arrived at Alexandria, where 
the pirate fold all our effects, that is, the 
merchandize he had taken aboard our 
(hip, except fome particular things that 
belonged to my brother and myfelf, as 
books, papers, maps and fea-charts, pic- 
tures, and the like. He determined to 
carry me to Grand Cairo*, the fir ft op-< 
portnnity, to fell me, or even give me 
away to a ffrange merchant he had an 
acquaintance with, where I fliould never, 
be heard of more. 

Nothing remarkable happened during 
our flay at Alexandria ; they told me the 
captain had been in an extraordinary 
good humour, ever fmce the lady's f ro- 
mtfe to marry him. But (he, to be fare 
he fhould not deceive her by doing; me an/ 
injury when I was out of the (hip, ordered 
her officer to attend me wherever I' was 
carried, till I was put in fafe hands, and 
entirely out of the pirate's power. When, 
we were arrived at Grand Cairo, I was, 
carried to the place where the merchants 
meet' to exchange their commodities j 
there were perfons of ai moft all the eafteni 
and Indian nations . The lady' s officer, 
according to his miftrefs's order, never 
ftirred an inch from me, to witnefs the 
performance of articles. At length, the 
pirate and a flrange merchant fpied one 
another almeft at the inftant, and ad- 
vancing the fame way, faluted each othrr 
in the Turk ifti language, which I under- 
stood tolerably well. After fome mu- 
tual compliments, the pirate told him lie 
had met with fuch a perlon he -had pro- 
mifed to procure for him two years be* 
fore, meaning myielf, only! was not an 



* Grand Cairo is the place of rendence of the great Haifa of Egypt, higher up the coun- 
fryy on the river Jtfile, 
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**nuck\ but that it was in his power to 
make me To, if he pleafed. Your Reve- 
rences cannot doubt but I was a tittle 
ftavtled at fuch a fpecch, and was going 
to- reply, that I would lole my lifea thou-' 
land times, before 1 would fuflerfuch an 
injuBY. But the tody's officer turned to' 
the pirate, and faid, he had engaged to* 
bis tady I mould receive tap harm j and 
that he muft never expect to obtain her 
for his wife, if (he had the leaftfufpicion 
of fitch a thing. But the merchant foon 
put us otit df doubt, by alluring us, that 
k was again ft their laws to do fuch an 
injur? ito any one of their own fpecies; 
. but if it were done before, they could not 
kelp it. Then turning to me, he faid in 
tery good JAngua Franca-—* Young 
' man,, if I buy you, I mall foou con- 

* vince you, you need not apprehend any 

* fycb ufage from me.' He eyed me 
from top to toe, with the moft penetrat- 
mg look I ever fawin my life ; yet feemed 
pleafed at the fame time. He was very 
vichry clad, attended with two young 
men in the fame kind of drefs, though 
«ot rich, who feemed rather fons than 
jervants. His age did not appear tome 
lobe above forty, yet had the moft ferene 
and almoft venerable look imaginable. 

' His complexion was rather browner than 
that of the Egyptians, but it feemed to 
he more the effect of travelling, than na- 
tural . In fiiort, he had an air fo uncom- 
mon, that I was amazed, and began to 
have as great an opinion of him, as he 
feemed to have of me. He aflced the 
pirate, what he muft give for me j he 
Cold him, I had coft him very dear, and 
with that recounted to him all the cirrum- 
ftmce* of the fight wherein I was taken ; 
and, to give him his due", reprefented it 
no waysjto my difadvantage. However, 
thefe were not the qualifications the mer- 
chant defired ; what he wanted was a 
ncrfon who was a fcholar, and could give 
him an account of the arts and fciences, 
laws, cuftoms, &c. of the Chriftians. 
This the pirate aCured htm I could do $ 
that I was an European Chriftian, and a 
fcholar, as he guefled by my books and 
writings ; that I underftood navigation, 
geography, aftronomy, and feveral other 
fciences. I was out of countenance to 
hear him talk fo j for though I had as 
much knowledge of thofe fciences as 
ecnild be expefted from one of my yeare, 
vet mv age would not permit mc to be 
mallei of them, but only to have the firft 



principles;,' by which I might improve 
m y felf afterwards . 

[Secretary. The Inquifkors demurred 
- a little at this, fearing he might be ad- 
dicted to judicial aftrology 5 but con- 
. fidering he had gone through a courfe 
of philofophy, and was defigned for 
the fea, they knew he was obliged 
to .have fome knowledge in thofe 
fciences. 3 

The pirate told him, I had fame (kill 
in mufick and painting, havingfeen fome- 
inftruments and books of thofe arts a- 
mdng my effects, and.afked roe if it were 
not £>. I told him, all young gentle- 
men of libera) education in my country, 
learnt thefe arts, and that I had a com- 
petent knowledge and genius that way. 
This determined the merchant to pur. 
chafe me . When they came to the price, 
the pirate demanded forty ounces of na- 
tive gold, and three of thofe {ilk carpets, 
he faw there with him, to make a prefent 
to the Grand. Sigr.ior. The merchant 
agreed with him at the firft word j only 
demanded all the books, globes, mathe- 
matical inftruments, and, in fine, what- 
ever remained of my effects, into. the bar- 
gain . The pirate agreed to this, as eafily 
as the other did to the price; fo, vpor* 
performance .of articles on both fides, I 
was delivered to him. As foon as I was 
put into his power, he embraced me with 
a great deal of tendernefs, faying, I 
mould not repent my change of life. 
His attendants came up to me, and em- 
braced me in the- fame manner, calling 
me Brother, and expreffing.a great deal 
of joy for having me of their company. 
The merchant bid them take me down to 
the caravanfera or inn, that I might re- 
frclh myielf, and change my habit to the 
fame as they wore. I was very much 
furprized »t fuch unexpected civilities 
from Grangers. But, before I went, I 
turned to the pirate, ami faid to him with> 
an air, that made the merchant put on a 
very thoughtful look* that I thanked 
him for keeping his promife in faying 
my life; but added, that though the 
fortune of war had put it in his power 
to fell me like a beaftin the market, it 
might be in mine fome time or pther to 
render the like kindnefs. Then turning^ 
to the lady's officer, who had been my 
guardian fo faithfully, and embracing 
him with all imaginable tendernefs, I 
begged him to pay my beft refpecls to 
my fair deliverer $ ami aflure her, that I 

ftoufei 



OAUDENTJO Dl LUCCA. If « 

Jhouidcfteemifrthegreateft happine&to tions, Prefently my mgfter came in* . 
be one day able to make a return for fo and embracing me, once more bid me 
unparalleled a favour, though it were at welcome, with fuch an engaging alfabili- 
the expence of that life (he had fo gene- ty, as removed almoft all my fears* 
roufly faved. So we parted, the pinate But what followed* filled me with the 
grumbling a little within himfelf; and utraoft farnrixe* ' Young man,' faid 
I in an amazing fufpenfe, to know what he, ' by the laws of this country, yon 
was likely to become of me. As they ' are mine; I have bought you at a very 
were conducing me to the caravanfera * high price, and would give twice as 
where they lodged, I was full of the for- * much for you,- if it were to be done 
rowful reflection) that I was (till a (lave, ' again. But," continued he, with a. 
though I had changed my mailer: but more ferious air, * I know no juft laws 
my companions, who were fome of the * in the univerfe, that can make a fiec- 
handfomeft young men I ever faw in my ' born man become a flav* to one of his 
lifejcomforted me with the moft endearing * own fpecies. If you will voluntarily 
words, telling me, that I need fear no- * go along with us, you /hall enjoy as 
thing 5 that I (hould efteera myfelf one of * much freedom as I do myfelfi yon 
the happieft men in the world, when they ' (hall be exempt from all the barbarous 
were arrived fafe in their own country, ' laws of thefe inhuman countries, whofe 
which they hoped would be before longft ' brutal cuiloms are a reproach to the 
that I (hould then be as free as they were, ' dignity of a rational creature, and 
and follow what employment of life my ' with whom we have no commerce, but 
inclinations led me to, without any re- * to enquire after arts and fcieuoe*, 
Ararat whatfeever. In fine, their dif- * which may contribute to the comma* - 
courfe filled me with frem amazement, * benefit of our people. We are bleft 
and gave me at the fame time an eager • with the moil opulent country in the 
longing to fee the event. I perceived ' world : we leave it to your choice, to 
they did not keep any drift guard on me; ' go along with us, or not; if the latter, 
that I verily believed I could eafily have ' I here give you your liberty, and re- 
given them the (lip; and might have got- ' ftore to you all that remains of your 
ten ibme Armenian Christian to conceal ' effects, with what alliftance you want 
me, till I (hould find an opportunity of ' to carry you back again into your own 
returning into my own country, out, ' country. Only, this I muft tell you, 
having loft all my effe&s, I thought I ' if you go with us, 'tis likely you will 
could fcarce be in a worfe condition, and 4 never come back again, or perhaps de- 
was refolved to run all hazards. When f fire it.* Here he (topped, and obferv- 
I came to the houie, I was (truck with ed my countenance with a great deal of 
wonder at the magnificence of it, efpe- attention. I was (truck with fuch ad- 
cially at the richnejfe of the furniture. It miration of his generofity, together with 
was one 'of the bed in all Grand Cairo, the fentlments of joy for my unexpected 
though built low according $o the cuf- Jiberty, and gratitude to ray benetaftos, 
torn of the country. It feems they al- coming into my mind all at once, that 
ways (laid a year before they returned I had as much difficulty to believe what 
into their own country, and fpared no I heard, as your Reverences may now 
coft to make their *baiii(hment, as they have at the relation of it, till the fequel 
called it, as cafy as they could. I wfe « in forms you of the reafons for fuch un- 
cntertained with all the rarities of Egypt ; heard of proceedings . 6n the one hand, 
the moft delicious fruits, and the ncheft the natural delire of liberty prompted me 
45reek and Auatick wines that could be to accept my freedom; on the other, 1 
tailed j by which I faw they were not confidered my mattered fortune $ that I 
Mahometans. Not knowing what to was left in a ftrange country fo far from 
make of them, I afked them who they home, among Turks and Infidels 5 the 
were; of what country, what fe& and ardour of youth excited me to pufh my 
profefrion, and the. like. They Imiled fortune. The account of fo glorious, 
at ray qneftions, and told me they were though unknown a country, Hirred up rriy 
children of the Sun, arid were called Me- curiofity; I (aw gold was the leaft part 
coranians ; which was as unintelligible of the riches of thefe people, who ap- 
to me as all the re fir. But their country* peared to me the moft civilized lever 
tbey told me, I (hould fee in a few law in my life $ but, above all, the fenfc 
n&onths, and bid me afk no further ojief- of what I owod to fy noble * b*n*ikA^. 
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who I (aw defired it, and tad me as 
much in hi* power now, as he could 
feree afterwards. Thefe eonfiderationt 
almoft determined roe to go along with 
biro. I had continued longer thus irre* 
jelute, and fluctuating between fo many 
dftbuieift thoughts, if he had not brought 
-me to myielf, by £rying~< What lay 

* youy young man, to my proposal ?* 
I ttarted out of my reveries, as it I had 
awaked from a real dream ; and making 
a moftprefound reverence—* My lord/ 
laid I t * or rather my father and deli- 

* verer, I am yours by all the ties of 

* gratitude a human heart is capable of; 

* I refign myielf to your eondu&> and 

* will follow you to the end of the 

* world/ This I faid wjth fuch emo- 
tion of ipirit, that I believe he faw into 
mjr very foul, for embracing mo once 
more with a mofr. inexprcflible tender- 
»efs— * I adopt you,* laid he, * for my 

* fbn; and thefe are your brothers,' point- 
ing to his two young companions j * all 

* I requireof you is, that you live as fuch/ 
—Here, reverend Fathers, I tnoft confefs 
one of the greateft faults I ever did in 
my life* ~I never eonndered whether 
thefe men were Chrirtians or Heathens : 
I engaged myfelf with a people, where I 
could never have the exercife of my re- 
ligion, although I always preferred it in 
my heart. But, what could be expected 
from a daring young man, juft in the 
beat of his youth, who had loft all his 
fortune, and had fuch a glorious pro- 

* fpeft offered him -4ac retrieving it ?-— 
Soon after this, be gave orders to his at* 
tendants to withdraw, ,as if he intended 
to fay fomething to me in private ; they 
obeyed immediately with a filial refpect, 
as if they had indeed been bis fans, but 
they were not ; I only mention it to (hew 
the nature of the people I was engaged 
with : then taking me by the hand, he 
made me fit down by him, and aiked ms> 
if it were really true, as the pirate in- 
formed him, that I wa? an European 
Chriltian r « Though/ added he, * be 



* wtatyoow01 t lc^nor^epentmybttw^ 
1 ing ot you.' I tojd him I was, and 
in mat belief would live and die. * So 

* you may,* faid be, feemingly pleafed at 
wy anfwer. * But I have not yet met 
' with any of that part of the world; 

* who feemed to have the difpofitions oi 

* mind I think I fee in you,* looking at 
the lineaments of my face with a great 
dealofearneftnefs. * I have been in* 

* formed,* continued he, * that your law* 
4 are not l&e the barbarous Turks, wbofe 

* government is made upof tyranny and 
' brutality, governing all by fear and 
' force, and making naves of all who fall 

* under their power. Whereas the Eu- 
' ropean Chnftians, at I am told, are 
' governed by a divine law, that teaches 
•' mem to do good to all, injury to nones 

* particularly not to kill and deftroy their 

* own fpectes; nortofteal, cheat, over- 

* reach, or defraud, anyone of their juft 

* due j but to do in all things juft as they 
-< would be done by $ looking on all men 

* as common brothers of the fame flock* 

* and behaving with juftioe and equity 

* in all their aclions publick and private, 
. ' as if they were to give an account to> 

' the univerfalLord and Father of all.* I 
told him our law did really teach and 
command us to do fo j but thaj very few 
lived up to this law; that we were obliged 
to have rerourfe to coercive laws and pe- 
nalties, to enforce what we acknowledged 
otherwiie to be a duty : that if it wen* 
not for the rear .of luch punishments, 
the gpeateft part of them would be worfe 
than the very Turks he mentioned. He 
feemed ftrangery iurprifed at this.— 

* What,* fays he, * can any one do in 
< private, what his own reafon and fo- 

* lemn profeifion condemns V Then ad~ 
drafting hirafelf to me in a mere parti- . 
cular manner—* Do you profefs this juft 

.' and holy law you mentioned ?* I told 
him I did.-— 4 Then,' (ays he, ' do but 

* live up to your own law, and we re- 

* quire no more of you*.* Here he* 
made a little noife with his ftaff, at which 

two 



• If it appear incredible to any one, that Heathens, at thefe people were, fljould have 
fuch ftritt ideas of morality and j'uitice, when they fee fuch horrid imoftice, frauds and op- 
prefiions, among Cbrifriana, let them coniider lirft, tha: the law and light of nature will ne- 
ver be entirely extinguiihed in any who do n/»t ibut their eyes againnitj but that they wo»ld 
efteem the injuries they do to others, without any fcrople, to be very great hardships if done 
to themfe'ves: they iuve therefore the ideas of juft ice and equity imprinted in their miods, 
howt ver obfeuredby their wicked lives, adly, Let them read the celebrated Biihopof Meatur's 
Univf rfal Hiftory, pt. iii. of the mdrals and equity of the antient Egyptians under their 
great king SefoAris, or about that time. 3dly, Not only the lives and maxims of the flrft 
Heathen uhiUfouhersi afford us very juft rule* "of morality, but there ate alfo fragments o# 

ancient 
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two of his attendants came in ; he afked 
them if my effefts were come from 
the pirate, Being anfwered, they were, 
he ordered them to be brought in, and 
examined them very nicely. There were 
among them ibme pictures of my own 
drawing, a repeating watch, two compafs 
boxes, one of them very curioufly wrought 
in ivory and gold, which had been my 
great grandfather's, given him by Ve- 
nerio; a fet of mathematical inftruments, 
draughts of ftatuary and architecture by 
the beft matters j with all which he 
feemed extremely pleafed. After he had 
examined them with a great deal of ad- 
miration, he ordered one of his attend- 
ants to reach him a cabinet full of gold; 
he opened it to me, and faid— * Young 

* man, I not only reftore all your effects 

* here prefent, having no right to any 

* thing that belongs to another man 5 
€ but once more offer you your liberty, 
' and as much of this gold, as you think 

* fufficientto carry you home, and make 

* you live eafy all your life.* I was a 
little* out of countenance, imagining 
what I faid of the ill morals of the Chris- 
tians had made him afraid to take me 
along with him. I told him, I valued 
nothing now Co much as his company, 
and begged him not only to let me go 
along with him, but that he would be 
pleafed to accept whatever he faw of 
mine there before him ; adding, that I 
efteemed it the greateft happinefs, to be 
able to make fome fmall recompence for 
the obligations lowed him. * Idoac- 

* cept of it,"" fays he, ( and take you fo- 
? lemnly into my care ; go ?long with 

* thefe young men, and enjoy your li- 

* berty in effect, which I have hitherto 

* only given you in words.' Here fome 



of his elder companions coming in, as 
if they were to confult about bufinefs, 
the young men and myfelf went to walk 
the town for our diverfion. Your Reve- 
rences may be fure I obferved all the ac- 
tions of thefe new people, with the greateft 
attention my age was capable of. They 
feemed not only to have a horror of the 
barbarous manners and vices of the 
Turks, but even a contempt of all the 
pleafures and diverfions of the country. 
Theirwhole bufinefs was to inform them- 
felves of what they thought might b'e an 
improvement in their own country, par- 
ticularly in arts and trades, and whatever 
curiosities were brought from foreign 
parts ; fetting down their obfervations of 
every thing of moment. They had 
matters of the country at fet hours to 
teach them the Turkifti and Perfian lan- 
guages, in which I endeavoured to per r 
feet myfelf along with them. Though 
they feemed to be the moft moral men in 
the world, I could obferve no figns of 
religion in them, till a certain Occafion 
that happened to us in our voyage, of 
which I fliall fpeak toyour Reverences in 
it's proper place. This was the only 
point they were fhy in ; they gave me 
the reafons for it afterwards ; but their 
behaviour was the moft candid and fin- 
cere in other matters that can be imagined. 
We lived thus in the moft perfect: union 
all the time we ftaid at Grand Cairo 5 and 
I enjoyed the fame liberty that I could 
have had in Italy : alii remarked in then; 
was an uneafinefs they exprefTed to be fo 
long out of their own country ; but they 
comforted tliemfelves with the thought 
it would not be long. I cannot omit 
one obfe.vati.on I made of thefe young 
men's conduct while we ftaid in Egypt. 



ancient hiftory, from the earlieft times, of whole Heathen nations, whofe lives would make 
Chriftjans blufh at their own immoralities, if they were not hardened in them. The people 
of Cokhos, whom the great Bocbart, in his Phaleg, proves to have been alcolony of ancient 
Egyptians, as will be feen in the fequtl of thefe memoirs, or the ancient inhabitants o£ 
Pontus, who come from them, were, accoraing to Homer, ibe moft juft of men. ' 

Milk-eaters the moft juft of men. Hom. II. K. 

Chcerilus in Xerxis Diabafi apud Bochart, f peaking of the Scythians on the Euxine fea, 
fays—' Hopa&uvno-av ivetwi Avflgafaw *o/*4c*»v— they were a colony of the Nomadea, a juit 

* people.* 

Strabofays, that Anacharfis and Abaris, both Scythians, efteemed by the ancient Greeks 
for their peculiar and national affability, probity, and juftice : — * c<rt IBwUv wo. yjt^axlr^ 

* i trifaiw i L-xox&e $, £ TtXtjtf-niT©^ k) Steaiocvvuc* AndN'cholaus Damafcenus, of the G a- 
ia&opbagi— - ( tW\ te *) taafelaloc^jiney are the moftjuft of men.* Vide Bochart, lib. Hi. 
c. 9. 
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They were all about my own age, ftrong 
ahd vigorous, and the handfomeft race 
of people, perhaps, the world ever pro- 
duced : we were in the moft voluptuous 
and lewd town in the whole eaftern cm- 
fire 5 the young women feemed ready t* 
devour us as we went along the ftreers. 
Yet I never could perceive m the young 
men the leaft propenfity of lewdnefs.. I 



own, I was mute at thefe reafons, and 
could not fay but they were very juft, 
though the warmth of my youth had 
hindered me from reflecting on them be- 
fore. Thefe reflections appeared fo ex- 
traordinary in young men, and even 
Heathens, that I (hall never forget them. 
Some time after, I -found by their di- 
ligence in fettling their affairs, and the 



imputed it at nrft to the apprehenfion of chearfulnefs of their countenances, that 



my being in their company, and a ftran- 
ger; but I foon found they acted by 
principle. As young men are apt to 
encourage, or rather corrupt one another, 
I own I could not forbear expreflingmy 
wonder at it. They feemed furprized at 
the thought; but the reafons they gave 
were as much out of our Common way 
of thinking, as their behaviour. They 
told me, for the firft reafon, that all the 
women they faw were either married j 
or particular men's daughters ; or com - 



they expected to leave Egypt very foon 5 
they feemed to wait for nothing but or- 
ders from their governor. In the mean 
time there happened an accident to me, 
fcarce fit indeed for your Reverences to 
hear ; nor mould I ever have thought of 
relating it, had you not laid your com- 
mands on me to give an exact account 
of my whole life. Befides, that it is in- 
terwoven with fome of the chief occur- 
rences of my life in the latter part of it. 
Our governor, whom they called Pophar, 



mon. As to married women, they faid, which in their language fignifies Father 



it was fuch a heinous piece of injuftice 
to violate the marriage-bed, that every 
man living would look upon it as the 
greateft injury done to himfelf: how 
could they therefore in reafon do it to 
another ? If they were daughters of par- 
ticular men, bred up with fo much care 
and folicitude of their parents, what a 
terrible affliction muft it be to them, or 
to ourielves, to fee our daughters or 
litters violated and corrupted, after all 
our care to the contrary; and this too, 
perhaps, by thofe we had cherifhed in 
our own bofoms ? If common ftrom- 
pets, what rational man could look on 
them otherwife than brute beads, to pro- 
stitute themlelves to every Granger for 
hire ? Befides, their abandoned lewdnefs 
generally defeats the great defign of na- 
ture to propagate the i 'pedes ; or by their 
impure embraces, fuch diibrders may be 
contracted, as to make us hereafter, at 
beft, but fathers of a weak and fickty 
offspring. And if we mould have 



of his people, and by which name I (hall 
always call him hereafter, looking at his 
ephemeris, which he did very frequently,, 
found by computation, that he had ftill 
fome time left to ftay in the country, 
and refolved to go down once more to 
Alexandria, to fee if he could meet with 
any more European curiofities, brought 
by the merchant mips that are perpetu- 
ally coming at that feafon into the port. 
He took only two of the young men and 
me along with him, to fhew me, as he 
faid, that I was entirely at my liberty, 
fince I might eafily find fome (hip of 
other to carry me into my own country ; 
and I, on the other hand, to convince 
him of the fincerity-of my intentions, 
generally kept in his company. - The 
affair I am going to foeak of, foon gave 
him full proof of my nncerity* 
' While we were walking in the pub- 
lick places to view the feveral goods and 
curiofities, that were brought from dif- 
ferent parts of the world, it happened 



children by them, what would become ' that the baffa of Grand Cairo, with all 



of our father's grand-children ? But 
what man who had the leaft fenfe of the 
dignity of his own, birth, would ftain 
his race, and give birth to fuch a wretch- 
ed breed, and then leave themexpofedto 
want and infamy ? This they fa \d chiefly 
with reference to the vaft ideas they had 
of their own nation, valuing thenuelves 
above all other people ; though the con- 
sideration holds good with all men. I 



his family, was come to Alexandria on 
the fame account, as well as to buy fome 
young female flaves. His wife and 
daughter were then both with him. The 
wife was one of the Grand Signior's 
fitters, feemingly about thirty, and a won- 
derful fine woman. The daughter was 
about fix teen, of fuch exquiflte beauty, 
and lovely features, as were fufficient to 
charm the greateft prince in the world*. 

When 



* N. B. The baffa of Grand Cairo is one of the greateft officer* in the Turkifli em- 
pire, and the moil independent of any fubject in Turky. It is cuftomary for tbefuluns to 

give 
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When he perceived them, the Pophar, 
who naturally abhorred the Turks, kept 
off,' as if he were treating privately with 
ibme merchants. But I, being young 
and inconfiderate, Hood gazing, though 
at a refpectful diftance, at the bafla s 
beautiful daughter, from no other mo- 
tive but mere curiofity. She had' her 
eyes fixed en my companions and me at 
the fame time, and, as I fuppofed, on 
the fame account. Her drefs was €0 mag- 
nificent, and her perfon fo charming, 
that I thought her the moft beautiful 



to be the companion of the bajTa's fon, 
where I might make my fortune for ever, 
if I would go along with them. The 
Pophar perfifted in his firft anfwer, and 
faia he had no power over me : they ai- 
led ged, I had been bought as a flave, but 
a little before, in the Grand Signior'* 
dominions, and they would have me. 
Here I interpofed, and anfwered brifkly, 
that though I had been taken prifoner by 
the chance of war, I was no (lave, nor 
would I part with my liberty but at the 
price of my life. The bafla s fon, for 



creature I had ever feen in my life. If fohe now declared himfelf to be, inftead 

of being angry at my refolute anfwer, re« 
plied with a moft agreeable fmile, that 
I mould be as free as he was ; making 
at the fame time the moft folemn proteft- 
ations by his holy Alcoran, that our 
lives and deaths mould be infeparable. 
Though there was fomething in his 



I could have forefeen the troubles which 
that, fhort interview was to coft both the 
Pophar and myfelf, I mould have chofen 
rather to have looked on the moft hide- 
ous monfter. I obferved that the young 
lady, with a particular fort of emotion, 
whifpered fomething to an elderly wo- 



man that attended her, and that this laft words the moft perfuafive I ever felt, 
did the fame to a page, who immediately . yet confidering the obligations I had to 
went to two natives of the place, whom the Pophar, I was refolved nbt to go j 



the Popharufed to hire to carry his things : 
this was to enquire of them who we were. 
They, as appeared by the event, told 
them, that I was a young flave lately 
bought by the Pophar. After a while, 
the bafla with his train went away, and 
I, for my part, thought no more of the 
matter. The next day, as the Pophar 
and we were walking in 'one j>f the pub- 
lick gardens, a little elderly man, like 
an eunuch, with a moft beautiful youth 
along with him, having dogged us to a 
private part of the walks, came up to us, 
and addrefling themfelves to the Pophar, 
aiked him what he would take for his 
young flave, pointing at me, becaufe the 
paffa defined to buy him. The Pophar 
feeraed to be more furprized at this un- 
expected queftion, than I ever obferved 
him at any thine before, which confirm- 
ed me more and more in the opinion of 
tKe kindnefs he had for me. But foon 



but anfwered with a moft refpeclful bow, 
that though I was free by nature, I had 
indifpenfable obligations not to go with 
him, and hoped he would take it for a 
determinate anfwer. I pronounced this 
with fuch a refolute air, as made him fee 
there was no hopes. Whether his defire 
was more enfiamed by my denial, or whe- 
ther they took us for perfons of greater 
note than we appeared to be, I cannot 
tell ; but I obferved he put on a very lan- 
guishing air, with tears dealing down his 
cheeks, which moved me to a degree I 
cannot exprefs. I was fcarce capable of 
fpeaking, but caft down my eyes, and 
flood as immoveable as a ftatue. This 
feemed to revive his hopes ; and recover- 
ing himfelf a little, with a trembling 
voice he replied-—* Suppofe it be the baf- 
' fa's daughter, you law yefterday, that 

* defines to have you for her attendant, 

* what will you fay then ? * I ftarted at 



coining to himfelf, as he was a man of this, and cafting my eyes on him more 



great prefence of mind, he faid very 
calmly, that I was no flave; nor a per- 
fon to be fold for any price, fince I was 
as free as he was. Taking this for a 
pretext to enhance the price, they pro- 
duced fome oriental pearls with other 
jewels of imraenfe value j and bid him 
name what he would have, and it fhould 
be paid immediately ; adding, that I was 



attentively, I faw him fwimming in tears, 
with a tendernefs enough to pierce the 
hardeft heart. I looked at the Pophar, 
who I faw was trembling for me j and 
feared it was the daughter her lei f that 
aiked me the queftion. I was foon put 
but of doubt; for fhe, finding (he had 
gone too far to go back, discovered her- 
lelf, and faid, I muft go along with her, 



give their daughters in marriage to fuch perfons j but they are often difliked by their huf- 
fcaadi, on account of their imperious behaviour* 

D 2 
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or one of us mull die *.— *I hope your Re- likely to draw on the young lady, mould 
Verences will excufe this account I give I comply with what fhe deiired, prevail- 
pf myfelf, which nothing mould have ed above all other. I was refolved to re- 
drawn from me, though it is literally true, fufe, for her fake more than my own, 
but your expreis commands to tell the and was juft going to tell her fo on my 
whole hiftory of m v life. — The perplexity knees, with all the arguments my reafon 
I was in cannot t>e imagined; I confix could fuggeft to appeaie her; when an at- 
dered fhe was a Turk, and I a Chriftian ; tendant came running in hafte to the other 
that my death muft certainly be the con- perfon, who was alfo a woman, and told 
Sequence of fuch a rafti affair, were I to her the baffa was coming that way. She 
engage in it; that whether (he concealed was roufed out of her lethargy at this, 
me in her fathers court, or attempted to The other woman immediately matched 
go off with me, it was ten thou&nd to her away, as the Pophar did me > and 
<me, we mould both be facrificed : nei- fhe had only time to call out with a threat 
ther could the violence of fuch a fudden — * Think better on it, or die.*- I was 
paflion ever be concealed from the baffa's no fooner out of her fight, but I found 
ipies. In a word, I was refolved not to a thoufand reafons for what I did, more 

fb; but how to get off was the difficulty, than I could think of before, while the 
. faw the mod beautiful creature in the enchanting obje& was before my eyes. I 
world all in tears before me, after a de- faw the madnefs of that paffion which 
iteration of love, that exceeded the moft forced the moft charming perfon of the 
romantick tales ; youth, love, and beauty, Ottoman empire, capable by her beauty 
and even an inclination on my fide, plead- to conquer the Grand Signior himfelf, 
ed her caufe. But at length the confi- to make a declaration of love, fo con- 
deration of the endlefs miferws I was {rary to the nature and modefty of her 

* Love adventures are not the defjgn of thefe memoirs, as will appear by the reft of his) 
life : otherwife, this account of the bafla's daughter had like to have made me lay down 
vjny pen, without troubling myfelf to write any further remark. But, when I considered, 
the man is no fool, let him be what he will, nor could defign to embellifli hts hiftory by 
this extraordinary adventure, fo like the former, and juft upon the back of it, I am in- 
clined to believe he wrote the matter of fa&juft as it happened. More unaccountable ac- 
cidents than this have happened to fome men. , 
- The amorous temper of the Tuikifli ladles, efpecially at Grand Cairo* where the women 
*re the moft voluptuous in the world, and the furprizing beauty of this young man, who, 
the fecVetory fays, has the nobleft prefence he ever faw, even at that age, might eafily charm 
a wanton giJdy girl at the fir ft fight. Befides, (he was informed he was a flave, and might 
think (he could have purchafed him for her private gallant} or might be encouraged in it 
\>y the luftful elderly woman that attended her. Suchsthings have been done before now}' 
hut when (he came nearer to the tempting object, and found him to be fomething more 
noble than me expected, her paflion might thereby grow to the higheft pitch. 

Extraordinary beauty, in either fex, is oftentimes a great misfortune 5 fince it frequently 
I'.ads them inro very great follies, and even difafters. Vyhat will not hceaMefs youth do t 
when fired with flattery or charms ? *Tis no new thing for women to fall in love at firft 
fight, as Well as men, and op as unequal terms ; in fpight of all reafons and confederations 
to the contrary. I believe there may be men in the world, as charming in the eyes of wo- 
men, as ever the fair Helen appeared to the men. The almoft incredible cataftrophesj 
caufed by her beauty, are fo far from being fabulous, that, befides the account Homer 
gives of her, there is extant an oration of the famous Ifocrates De kudjbus Helenae, before 
Alexander the Great's time, which gives a more amazing account of the effects of her 
fceauty, than Homer d<aes. He fays, fhe was raviftied for her beauty by the great and wife 
Tbrfeus, when flie was but a girl. She was afterwards courted by all the Grecian princes j 
and, after her marr'age, was carried from Europe into Afu by the beautiful Paris 5 which 
Jcindled the firft war, that is recorded in hiftory to have been made in thofe parts of the 
world. Yet notwithstanding that falfe and fatal ftep, her beauty reconciled her to her 
fcuihand. The fight of fome men may have as violent effects on women. 

It is pofljMe the young lady would have been very angry with any one ? who (hould have 
perfuaded Signor Gaudentio to do as he did 5 yet in eftedt it was the greateft kindnefs : 
for th's very lady, fome time after, became miftreis of the whole Ottoman empire. Where- 
*s if (he had run away with him, as the violence of her paflion fuggefted, they had both of 
(hem been inevitably miferable. plot withstanding all thefe reafons, 1 ftftould not have be- 
lieved this ftory, if J had not examined fome other facia, which, hefaid, happened to .bin) 
at Venice, as incredible as this^ and found them to be really true. 
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foe, as well as her quality and dignity, up by the fide of the river Nile, the Pophar 
and ready to facrifice her reputation, the leading the van, and the re It following 
duty fhe owed her parents, her liberty, in a pretty long firing after him, we met 
1 ptrhaps her life, for an unknown perfon, five or fix men coming down the river- 
who' had been a Have but fome time be- fide on horfeback, whofe fine turbans 
fore. I law, on the other hand, that had and habits mewed they were pages, or 
I complied with the fair charmer's pro- attendants of fome great perfon. The 
pofal, I muft have run the rifque of lofing Pophar turned off from the river, as if 
ray religion, or life, or rather both, with it were to give them way : and they 
a dreadful chain of hidden misfortunes, pahed on very civilly without feeming to 
likely to accompany fuch a rafh adven- take any further notice of us. I was 
ture. While I was taken up with thefe the hindmoft but one of our train, hav- 
thoughts, the wife Pophar, alter reflect- ing ftaid to give our dromedaries fome 
ing a little upon what had happened, water. % Soon after thefe, came two la- 
told me, this unfortunate affair would dies riding on little Arabian jennets, with 
not end fo, but that it might colt us both prodigious rich furniture, by which I 
our lives, and fomething elfe that was guefTed them to be perfons of qi\aljty, 
more dear to him. He feared fo violent and the others gone before to be their 
a paffion would draw on other extremes; ' attendants. They were not quite over 
efpecially confidering the wickednefs of againft where I was, when the jennet of 
the people, and the brutal tyranny of the younger of the two ladies began to 
their government: however, he was re- fnoit and flart at our dromedaries, and 
folved not to give me up but with his life, became fo unruly, that I apprehended 
if I would but ftand to it myfejf : add- fhe could fcarce fit him. At that ihflant, 
ing, that we muft make off as fait as we one of the led dromedaries coming pretty 
could j and, having fo many fpies upon near, that and the ruftling of it's load* 
us, ufe policy as well as expedition. Ac- ing, fo frighted the jennet, that he gave 
cordingly he went down directly to the a. bound all on a fudden,.and being on 
port, and hired a f}np in the molt public the infide of ustowards the river, he ran 
manner to go for Cyprus, paid the whole full fpeed towards the edge of the bank, 
freight on the fpot, and told them they where not being able to flop his career, 
muft necefTarily fail that evening. We he flew directly off the precipice into the 
fhould actually have done fo, had not our river, with the lady ftill fitting him; 
companions and effects obliged us to re- but the violence of the leap threw her off 
turn to Grand Cairo; but inftead of em- two or three yards into the water. It 
barking for Cyprus, he called afide die happened very luckily that there was a 
matter of the veffel, who was of his ac- little ifland juft by where fhe fell, and 
quaintance, and for a good round fum, her cloaths keeping her up for fome mi* 
privately agreed with him to fail out of nutes, the ftream earned her again ft 
the port, as if we were really on board, fome ftakes that flood juft above the wa- 
while the Pophar hired a boat for us at ter, which catched hold of her cloaths, 
the other end of the town, in which we . and held her there. The fhri. 3 ks of the 
went that night directly for Grand Cairo, other lady brought the nigheit attendants 
As foon as we were arrived there, we en- up to us ; butthofe fearful wretches durft 
qufred how long it would be before the not ventureinto the river to her afiiftance. 
baffa returned to that city. They told . I jumped off my dromedary with indig- 
us it wquld be about a fortnight at foon- nation, and throwing off my loofe gat- 
ed ; this gave the Pophar time to pay off ment and fan dais, fwam to her, and 
his houfe, pack up his effects, and get with much difficulty getting hold of her 
all things ready for his great voyage; hand, and loofing her garments from 
but be ftill had greater apprehenfions in the (takes, I made a fhift to draw her 
his looks than ever I remarked in him. acrofs the ftream, till I brought her to 
However, he told us, he hoped the affair land. She was quite fenfelefs for fome 
would end well. In five days time all time ; I held down her head, which I 
things were in readinefs for Qur departure, had not yet looked at, to make her dif- 
We fet out a little before fun- fet, as is c i?f- gorge the water fhe had fwallowed ; but 
tomary in thofe countries, and marched I was foon ftruck with a double furprize, 
but a (Jow pace whilft we were near the when I looked at her face, to find it was 
town, to avoid any fufpicion of flight. Af- the bafla's daughter, and to fee her : - 
{«• we JiaoJ travelled thus about a lea^v.c that place, whom I thought I had r 
" Alexa 
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Alexandria. After fome time, fhe'came So (be difmiffed them immediately. I 

toherfelf, and looking fixed on me a good was all this while in one of the greateft 

while, her fenfes not being entirely re- agonies that can be exprefTed, both for 

covered, at Jaft me cried out—' O Ma- fear of my own relblutions and hers: Co 

* hornet, muft I owe my life to this man P I begged her to retire, left her wet cloaths 
and fainted away . The other lady, who mould endanger her health. I mould 
was her confidant, with a great deal of not have been able to pronounce thefe 
pains broujght her to herfelf again ; we words, if the Pophar had not caft a look 
raifed her up, and endeavoured to com- at me, which pierced me through, and 
fort ber as well as we could : ' No,* fays made me fee the danger I was in by my 
flie, 'throw me into the river once more; delay. Her refolutions now feemed to 

* let me not be obliged to a Barbarian be^ ftronger than mine. She pulled off 

* for whom I have done tpo much al- this jewel your Reverences fee on my 

* ready.' I told her in the moft refpeft- finger, andjuft faid, with tears trickling 
ful terms I could think of, that Provi- down her beautiful cheeks—' Take this, 
dence had ordered it fo, that 'I might ' and adieu P She then pulled her corn- 
make fome recompense for the undeferv- panion away, and never looked at me 
ed obligations (he had laid on me j that more. I flood amazed, aimoft without 
I had too great value for her merit, ever life or motion in me, and cannot' tell 
to make her miferable, by loving a flave, Jisw long I might have continued fo, if 
fuch as£ was, a ftranger, a Chriftian, the Pophar had not come and congraru- 
and one who had indifpenfable obliga- lated me for my deliverance. I told him, 
tions to aft as I did. She ftartled a little • I did not know what he meant by deli- 
at 'what I faid-; but after a fhort recol- verance, fori did not know whether I 
le&ion anfwered— ' Whether you are a was alive or dead, and that I was afraid 
' flave, an infidel, or whatever you pleafe, he would repent his buying of me, if I 
' you' are one of the mbft generous men procured him any more ©f thefe adven- 

* in the world. I fuppofe your obliga- tures ? • If we meet with no worfe than 

* -tions are on account of fome more hap- ' thefe,* fays he, ' we are well enough; 
4 py woman than myfelf j but fmce I ' no victory can be gained without fome 
' owe my life to you, I am refolvednot ' lofs.* So he awakened me out of my 

* to make you unhappy, any more than lethargy, and commanded us to make 

* you do me. I not only pardon you, the beft of our way. 

* but am convinced my pretentions are Though the Ponhar was uneafy to be 
' both unjuft, and aeainlt my own ho- out of the reach of the fair lady and her 

* nour.* She faid this witlj an air be- faithlefs Turks, yet he 'was not in any 
coming her quality: fhe was much more great hafte in the main, the prefent time 
at eaie when I afTured her I was engaged for his great voyage not being yet come, 
to no woman in the world 5 but that her There appeared a gaiety in his counte- 
mernory mould be ever dear to me, and nance, that feemed to promife us a pro - 
imprinted in my heart till my lalt breath, fperous journey. For my own part, 
Here ten or a dozen armed Turks came though I was glad I had efcaped my 
upon us full fpeed from the town, and dangerous enchantrefs, there wasahea- 
ieeing the Pophar and his companions, vinefs lay on my fpirits, which I could 
they cried out— ' Stop, villains! wearreft give no account of ; but the thoughts of 
« you in the name of the bafTa.' At this fuch an unknown voyage, and variety of 
we ftarted up to fee what was the matter, places, diffipated it by degrees. We 
when the laay, who knew them, bid me were eleven in number, five eldenly men, 
not be afraid; that fhe had ordered thefe and five young ones, myfelf being a 
men to purfue me, when fhe left 'Alex- fupernumerary perfon. We were 'all 
andria. That hearing we were fled off mounted upon dromedaries, which were 
by fea, fhe pretended ficknefs, and afked Very fine for that fort of creature 5 they 
leave of her father to return to Cairo, are fomething like camels, but lefs, and 
there to bemoan her misfortune with her much fwifter; they live a great while 
confidant; and was in thofe melancholy without water, as the camels do, which 
fen tim ems, when the late accident hap- was the reafon they made life of them, 
pened to her. That fhe fuppofed thefe for the barren fands they were to pafs 
men had difcovered the trick we had plaid over $ though they have the fincft feorfes 
them in not going by fea, and on better that can be feen in their own country, 
information had purfued us this vyay . They had five ipare ones to cany pro-, 

virions, 
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villous, or to change, in cafe any one of 
their own mould tire by the way. It 
was upon one of thefe five that I rode : 
we went up the Nile, leaving it on our 
left-hand all the way, fleering our courfe 
direclly for the Upper Egypt. I pre- 
fume your Reverences know, that the 
river Nile divides Egypt in two parts 
lengthways, defcending from Abyflinia 
with fuch an immenfe courle, that the 
Ethiopians faid it had no head; and 
running through the Hither Ethiopia, 
pours down upon Egypt, as the Rhine 
does through the Spanifh Netherlands, 
making it one of the richeft countries in 
the univerfe. We vifited all the towns 
on that famous river upwards, under 
pretence of merchandizing 5 but the true 
rcafon of our delay was, becaufe the 
Pophar's critical time for his great voy- 
age was not yet come. He looked at 
his ephemeris and notes almoft every 
hour, the reft of them attending his nod 
in the mod minute circumftances. As 
we approached the upper parts of Egypt, 
as nigh as I could guefs, over againft 
the defarts of Barca, they began to buy 
previfions proper for their purpofe 5 but 
particularly rice, dried fruits, and a fort 
of dried pafte that ferved us for bread. 
They bought their provifions at different 
places, to avoid fufpicion 5 and .1 ob- 
served they laid up a confiderahle quan- 
tity, both for their dromedaries and 
their felves : by which I found we had a 
long journey to make. When we came 
over againft the middle coaft of the vaft 
defart of Barca, we met with a delicate 
clear rivulet, breaking out of a rifmg 
part of the fands, and making towards 
the Nile. Here we alighted, drank our- 
felves, and gave our dromedaries to 
drink as much as they would : then we 
filled all our verTels, made on purpofe 
for carriage, and took in a much greater 
proportion of water than we had done 
provifions.— J forgot to tell your Reve- 
rences, that at feveral places as we paus- 
ed, they difmounted and killed the 
ground with a very fuperftitious devo- 
tion, and fcraped forae of the duft, which 



they put into golden urns, which' they 
had brought with them on purpofe, let- 
ting me do* what I pieafed all the while. 
This fort of devotion I then only gueffed, 
but found to be true afterwards, was the 
chief occafion of their coming into thofe 
parts ; though carried on under the pre- 
tence of merchandizing. They did the 
fame in this place; and when all were 
ready, the Pophar looking on his papers 
and needle, cried—' GauhBenimJ which 
I was informed, was as much as to fay— 
' Now, children, for our lives ;' and 
immediately, as he had fleered fouth all 
along before, he turned fhort on his right* 
hand due weft, crofs the vaft defart of 
Barca, as faft as his dromedary could 
well go. We had nothing btft fands and 
iky before us, and in a few hours were 
almoft out of danger of any one's at- 
tempting to follow us. i 

Being thus embarked, if I may fay £o 9 
on this vaft ocean of fand, a thoufand 
perplexing thoughts came into my mind, 
which I (fid not refleft on before. Be- 
hold me in the midft of the inhofpitable 
defarts of Africa, where whole armies * 
had often perifhed. The further we ad- 
vanced the more our danger encreafed. 
I was with men, who were not only 
ftrangers to myfelf, but to all the world 
be (ide j ten againft one: but this was not 
all; I was perfuaded now they were Hea- 
thens and Idolaters; for befide their fu- 
perftitious kifTing the earth in feveral 
places, I obferved they looked up towards 
the Sun, and fcemed to addrefs their orai- 
fons to that planet, glorious indeed, but 
a planet and a creature never thelefs. Then 
I reflected on what the Pophar faid when 
he bought me, that 1 was not likely to 
return. € It is poffible,' thought I, ' I 
' am deftined for a human iaciifice, to 
( fome Heathen god in the midft of this 
« vaft defart.* But not feeing airy arms 
they had, either offenfive or defenfive, ex- 
cept their fhort goads to prick on their 
dromedaries, I was a little eafy. I had 
privately provided myfelf with two 
pocket- pi ftols, and was refolved to defend 
myfelf till the la ft gafp. But when I con- 



* Ancient hiftories give us feveral in/rances of a great number of perfons, and even whole 
armies, who have been loft in the fands of Africa. Herodotus in Thalia, fays chat Cam* 
byfes thefon of Cyrus the Great, in his expedition againft the Ethiopians, was brought to 
fuch ftraits in thofe vaft defarts, that they were forced to eat every tenth man before they 
could get back again. The other army, which he fent to deftroy the temple of Jupiter 
Hammon, was entirely overwhelmed and loft in the fands*. He no dot. Thalia. The 
Idolaters imputed it as a punUhment for his impiety againft Jupiter, but it was for want of 
knowing the danger. 1 fuppofe very few are ignorant of the contrivance of Marius the 
Roman general, to get over the fands to Capfa, to feixc Jugurtha's treafr** -i»u*k k^ 
thought fccure* Sailvst. ds Billo Jucvkthin, 
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fidered that unparalleled' juftice and hu- 
manity 1 had experienced in their treat- 
men » of me, I was a little comforted. As 
for the difficulty of patting the defarts, I 
reflected that their own lives were as 
much in danger a.s mine; that they muft 
have iomeunknown ways of palling them 
over, otherwiie they would never expofe 
themfelves to fuch evident danger. 

I mould have told your Reverences, 
that we fet out a^ little before fun-fet, to 
avoid the heats* June the 9th, 1688 j the 
moon was about the firft quarter, and 
carried on the light till nighdawn of day 5 
the glittering of the fands, or rather 
pebbly gravel, in which there were abun- 
dance of mining ft ernes like jewels or cry- 
ftal, mcreafed the light, that we could fee 
to fteerour courfe by the needle very well. 
We went on at a vaft rate, the drome- 
daries being very fwift creatures ; their 
pace is more running than galloping, 
much like that of a mule; that I verily 
believe, from fix o'clock in the evening 
till about ten the next day, we fan almolt 
an hundred and twenty Italian miles : we 
had neither flop nor let, but fleered our 
courfe in a direct line, like a (hip under 
fail. The heats were not nigh fo unfuf- 
ferable as I ex^peftedj for though we faw 
nothing we could call a mountain in thofe 
immenfe Bares, yet the fands, or at leaft 
the way we fteered , was very high ground : 
that as foon as we were out of the breath 
of the habitable countries, we had a per- 
petual breeze blowing full in our faces 5 
yet fo uniform, that it fcarce raffed any 
duft : partly becaufe, where we pafted, 
the fands were not of that fmall dufty 
kind, as in fome parts of Africa,, whicn 
fly in clouds with the wind, overwhelm- 
ing all before it, but of a more gravelly 
kind 5 and partly from an imperceptible 
dew, which, though not fo thick as fog, 
morftenedthefurfaceof the ground pretty 
much . A little after Bine next morning, 
we came to (bme clumps of (hrubby 
trees, with a little mofs on the ground in- 
flead of grafs : here the wind fell, and the 
heats became very violent. The Pophar 
ordered us to alight and pitch our tents, 
to flicker both ourfelves and dromedaries 
from the heats. Their tents were made of 
the fined fort of oiled cloth I ever law, 
prodigious light and portable, yet capa- 
ble of keeping out both rain and fun. 



Here we refremed ourfelves and beafts till 
a little after fix j when we fet out agam, 
(leering ftill directly weft as nigh as I 
could guefs. We went on thus, for three 
days and nights without any considerable 
accident, only I obferved the ground 
feemed to rife infenfibly higher, and the 

' Breezes not only ftronger, but the air it- 
felf much cooler* About ten the third 

, day, we faw fome more clumps of trees 
on our right-hand, which looked greener 
and thicker than the former, as if they 
were the beginning of fome habitable 
vale, as in effect they were. The Pophar 
ordered us to turn that way, which was 
the only turning out of our way we had 
yet made. By the chearfulnefs of their 
countenances, I thought this might be 
the beginning of their country; but I was 
very much miftaken ; we had a far longer 
and more dangerous way to go, than what 
we had pa (Ted hitherto. However, this 
was a very remarkable (ration of our 
voyage, as your Reverences.will find by 
the fecjuel. As we advanced, we found it 
to open and defcend gradually; till at 
length we faw a molt beautiful vale, full 
of palms, dates, oranges, and other fruit- 
trees, entirely unknown in thefe parts, 
with fuch a ref refiling fmell from the 
odoriferous fhrubs, as filled the whole air 
with perfumes* j we rode into thethickeft 
of it as fail as we could to enjoy the in- 
viting (hade. Weeafed our dromedaries, 
and took the firft care of them 5 for on 
them all our fafeties depended. After we 
had refremed ourfelves, the Pophar or- 
dered every one to go to deep as foon as 
be could, fince' we were like to have 
but little the three following days. I 
mould have told your Reverences, that as 
foon as they alighted, they fell down flat 
on their faces and killed the earth, with a 
great deal of feeming joy and .ardour, 
which I took to be a congratulation for 
{heir happy arrival at fo holpitable a 
place, but it vjrs on a quite different ac- 
count. I was the firft who awoke after 
our refreshment $ my thoughts and fears, 
though much calmer than they had been, 
would not fuffcr me to be fo fedate as the 
reft. Finding the hour for departing was 
not yet come, I got up, and walked in 
that delicious grove, which was fo much 

t he more delightful, as the defarts we had 

p alfed were dreadful and horrid* I pafled 



* The prodigious fertility of Africa, in the vales between the defarts and the /ktrt*of it, 
for a great breadth towards the two fcas, is recorded by the be ft hiftorians 5 though, the ridge 
of it, ever which 6tir author was conducted, and other particular traces, are all covered 
with finds* 



on 
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#o, defending towards the centre of the ' do it.' At this they pulled out their : 
vale, not doubting but by the greennefs ftores,fomeoi* their choiccft fruits, a cruife 
and fragrancy of the place, I mould find v of rich wine, fome bread,a burning glafs, 
a fpring of water. I had not gone far, a thurible*, perfumes, and other initru- 
but I (aw a moft delicate rill, bubbling ments commonly ufed in the Heathen fa- 
out from under a rock, forming a little crifices. I looked agnail at this (trange 
natural bafon, from whence it ran glid- fight, which was fuch as I had r*cvcr ob- 
ing down the centre of the vale, encreaf- fenred in them before, and began to ap- 
ing as it went, till in all appearance it prehend that I was now really defigned 
might form aconfiderable rivulet, unlefs tor a human facrifice.f to fome infernal 
it were fwallowed up again in the fands. god or other; but when I compared the 
At that place the vale ran upon a pretty Pophar's late words with what I faw, I 
deep defcent, fo that I could fee over the fcarce doubted of it, and was contriving 
trees and (hrubs below me, almoft as far with myfelf to fell my life as dear as I 
as my eye's could reach; encreafing or could. The Pophar ordered us to bring 
decreafing in breadth as the hills of fands, the dromedaries, and every thing along 
for now they appeared to be hills, would with us, for fear, as he fai'd, they fbould 
give it leave. Here I had the moft de- be devoured by wild beafts. We defcend- 
ltghtful profpe& that the moft lively ima- ed towards the centre of the vale, where 
gination can form to itfelf ; the fun-burnt I faw the fountain. They went on a great 
Kills of fand on each fide, made the greens way lower into the vale, till it began tQ 
look ftill more charming; but the fing- be very deep; but we found a narrow 
ing of innumerable unknown birds, with way made by art, and not feeming to have 
the different fruits and perfumes exhaling been very long unfrequented , which was 
from the aromatick fhrubs, rendered the more Airprizing,becaufe I took the place 
place delicious beyond expreflion. After to be uninhabited, and even inaccefliblc 
I had drank my nil, and delighted my- to all but thefe people. We were forced 
felf with thofc native rarities, I faw a to defcend one by one, leading our dro- 
large lion come out of the grove, about medaries in our hands: I took particular , 
two hundred paces below me, going very care to be the hindmoft, keeping at a 
quietly to the fpring to lap: when he had little diftance from the reft, for fear of a 
drank, he whifked his tail two or three furprize. They marched down in a 
times, and began to tumble on the green mournful kind of proceflion, obferving a 
grafs. I took the opportunity to (lip away moft profound filence all the while. At 
back to my companions, very glad I had length we came into the fineft natural 
cfcaped fot they were all awake when I amphitheatre that it is poffible to de- 
came up, and had been in great concern fcribe. There was nothing but odori* 
for my abfencc The Pophar feemed ferous greens and iky to be feen; except 
more difpleafed that I had left him, than downwards right before us, where we had 
ever I faw him ; he mildly chid me for a moft delicious profpe£ over that glo* 
expofing myfelf to be devoured by wild rious vale, winding a little to the right, 
beafts; but when I told them of the water till it was intercepted by the collateral 
and the lion, they were in a greater fur- hills. At the upper part of the am phi - 
prize, looking at one another with a fort theatre, where the break of the hill made 
of fear in their looks, which I interpret- that agreeable efplanade, there ftood an 
ed to be for the danger I had efcaped ; but ancient pyramid, juft after the manner of 
it was on another account. After fome thofe in Egypt, but nothing near fo big 
words in their own language, the Pophar as the leaft of them. In the front of it 
froke aloud inLingua Fr/anca—t I think,' that faced the vale, the fteps were cut out 
(ays he, ' we may let this young man fee in the form of an altar, on which was 

* all our ceremonies, efpccially fince he erected a ftatue of a venerable old man, 

* willfoon be out of danger of difcover- done to the life, of the fineft polifhed 

* ing them, if he ftioujd have a mind to marble, or rather fome unknown ftone at 

• An inftrument to hold ineenfe. 
f Our author*! fears were not vain, confjdering the preparatives he faw, and other cir- 
Cumftances.vBefidtfs, it is well known, the ancient Africans, particularly the Getuitans and 
Lybians, and even the Carthaginians, made ufe of human facrifices to appeafe their deities. 
Bochart, in the fecond part of his Geographia Sacra, proves beyond queftion, that the Car* 
thagitrians were part of the people of Canaan driven out by Jo(hua, who ufed to facrifice 
their children to Moloch. Sec. Even in Hannibal's time, when they were grown more polite, 
they feat privately children to Tyre, for a Sacrifice to Hercules, 

K infinite 
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infinite more value. Here, I had not" the 
lead doubt, but that I was to be facri- 
ficed to this idol. The Pophar feeing me 
at a di (lance, called to me to come and 
fee their ceremonies. Then I thought it 
was time to fpeak or never. * Father," 
faid I, '"fince you give ma leave to call 
4 you fo, I am willing to perforin all 

* your commands, where the honour of 
4 the fupreme God is not called iii quef- 
4 tiori : but I am ready to die a thouland 
4 deaths rather than give his honour to 
4 another. I am a Chriftian, and believe . 
4 one only God, the fupreme Being of 
4 all beings, and Lord of the univerfe; 
4 for which reafon I cannot join with 

4 you in your idolatrous worihip, IF 

* you are refolved to put me to death 
4 on that account, I here offer my life 
4 freely. If I am to be made a part of 
4 your infernal facrifice, I'll defend my- 
4 felf to the laft drop of my blood, before 
4 I will fubmit to it.* He anfwered me 
with a frriile, rather than with any indig- 
nation, and told me, when I came to be 
Jjetter acquainted with them, I mould 
find they were not fo inhuman as to put 
people to death, becaufe they were of a 
different opinion from their own. Thai 
this was only a religious ceremony they 
performed to their deceafed ancestors *, 
and if I had not a mind to afiift at it, 
I might fit down at what diftance I 
pleafed. 

[Secretary, TThe inquifitors were exi 
tremel) pleafed with the firft part of 
his difcourfe, wherein he (hewed fuch 
courage in defence of his religion, and 
refolution to die rather than join in 
their idolatrous worfhip 5 but all hail 
liked to have been dafhed again by the 
fecond part, which made one of the 
inquifitors interrupt his narration', and 
aik him the following queftion. 

Inquifitor. I hope you do not think it 
unlawful to perfecute, or even to put 
to death, obftinate Hereticks, who 
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would deftroy the religion of our fore- 
fathers, and lead others into the fame] 
damnation with themfelves. Iftrea- 
fon againft one's prince maybe punim- 
ed with death, why may not treafori 
againft the King of neaven be puriiflicl 
with the like penalty? Haveacareyoii 
/ do not caft reflections on the holy in- 

quifition. 
Gauclentio. Reverend fathers ! I only 
• relate bare matter of fact, as it wai 
fpoke by the mouth of a Heathen; ig- 
norant of our holy miyfteries 5 1 have; 
all the reafon in the world to extol thi 
juftice of the holy Inquilition : hbr do 
I think, but in fuch cafes mentioned! 
by your Reverences, it may be lawful 
to ufe the utmoft feverities to prevent 
greater evils. But it argued a won- 
derful moderation in the Pophar, 
which I found to be his real ienti- 
ments, not unbecoming a Chriftian in 
fuch circumftances, where it did not 
tend to the deftruclion of the whole. 
—But in this, as in all other matters, 
I fubmit to your decifions. 
Secretary. I mterpofed in his favour, 
and put the inquifitors in mind; that 
there was nothing but what was juft 
in his anfwers.: and we ourfelves only 
ufed thofe rigours in the laft extremi- 
ty, to prevent greater mischiefs $ Co 
they bid him read 6n.] v 
Wnen the Pophar had fatd this, he 
and the reft of them fell down on their 
faces and kited the earth : then with trie 
burning- glafs they kindled fome odori- 
ferous woods 5 put the coals in the thu- 
rible with the incehie,, and incenfed the 
idol or ftatue: that done, they poured 
the wine on the altar j fet bread on this 
one fide, and fruits on the other ; and 
having lighted two little pyramids of 
moft delicious perfumes at each end of 
the great pyramid, they fat them down 
round the fountain, whicn I fuppofe was 
conveyed by art under the pyramid"}-, 



* The earlieft accounts of Egypt, from whence thefc people come, tell us that they had 
* great veneration for their deceafed anchors. &ee the third part of theBi&op of Meapx's 
Vniverfal Hiftory, <ju>ted above.— Diodorus Siculus, who lived in the beginning of Aif-» 
guftus's reign, fays of the Egyptians, * to vnfi vke r*4>ac ftiXira rart*}&(afv, they we're par* 
ticularly dil-gent about their iepulchretf, or in the wojftin q/ th'ejrdead. The faffie fuper^ 
ftition reigns ftill among the Chinefe, whom I rtiall fliew afterwards to have been a colo- 
ny of Egyptians, notwithstanding that China, and Egypt, are fo far diftant from each other* 
' f The ancient Egyptians hajd a 4 ran g e fondnefs far building pyramids 5 whether -they 
were for the fame end as the tower of Babd, that is,, to make themfelve^.a name, or for 
other ends, we cannot tell.— 7 The great pyramid is more ancient than all ,the rcft> jnfo- 
jnuch that tbebcil authors do not know when to fix itY^e, fome faying.it was built by 
Morris their firft king, others by- Cecrops, Lector. . But if the account the Pophar gives pf 
their origip, at the next ftation,.be true, it was,, built before 'there wm any king in Egypt* 
The river NiiC was conveyed by art under the great pyramid. 
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apd i/Tued out in the middle of the sup- f chief fupportof our being ; Co we leave 

phitheatre. There they refreshed thefti- * them there as a teftimony, that the 

(elves, and gathered the fruits which ( venerable old roan, whofe ftarue you 

Hung round us in fhp grove, eating of * fee, was, under Cod, the author and 

them very heartily, and inviting me to * father of our nation/ fhis faid, he 

do the like. I made fome difficulty at told us it was time to make the bed of 

flrft, fearing it might be part of the fa- our way 5 fo they all got up, and having 

crifTcej but they auunng me all was but kitted the ground once more, the five 

a civil ceremony, I joined them, and die) elderly men fcraped a little of the earth, 

as they did. The Pophar turned to me, and put in fine golden veflfels, with ft 

and faid— c My fon, we worfhip one great deal of care and refpecT:. After 

' moft high God, as you do : what we refrelhing ourfelvcs again, we made our 

* did ju(f now, was not that we believe provision of fruits and water, and lead- 
' any deity in that ftatue, or adored it ing our dromedaries up the way we came 
1 as a ,God j but only refpecl it as a down, mounted and fet out for the re- 

* memorial, and in remembrance of bur mainder of our journey. 

' great anceftor, who heretofore con- We were now paft the tropick of Can- 

* dueled our fore -fathers to this place, cer §, as I found by our {hadows going 
.' and was buried in this pyramid *. fouthward 5 and went on thus a Tittle*, 

* The reft of our fore-fathers, who died bending towards the weft again, almnft 

* before ,they were forced to leave this parallel to the tropick, the breezes in- 

* valley, are buried all around us : that creafing rather ftronger than before, fo 

* is the reafon we kitted the ground, not that about midniglft it was really cold. 

* thinking it lawful to ftLr the bones of We gave our dromedaries water- about 
5 the dead. We did the fame in Egypt, fun- riling, and refrained ourfelves a little 5 

* Becaufe we were originally ofthat then fet out with new vigour at a prodi- 

* lancl : our particular anceftors lived in gious rate : ftill the breezes fell between 
' that part, which was afterwards called nine and ten; however we made fliift to 

* Thebes f. The time will not permit go on, becaufe they came again about 
' me to acquaint you at prefent, how noon : between three and four was the 

* we were driven out of our native coun- hotteft time of all. Befides, going now 
,* try 10 this place, and afterwards from parallel to the tropick, we travelled on the 

* this place to the land we are now not fands, a very little defcending j where- 

* going to, but you (hall know all here- as when we pointed fouthwards towards 
'after. The bread, fruits, and wine, the line, we found the ground to be in- 
' we laid on the altar J, as they are the fenubly riling upon us (j but as we went 

* One of the ends of building the pyramids, was certainly for burying -pi aces for fome 
great men. * 

f Thebes, once the raoft famous city of Egypt, having a hundred gates, &c. was the Na 

Amon, or Diafpofis of the ancients, Bochart. Phaleg. lib. 4. Tacitus fays, that in 

'the time* of Germanicus, -there was remaining an infeription fn the Egyptian language, Gg- 

nifying," Habit ajft quondam (Thebis) Jepttngenta milba Bominum atatenrilitari. That there 

.were once feven hundred thoufand inhabitants in Thebes fit to bear arms. Tacit, lib. 

,a. Annal. 

X This is certainly rank idolatry, notwithstanding the Pophar calls it but a civil cere- 
mony. Thus the wodbip the Chinefe pay to their dead, and allowed by the Jefuits, was 
faid by them to be but a pious civil ceremony, though it was like this, or rathet more fuper- 
ftitidus. See the condemnation of it by Pope Clrment XI. 

€ When perfons are beyond that tropick, at mid -4 ay the Shadows of things are towards 
the fouth, becaufe the fun is then north of us ; 

Miranturqut umbras trarifire Jimfirat* 

They might have parted the tropick before, fi nee it runs over part of the defart of Barca, not 
much fouthward of Egypt $ but it feeras they (leered weftward for fome time. 

j) His obfervations are ju(r,£nce all the new philofophers allow the earth to be fpheroi- 
dal and gibbous towards the equator. Whoever therefore goes by land, either from the north 
or fouth towards the equator, muft afcerid. This feems 10 be a very natural reafon, why 
thofe immenfe Bares are not fo exceflive hot. The h'gheft mountains are confiderably 
nig her the fun than the lowlands, yet oCcefli ve cold in the hotteft climates; in the vales the 
«rays of the fun are cooped in, and doubled and trebled by refraction and reflection, 
The fame air put in a turbulent motion will be hot, 'and in a direct one cold* 
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on thefe almoft flats, if it had not been wines they had along with them for thit 
that we were almoft on the ridge of Africa, purpofe, told us, we might fleep as long 
'which made it cooler than one can well as we would j only bid us be fure to co- 
believe, it had been impoiiible to bear ver ourfelves well 5 for the nights were 
the heats. When we refted,'we not only long, and even cold about midnight, 
pitched our tents for ourfelves and dro- We were all foon afleep, and did not 
medaries* but the fands were fo hot, that wake till four the next morning. The 
we were forced to lay things under our Pophar, felicitous for all our fafeties as 
feet to preferve them from burning, well as his own, (for this was the critical 
Thus we travelled through tfiofe difmal time of our iourney) was awake the firft 
defarts for four days, without fight of of us. When we were up, arid had re- 
any living creature but ourfelves* Sands frefhed ourfelves, which we did with a 
and iky were all that preferred itfelf very good appetite, he told us we mud go 
to our view * The fatigue was the uponthefanasaspuntoobferve the figns. 
grcateft I ever underwent in my life. We took our dromedaries along with 
The fourth day, about eight in the mora- us, for fear of wild hearts, though we 
ing, by good fortune for us, or elfe by faw none, walking gently up the fands* 
the prudent forecaft of the Pophar, who till we came to a very high ground. 
knew alt his ftatipns, we faw another v We had but a dreary profpect, as far 
vale towards the right-hand, with fome as our eyes could carry us, of fun -burnt 
itraggling trees here and there, tmt not plains, without grafs, (lick, or ihrub, 
leeraing nigh fo pleafant as the firft : we except when we turned our backs to look 
made to it with alt our fpeed, and had at the vale where we had lain all night, 
much ado to bear the heats till we came which we faw fpread and extended itfelf 
.to it. We alighted immediately, and avaftway. He aflured us, the notes left 
led our dromedaries down the gentle de- for rules by his anceftors, mentioned a> 
fcent till we could find a thicker part of fpring in that vale below us, which run- 
it. The firft trees were thin and old, as ning lower became a rivulet; but that, 
if they had jtfft ihoufure enough to keep either by an earthquake, or fome flood 
them alive s the ground was but juft co-« of fand, it was quite choaked up, run- 
vered over with a little fun-burnt mo£s, ning under ground, without any -one** 
without any fign of water, but our ftock knowing whether it broke out again, or 
was not yet gone. At length, as we was entirely fwallowed up *. He fai J 
defcended, the grove encreaied every alfo, that by themoft ancient accounts 
way, the trees were large, with fome of his forefathers, the fands were not in 
dates here and there, but not fo good as their times fo dangerous to pafs as they 
in the other. We refted a little, and are now, or of fuch yaft extent f$ but 
then continued to defcend for fome time, had fruitful vales much nearer one an- 
till we came into a very cool and thick other than at prefent. He added, that 
lhade. Here, the Popnar told us, we he wifhed earaeftly to fee the figns he 
mail flay two or three days, perhaps wanted for proceeding on our way 5 fince 
longer, till he faw his ufual figns for there was no {lining till they appeared; 
proceeding on his journey; and bid us and that, according to his ephemeris and 
be fparing of our water, for fear of ac - notes, they mould appear about this time, 
c i dents . We fettled our dromedaries as unlefs femething very extraordinary hap- 
before : for ourfelves, we could fcarce pened. This was about eight in the 
take any thing, we were fo fatigued, morning, the ninth day after we fet out 
wanting reft more than meat and drink* for the defarts. He was every now and 
The Pophar, ordering us fome cordial then looking fouthward, or fouth-weA, 

i 

* Geographers agree, that rivers, and even great lakes in Africa, fink under ground, and 
are quite loft without any vifible outlets. The vaft depth of the ftrata of fand feem more 
proper to fwallow them up there, than in other parts of the world. 

-j- There feems to be a natural reafon for what he fays } for thofe vaft fands, or hills of 
gravel, were undoubtedly left by the general deluge, as probably all the lefler ftrata or beds 
of gravel were. Yet great part of them muft have been covered with flime, or mud, for 
lever*! years after the deluge, fome thinner, fome thicker, and coafequently more moift 
and productive accordingly. Neverthelefs, the violent rays of the fun ftlll render then 

- more dry and barren, and, in all probability, thefe defarts will eamaie more and more, 

' where the country is not cultivated* 

wiil> 
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with great foficitude in his looks, as if fourcc of the Nile 5 in which parts they 

he wondered he faw nothing. At length, fell for three weeks or a month together ; 

lie cried out, with great emotions of joy— which was the occafion of the over-flow* 

« It is coming ! — Look yonder,* fays he, ing of that river J : but that on this fide 

f towards the fouth-weft, as far as your the equator, it only rained about fifteen 

• eyes can carry you, and fee what you days, preceded by thofe whirlwinds ani 
1 can difcover.' We told him, we faw clouds of fand, which rendered all that 
nothing but fome clouds of fand, carried trail impaifable, till the rains had laid 
round here and there like whirlwinds, them again. By this time we were 
« That is the fign I want,* continued he; comedown to our refting- place, and 

• but mark well which way it drives.* though we did not want fleep or refrefh- 
We faid it drove direclly eaftward, as ment, yet we took both; to have the cool 
nigh as we could guefs. * It does,* fays of the evening to recreate ourfelves after 
he i then turning his face weftwards, fo much fatigue, not being likely to 
with a little point of the fouth— * All move till the next evening at fooneft. 

« thofe vaft awaits,* fays he, * are now At five in the evening, the Pophar 

• in fuch a commotion of ftorms and called us up to go with him once more to 
' whirlwinds, that man and beaft will the higheft part of the defart, faying he 
' foon be overwhelmed in the rolling wanted one fign yet, which he hoped to 
' waves of fands.* He had fcarce faid have that evening, or elfe it would go 
this, but we faw, at a vaft diftance, ten hard with us for want of water, otir pro- 
thousand little whirlfpouts of fond, ri fing viiion of it being almoft fpent 5 and there 
and falling with a prodigious tumuit were no fprings in the defarts that we 
and velocity * eaftward, with vaft thick were to pafs over, till we came within a 
clouds of fand andduft following them, long day's journey of the end of our 
— * Come/ lays he, ' let us return to voyage. However, he fcarce doubted 

• our refting-place, for there we muft but we mould fee the certain fign he 
( ftay, till we fee further how matters wanted this evening ; on which account 
'.go/ As this .appeared newer to me there did not appear fuch a folicitude in 
than any of the reft, and being pofleffed his countenance as before: for though 
with a great idea of the knowledge of he was our governor, or captain, and 
the man, I made bold to afk him, what had the refpectful deference paid to him, 
was the caufe of this fudden phscnome- yet he governed us in aH reipe&s, as if 
non : he told me, that about that full- we were his children, with all the ten- 
moon therealways fellprodigious rain s f , dernefs of a father, as his name imported; 
coming from the wefternpart of Africa, though none of the company were his 
on this fide the equator, and driving a real children. . If there were any figns 
little fouth-weft for fome time at firft, but of partiality, it was in my favour, al- 
afterwards turning almoft fouth, and ways expreftlng the moft endearing ten- 
crofllng the line till they came to the dernefs for me, which the other young 

* 

* Though in the vaft ocean between the tropicks, where promontories do not inter- 
vene; the winds are generally eafterly, yet there is a perpetual weft wind blows into Guinea. 
There are vaft rains at the foUHces between the tropicks, as the accounts of thofe parts 
declare ; though at that time of the year, more beyond the line than on this fide of it. It 
is not to be queftioned, but in fuch violent changes, particularly before thofe rains, there 
moft be furious hurricanes of wind and fand, enough to overwhelm whole armies and coun- 
tries.. The moft incredible part of this narration, is how they could travel at all under the 
tropiclc, in thefummer folftice; only, as he fays, the ground being very high and open, it 
muft draw air. 

f Naturalifts agree, that beyond the line there are great rains at that feafon. It is pof- 
fible they may begin on this fide, being driven by the perpetual weft winds into Guinea, 
tad then by" natural caufes turn towards the line and foutbern tropkk. 

% The caufes of the overflowing of the river Nile, unknown to moft of the ancients, are 
now allowed to be the great rains falling in Tune and July about the line, and the fouthera 
tropiclc, and the melting of the fnow on tne mountains of the' moon laying in that trad. 
None can wonder there ihouid be fnow in thofe hot climates, who have beard of the Andes 
or Cordillerias bordering on Peru. Our Italy is very hot, vet the Alps and Appenines are 
three parts of the year covered with fnow. The Nile overflows in Aaguft, which fcerns to 
be a proper diftance of time for the waters to come down to Egypt, fuch a vaft way off from 
the caufe of jt. There is a river in CocUuchioa, and etfewhere, that overflow? ' * ' 
.gunner. 
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joes, tafearf of taking any>d'tt1ike at, uylifc, asi*fore, 91$ apt to join witi 

were ^eallv pleafed with* No brothers ^hem in their idolatrous worfhip. For I 

in the world could he more loving to one could not be ignorant now, that they bad 

another th^n we were. The elderly men a wrong notion of God, and if they ac- 

fook delight in feeing our youthful gam- knowledged any, it was the fun : which 

jbols with one another: it is true their in effeel is, xhe lead irrational idolatry 

mature is, of the two, a .little more in- people can be guilty of *. When they 

clined to gravity than that of the ,lta- dad done their orations, the Fophar turn- 

lians, who are.np light.patipn $ vet their ed to me, and faid— •' I fee you won't 

gravity is accompanied with all the fe- * join with us in any of our religious ce- 

renity and chearfulnefs imaginable^ and 'tremonies* but Imufttell y.oq f * cor>- 

J thought then at our firft acquaintance, tinued he, * that cloud is the /aving of 

that ^ had never (een. fiich an air .of a ' all our lives : and as that great fun/ 

free-born people in .my- life; as if they pointing to t&e luminary, ' isthe inftjru> 

knew no other fubjeftjon but what was ' rnent that draws it up, as indeed he is 

merely filial. When we came tp the * the preferver of all our beings, wcthink 

/n'gh ground, we could i^cthe hurricanes * ourielves obliged to return our thanks 

slay (till,; but what was rapre wonder- ' xo him.* Herebe topped, as if he had 

Jul, yery few effects of that aerial tumult a mind to hear what I could iay for my- 

pme our way, but drove qn almoft pa- felf. I was not willing to enter into dif- 

ra'llel to the equator : the air looked ljke putes, well knowing' that religious quar- 

2 brown dirty fog, towards, the .eait and rels are the moft provoking of any 5 yet 

ibuth-ea#; all the whirlwinds tending I thought myfelf obliged to make pro- 

*owaru> thofe parts : it began after fome fe/Tion of my belief in the fupreme God, 

.time.tp loojc a little more lightfome to- now I was called upon to the profefled 

.wards the weft; ,but fo, as if it were oc- worfhip of a faHe deity. I anfwered 

jcafioned ,by a rnore.ftrong and fettled with the moft modeft rejpeit, I was ca- 

mn&. At Jengtji, we perceived at the pable of, that that glorious planet was 

(fartheft horizon,, the edge of a prodigious one of the phyfical caufes of the prefer- 

Wackclqud,££tending jtfeif to the fouth- vation of our beings, and of the produc- 

;weft and weAern .points, rifing with a tion of all things; but thatiie was pro- 

difcernible rnotion, though nQt very fait, duced himielf by the moft high God, 

We faw plain enough, by tlie blacknefs the firftcaufe and author of all things in 

and thicknefsof.it, that jt ; prqguoiticated .heaven and earth : the fun only moving 

,2 great 4eal of rain, jlere they all fell ,by his order, a&an inanimate being, in- 

,proftrate on the earth 5 then raifmg up .capable ofiiearingour prayers, and only 

,their hands #nd eyes towards the fun, operating by his direction. However, X 

they feemed to pay their adorations to .offered to join with.him in returning my 

that great luminary. The Pophar, with beft thanks .to the moft high- God, f«r 

an audible voice, pronounced fome un- creating the fun, capable by his heat to 

known words, as if he were returning raifethat cloud for the faving ouf lives". 

thanks to that planet for what he faw. Thus I adapted my anfweiy as nigh to 

At this I ftepped back, and kept myfelf his djfeou/feas I could, yet not fo as to 

^t a diftance $ not Co ,rnuch for fear of deny my .faith. For I could not entirely 

* All idolatry being a worflup of creatures inftead of the one Supreme God, moft be ir- 
rational. But jt is certain, and well attefted by ancient hiftory, that the eaftern nations 
.worshipped the fun : probably it w*s the £rft idolatrous worihip that was in the world. The 
jgreat benefits all nature receives frqmbis influence;, the glorious brightnefs of his rays ; the 
variety, yet>conirant tenor of his motions, might induce ignorant people to believe him to 
be of a fu peri or nature to other creatures, though it h evidently certain, he is limitqd in 
his perfections, and confcqueittly no Cod. It is true, the ancient Egyptians, from whom 
tbe.fe people fprung, as will be feen afterwards, worshipped the fun in the moft early times. 
.There wjs,aprieft of the fun in the patriarch Jofeph's time. And the Egyptians frere 
,(broe of the firlr atfrpnomers in the world, contending for antiquity with the Chaldeans". 
Though both the Chains and Egyptians had their knowledge from the defendants 
of Sherp, 9r his father. Nqah, who by the admirable ftrutlure of the ark, appears to have 
.been mailer of very great fcien^es. I fay the. Egyptians being fo much addicted to aftro- 
,D"my, it is probable that glorious luminaiy was the chief object of their wormip, They 
( <iU not worflup idoh and hearts rill long afterwards. See the learned Boshait's Pka- 
1.EG. IN Mi&aAiN*' 

till 
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tell what to make of them & yet;, fince that grove extended, o* whether (hot . 

I obferved, they were more mj ilenous in were any inhabitants. He told me, be 

their religious ceremonies, than in any could not tell any thing of either. That' 

thing elfe * j or rather, this was the only it was poffible the grove might enlarge 

thing they were teferved in. Hepon- ttfelf chfcrent ways, anong the winding 

dered a good while on what I faid, but hills; fince his accounts told hkn, there 

it length he added— ' You are not much * had been a rivulet of water, though now 

4 out of the way : you and I will talk this fwallowed up; but he believed there were 

' matter over anotner time;'' fo turned off no inhabitants, fince there was no men* 

the dlfcourfe; I fuppofed it to be becaufe tion made of them in his papers. Nuf 

of the young men Handing by us, who did he believe any other people in the 

he had not a mind ihduld receive any world, befide themfelves, knew the way* 

other notions of religion, but what they or would venture io far into thole horrid 

had been taught. It was fun-fet by the inhofpi table defarts. Having a mind t» 

time we came down to the grove. We learn whether he had any certain know-* 

had fome {mail flights of fand, caufed by ledge of the longitude, which creates fuck 

an odd commotion in the. air, attended difficulties to the Europeans, I afked 

with little whirlwinds, which put us in how he was Aire that was the place, or hf 

fome apprehenfions of a fand* fhower ; but what rule he could know how far he was 
ie bid us take courage, firice he could not come, or where He was to turn to right 
find in all his accounts, tt\at the hnrri- or left. He flopped a little at my quef- 
canes or rains ever came, in any great tions $ then, without any apparent heiita- 
quantity, as far as we were, the nature tion—' Why,' faid he, « we know by the 
of them being to drive more parallel to * needle, how far we vary from thenortfc 
the equator: but he was fure we mould 'or fouth point, at leaft till we come to 
have fome; and ordered us to pitch our c the tropickf; if not, we can take the 
tents as firm as we could, and draw out ' meridian and height of the fun, an4 
411 our water veflels, to catch the rain 'knowing the time ofthe year, we can tell 
agaimt all accidents. When this was ' how near we approach to, or are off the 
done, and we had eat our fuppers, we re- ' equator.*— ' Yes,' faid Ij ' but as the»e 
created ourfelves in the grove, wandering ' are dim*rent meridians eveiy ftep yo« 
about here and there, and difcourling of ' take, how can you tell how far you go 
the nature of thefe phenomena. We did ' ealt or weft, when you run either way 
not care to go to reft fo foon, having re- ' in parallel lines J to the tropick or the 
toofed ourfelves to well that day, and ' equator? 1 Here he flopped again, and 
having ail the following night and the either could not make any certain difbo* 
next day to ftay in that place. The grove very, or had not a mind to let me into the , 
grew much pleafanter as we advanced feci ct. The firft was moftlikely 5 however^ 
i nto it j there were a great many dates and he anfwered readi ly enough, and (kid- 
other fruits,the natural produce of Africaj ' You pleafe me with your curious quel* 
but fibt quite fo rich as in the firft grove. c tions, fince I find you are fenfibleof 
I made bold to afk the Pophar, how far ' the difficulty. Why,* continued hc% 

• This agrees with all ancient accounts of the firft people of Egypt} witnefs their em- 
blem*, hieroglyphicks, &c. Moft of the ancient fables, under which fo many myfterie* were 
couched, did not firft fpririg from the Greeks, though improved by them* but from thfe 
Egyptians and Chaldeaos, who at firft held a communication of fciences with one another^ 
but grew to emulofity afterwards. The wonderful things the Egyptian Magi did, in imita- 
tion of the miracles wrought by Mofes, fhew they were great artifts. 

f Experimental philofophy tells us, that the needle is of little ufe in navigation, when 
under the line} but lies fluctuating without turning to any point of itfelf, becaufe, as fomfc 
fuppofe, the current of the magnetick effluvia, flying from pole to pole, has there it's longeifc 
axis, as the diameter of the equator is longer than the axis of the world. But whether this 
has the fame effect on the needle by land, which is the cafe, as it has by fea, we mult have 
more certain experiments to know, though it is probable it may. 

% Wherever we ftand, we are on the fummit of the globe with refpeel to us* Vftto- 
ever therefore thinks to go due weft, parallel to the equator, or eaB, will not do fo, but 
will cut thie fine at long-run, becaufe he makes a greater circle. Thefe men therefore, wKefk 
they thought they went due weft, were approaching to the line, more than they were awa"rfe 
of, and fuppofing the ftru&ure of the earth to be fpneroidical, went up hill all the ttav, 
Ming (brae finall inequalities. 
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* all the method we have is, to obferve nation- to reft, whatever m£ companion* 
4 exactly how far our dromedaries go in had; but pondering with myieif, both 

* an hour, or any other fpace of time : the nature of the thing, and the pro* 
« you lee we go much about the fame digious (kill thefe men mud have in the 

* pace; we have noftops in our way, but laws of the univerfe, I ftaid with impa- 
< what we know of, to refrefh ourlelves tience waiting the event. 

4 or fo, for which we generally allow fo I was muling with myfelf on what I 

* much time*. When we let out from had heard and feen, not being able yet 

* EgyP r > ^ w € nt ^ ue wel ^ » 0U1 ^ >ea ^ s to guefs with any fatisfa&ion, what thefe 

* gain fo many miles an hour; we know people were, when an unexpected ac- 

* by that how far we are more weft cident was the caufe of a difcovery, 
' than we were + . If we decline to the which made me fee they were not greater 
« north or the fouth, we know likewife, Grangers to me* than I was to myfelf. 

* bow many miles we have advanced in The weather was ftifling hot, fo that we 
4 fo many hours, and compute how much had thrown off our garments to our fhirts, 
4 the>dec|ination takes on from our go- and bared our breaits for coolnefs fake j 
4 ing due weft. And though we cannot when there came a prodigious fiafh, or 
4 tcHtoademonftrativeexa5nefs,wecan rather blaze of lightning', which ftruck 
4 tell pretty nigh/ This' was all I. could full againft the breafr of one of the young 
get out of him at that time, which did men oppofite to me, and discovered a 
not fatisfy the difficulty. I afterwards bright gold medal hanging down from 
aiked him, how they came to find out this his neck, with the figure of the fun en- 
way, or to venture to feck out a habitation graved on it, furrounded with unknown 
unknown to all the world befide. He characters ; the very fame in all appear* 

' smfwered— ' For liberty, and the pre- ance I had feen my deceafed mother al- 

4 ' ftrvation of. our laws/ I was afraid of ways wear about her neck, and fince her 

alking any further, feeing he gave inch death I carried with me for her fake. I 

general anfwers. By this time, it was aiked the meaning of that medal, fmcel 

prodigious dark, though fuli moon J. We had one about me, as it appeared, of the 

fcad fome little guftsof wind that itartled very fame make. If the Pophar had 

us a little; and it lightened at fuch a rate been ftruck with lightning, he could not 

as I never faw in my life. And although have been in a greater furprize than he 

it was towards the horizon, and drove . was at thefe words.— * ( You one of thole 

fide- ways of us, yet it was really terrible « iredals,' faid he ; ( how, in the name 

to fee; theflafhes were fo tjiick, that the ' of wonder, did you come by' it?* I 

Iky was almoft in a light fire. We made told him my mother wore it about her 

up to our tents as fait as we could; and neck from a little child; and with that 

^* though we had only the fkiits of the pulled it out of my pocket. He march* 

^^L clouds over us, it rained fo very hard, ed it out of my hands with a prodigious 

. I|^V that we had our vefielsfoon fupplied with eagernefs, and held it againft the light- 

f a water, and got fafe into our flicker. The ning. perpetually flaming in upon us. 

' thunder was at a vaft diitance, but juft As foon as he faw it was the fame with 

ible, and, for our comfort, drove ftill the other, he cried out— « Great Sun, 

he ealhvard. I do not know in what ' what can this mean ?' Th 




Then aiked me 

pofitions the elderly men might be, again, where I had it? how my mother 

being accuftorned to the nature of it; came by it? who my mother was? what 

but i am lure I was in fome apprehen- age me was of when me died ? As foon 

£or, fully perfuaded, if it had come di- as the violence of his extafy would give 

recrly over us, nothing could withftand me leave, I told him my mother had It 

it's impetuofity . I had very little incli- ever fince (he was a little child : that fhe was 

* This moil be understood according to the foregoing remark. 

-f At firft fight, »t fcems to be eafi r to find out the longitude by land than by Tea, be- 
carfe we may be more certain how far we advance. At Tea there are currents, and tides, and 
Jetting* in of the fea, which make the (hip to go aflant more or lefs infenfibly. As yet there 
has been no certain rule found to tell us, how far we advance due eaft or due weft. The 
elevation of the pole, or the height of the fun, (hews us, how far we decline to the north or 
fouth; but w.e have no certain rule for the e aft or weft. 

1 The fu'l moon about the fummer foWtice generally brings rain, and the overflowing 
•f the Nile is now known to be caufed by the vaft rains in the regions near the equator. 

the 
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the adopted daughter of a noble merchant afterwards. But it teems they thought 

in Cornea, who had given her all his ef- it more for their advantage to fell the 

fects when my father married her : that children, as we find they did by your 

(he was married at thirteen j and I being mother; but what part ox the world the 

nineteen, and the fecond fon, I gueffel other filler is in, or whether the be at all, fc 

me was towards forty when (he died.—* known only to the great Author of our 

* It rauft be Ifiphena!' cried he, with the being. * However,' continued he, ' we 
utmoft extafy, * it muft heme.* Then * rejoice in iinding thefehopeful remains ' 
he caught me in bis arms, and £ud-^ * of your dear grand-mother, whofe re- 

* You are now really one of us, being ' femblance you carry along with you* 

* the grand- fon of my father's daughter, ' Itwasthatgavemefuchakindnefsfcj' 

* my dear fitter Ifiphena.* The remem- ' your perfon the firft time I raw you, 
branceofwhom made the tears run down ' methought, perceiving fomething I 
the old man's cheeks very plentifully.— * had never oblerved in any other race of 
4 She was loft at Grand Cairo about the ' people. But,?, faid he, * I deprive my 

* time you mention, together with a ( companions and children here of the 

* twin-hfter, who I fear is never to be J h^ppinefs of embracing their own flefh 

* heard of/ Then X reflected I had 4 and blood, fince we all fprung from one 
heard my mother fay, (he had been in- * common father, the author of our na~ 
formffil, the gentleman who. adopted her ' tion, with whom you are going to be 
for hi* daughter had bought her when c incorporated once more.' Here we em* 
me was a little girl of a Turkifh woman braced one another with a joy that is in- 
of that place; that being charmed with expreffible. Now all my former fear*, 
the early figns of beauty in her, and were entirely vanifhed: though I had loft 
having no children, he adopted her for the country where I was born, I found 
his own; ' Yes/ faid the Pophar, * it another, of which 1 coujd no ways be 
r muft be (he; but what is become of the afhamed, where the people were the moft 
' other lifter ? For/ faid he,' my dear filler humane and c ivilized I ever faw, and the 

* brought two at one unfortunate birth, foil the fineft, as I had reafon to hope, in 

* which coft her her life.' I told him the world. The only check to my hap* 
I never heard any thing of the other, pinefs was that they were infidels. How* 
.Then he acquainted me that his filter's ever, I was refolved not to let any con- 
hufband was the perfon who conducted (ideration blot out of my mind that I waft 
the reft to vifit the tombs of their ancef-- a Chriftian. On which account, wheii 
tors, as he did now: that the laft voyage, the Pophar would have tied the medal 
he took his wife with him, who out of about my neck, as a badge of my race, 
her great fondnefs had teazed him and I had fome difficulty in that point, fob 
importuned him lb much to go along fear it mould be an emblem of idblatry, 
with him, that, though it was contrary feeing them to be extremely fuperftitious. - 
to their laws, he contrived to carry her . So I aiked him, what was the meaning of 
difguifed in man's cloaths, like one of the the figure of the fun, with thofe unknown 
young men he chpfe to accompany him characters roundabout it*' He told me 
in the expedition : that ftaying at Grand the characters were to be pronounced 
Cairo till the next fea&n for his return, Qmahvn, i. e. The Sun is toe Author of 
{he proved with child of twins j and to our befog, or more literally, The Sun u 
his unfpeakable grief died in child-bed. » our Father. Om or On> fignifies the Sun, 
That when they carried her up to Tl»ebes [This will be explained in another place. ] 
to be interred with her anceftors, of which Ah fignifies Father, lm or Mm Us. This 
I lhould have a more exact information made me remember, they had told'me in 
by and by, they were obliged to leave Egypt, that they were children of the' 
the children with a nurfe of the country, Sun; and gave me fome uneafihefs at 
with fome Egyptian fervants to take care their idolatrous notions. I therefore told 

t of the houfe and effects ; but before they him, I would keep it as a cognizance' of 

came back, the nurfe, with her acconv my country; but could not acknowledge 

jriices, ran, away with the children, and,, any but God to be the fupreme Author 




* Thefe people are fomethfng like the Chinefe, who worfhip the material 
which fome mi$eaarie» coulo, think -compatible with ChriftiaHity, 
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' But lef us leave theft relipous mas- 
ters till another time: we'll clofe this 
happy day with thankfgiving to the 
fupreme Being for this difcovery : to- 
morrow morning, fmce you are now 
really one of us, - 1 .will acquaint you 
with your origin, and how* we came 
to bide ourfefres in thefe iffhoipitable 
dcfiirts.' ' 



\ftbe wider is defined not to cenfureor 
, . dtjkeltcnje the fotlonmng. account of the 
origin and iron/migration of thefe peo* 
• . pie, till be basferufedtbe learned r?- 
-. mark* of Sfgntf/Rbedi*] 

,. .The next morning the Pophar calling 
*ne to him*—* Son,' faid he, * to fulfil 

* my ptiomiie which I made you laft 
« night, and that you may not be 1 like 

* the reft of the ignorant world, who 
* -know 'not who their forefathers and 
i aneeftors were* t whether they fprung 

* from brutes or Barbarians, is all alike 
' to them, provided they can but grovel 
' on the earth, as they do. You mu$ 



< know therefore, as I fuppofe you re* 
member what I told you at our Aril 
ftation, that we came originally from 
Egypt. When you afked me, how 
we came to Venture through* thefe in- 
nofpitable.defarts,' I told you, k was 
for liberty, and the prefervationdf our 
laws $ but as you are now found to be 
one of us, I'defign to give you a more 
particular account of your origin . Our 
anceftors did originally come from 
Egypt, dnco the happieft place in the 
world: ttiough the -name* of Egypt, 
and Egyptians, has been given to that 
country, long fince we came* out of 
it : the' original name of it was Mez- 
zoraimf , from the firft man that peo- 
pled it, the* father of our nation j 
and we call ourfelves MezzOranians 
from him. We have a tradition de- 
livered down to us from our firft 
anccftors, that when the earth firft 
toCb out of the' waterJi ^ x perfons^ 
three men and three women rofealong 
with it; either lent by the fujireme 
Deity to inhabit- it, or produced by 



* It wduld certainly be a great fatisfa&ion to morr. natidna to know from what rice of 
people, country, or family, they fprung originally* Thisignorance is owing chiefly to tlje 
Bsrbari Tramontani^ and other Northern nations, who have fr6m time to time ovVrrup 
the race or* Europe ; leaving a mixture of their fpawn in all parts of it ; fo that no one 
knows whether he came originally from Sjcythte or<Afia, from a civilized naiion, or* from 
the, greatest brutes; an4 though wars and inva&ona have defrayed or interchanged the in- 
habitants of moft countries, yet this man's obfervation is a juft cenfurc of the neglect of 
mpft people, with ref peel %o their genealogy and knowledge of their anceftors, where they 
have been -fettled in a country for feveral ages. But there are matters of greater moment 
in .this map's relation, true or falfe, which lead us into Come curious remains, of antient 
hiijory,. ..-.,. 

; § Signor Rhedi being an Italian, one cannot wonder he (peaks fp contemptibly of the 
Northern people j the Italians call them arf Barbari, ' 

.« .4 t 

"J- *The original name of Egypt was Mulfeim; from Mifraim, Meforaim, orllfetforaim, 
as the learned Bochart explain* it, lib. i?V of Geograph. Sacra in Mlfraim, Jytr. Du Pin's 
Hiftoryof the Old Teft. c. vi. and others*. All ancient authors agree, that it 'was once 
the richeft and happ'teU country in the world ;<#ouriihing with plenty, and even learning, 
before the patriarch Abraham's time. There is a very remarkable fragment of EupoJemus, 
an, ancient Heathen writer^ taken from the Babylonian monuments, preferved by EuYebius, 
lib. ix. Praeparat. Evan. -The words are, * BaCuXomvc \iyit* tB^Zttn yttiaOen BfiXoy, *r 
* sjv&i Kgovov aJcX^ov tS M^faijU tcraTgaf A)>aw1iW.' .'The whole fragment, in our mother 
tongue, ligr^fies, that according to the Babylonians, the firft was Beius, the fame with 
Kronosor Saturn; from him came Ham or Cham, the father of Chanaan, brother to 
Mefraim, father "of the Egyptians. ' 

' * % This is an obfeure notion of Noah*s flood, known to all nation, s, at kaft the E after n, 
as appears by the oldeft remains, of whieh fee Bochart on that article, lib. I. « The earth 
•' rofe out of the water, 1 or the waters funk from the earth. Thefe people might miftake 
fomething of.th.ac undoubted tad ancient tradition. But Mifraim could hot be ignorant of 
the flond, his fatter Ham having been in the ark, whether ignorance or other motives made 
his pofterity vary in the^ccpunt j but it is evident the ancients had a notion of the general 
deluge, as may eafily he pruved by the remains'of Jieatben authors, bearing testimony to the 
Scripture account of it. 

. « the 
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„ titeSun*. Thftt Mezzoraijri, our fofl: « worlds extremely given to the fearch 

* founder, was one of thofe fix ; who ' * of fciences, and contemplation of the 
*• encreafing; in number, made choice of * heavens§. It was he who was thehYft 

* the country now called Egyptft for • inventor of all our arts, and whatever 

* the place of his habitation, where he f is ufeful for the government bf life 

* fettled with fixty' of his' children and * faningfronihiin. Though his grand- 
' grandchildren, all whom he brought * Ion Tnaothf rather excelled him, par - 
' along with him, governing them as a * ticularly in die more fublime fciences. 

* real father, and mftru&ing them to ' Thus our anceftors lived four hundred 

* live with one another as brothers of ' years, encreafing and fpreading over 

* one and the fame family J. He was a ' all the land of Egypt, and 1 abounding 
> peaceable man, abhorring the fhedding ' with the bleflingsbf peace and know- 

* of blood |k which he faid would bepu- * ledge; without guile or deceit, neither" 

* nifhed by the fupreme Ruler of the * doing or fearing harm from any 5 till 

the 

* The ancient Egyptians thought men* as Well as infe&s, were produced out of the flime 
tof the Nile, by the heat of the fun, and called themfelves Aborigines, as feveral other na- 
tions did. Though this wife man is inclined to think they were- created by God, as it Is 
evident and certain they were ; for fince we fee one fmgle infect cannot be produced without 
a caofe, it is nonfenfe, as well as impoffible, to imagine an infinite feries of men and ahi- 
mats could be produced without a feparate caufe : on which account Atneifm is one of the 
Aloft foolifh and abfurd notions in the world* 

-\ Herodotus tells us, the Egyptians pretended to be 1 the firft inhabitants of tile earth ; 
though the Ethiopians contended with them for antiquity* I mud quote the words in 
Latin* out of Laurenzo Valla's tranflation, becaufe I have him riot in Greek, * Omnium 

* Hominttm frhres fi tih'itiffe vrbitirabnnt&r.—Thij efteemed themfelves,* fays hej * to have 

* been the nrft of all men** Heropot. lib. ii; EuTfcjtfr; 

, J It »s certain from Bochart, and other learned authors* that the Egyptian government, 
as well as that* of moft nations, was at firft patriarchal: till Nimrod founded the firft king- 
dom or empire in the world; whofe example others followed, according to their power* 
However, the patriarchal government was fooii broke in upon in Egypt, fince they had 
kings in Abraham and Ifaac's time, as we 1 tarn. from the Old Teftarhenu SeeBoCHART'c 
Gxographia Sacra. 

|| The celebrated Ilifhop of Mdaux, In tfyrt iih of his tJniverfal Hiftory, gives us a won- 
derful defer iption of the juAice and piety of the firft Egyptians, who had fuch a horror of 
fhedding man's bloody that they puniihed their criminals after they were dead \ which was 
as much hit t^rrtlrem^ confidering their fuperftitioils reverence for their deceafed friends and 
parents, as if they had been puniihed When alive. The reafiSn why the ancient moral 
Heathens abhorred the fhedding of blood might be*, that Noah's fons having lived before 
the deluge, knew that the Wickedrief* of the world Was the caufe of that dreadful judgment \ 
and fhedding of blood being the firft crime pu nifhed by God, they might take warning by 
fuch terrible examples, though the impiety of fome nations foon obfeured this innate light 
df nature, particularly the defendants of Ham $ all but this Mifraim; who, wijh his fa- 
mily, by all accounts, firft peopled Egypt; and they were noted for jiiftice and knowledge. 
It will be made evident in the fubfetjuent remarks, that thefe tf iclcfoes were the defcendants 
of wicked Chanaan, or Cufli; who deftroyed the peaceable ftate of the firft fegyptjans, and 
introduced idolatry among them; which made great numbers of them fly into other parts, 
df the world to fave themfetves. 

§ The fame learned Bifhopof Meaux, arid other hiftorians, allure us, is it is a thin; 
well known to all the learned* that arts and fciences were brought to very great perfe&oa. 
in the earlieft times in Egypt. Mofei was instructed in the fciences, of the Egyptians. 
Triptolemus, the founder of agriculture; came out of Egypt. Bacchus* the inventor of 
wine, according to the ancients, came out of Egypt, or Libya, Which borders upon it) 
though it Was firft learned from Noah. Pythagoras, and .other learned men, went into 
Egypt to be inftrucled by tfttiferiefts. &«. Herodotus fays the fame of himfelf. 

^T This Tha-oth, the farft5»* philofopher -of the Egyptians; was before Mercury, or. 
Trjfmegiftus; though fome take him to be the fame. All allow him to be extremely 
ancient, but cannot fix the time when he lived. Hiftorians murder his name at a ftrange 
fate. Bochart calls him Ta-autu?, lib. ii. cap. ja. Clemens Alex, lib, vi Strom, fays, 
fie wrote tlj't. bonks of airrology* geography, phyfick, policy, theology, religion, and go- 
vernment. Jofepb Ben-Gorion De Divifione Gentium, calls him Tutis; fome call him 
Theut; others Teut, Taut, Thoth; &c. But, according to this man, his nam* «■»• 
Tha-oth. It is- certain; however, that he was the great mafter of the Egyptians, 

F * 
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f the wicked defendants of the other 

• men, called Hickfoes # , envying their 
' happineft , and the ricbnefi of their 
' country, broke in upon themjikc a 

• torrent, destroying all before themi 

• and taking poflemon of that happy 

• place our ancestors had rendered To 

• flouriftitng. The poor innocent Mez* 

• zoransans abhornng, as I &id, the 
' wedding of Mood, and ignorant of all 

• violence, were (lain like Sleep all over 
' the country, and their wives and daugh- 
' ters violated before their eyes. Thofe 

• theirmercilefs enemy ipared, were made 

• Haves to work and till the earth for their 

• new lords." 

[Secretary* Here the Inquisitors inter- 
rupted hhn, and afked him, whether 
he thought it unlawful in all cafes to 
refill force by force, or whether the 
Jaw of nature did not allow the Mez- 
aoranians to refill thofe cruel invaders 
even to the wedding of blood ; as attb 

Nto punifh publick malefactors with 
death for the prefervation of the w^ole. 
Their intent was, as they are cautious 
of any new opinions, to know whether 
he might not be a Dogmatizer, and 
advance fome erroneous notions, 

. either by holding that to be lawful, 
•which was not fo>5 or denying things 
to be lawful, which really may be al- 
lowable by the light of nature. 



Gtudentio. Doubdeft they might law* 
folly have refitted, even ip tne (hed- 

* ding of blood in that cafe, as publick 
criminals may be put to death. I only 
' acquaint your Reverences with the no- 
tions' peculiar tothefe people : as for 
the puntmment of their criminals,your 
Reverences will fee, when I come to 
their laws andcuftoms, that they have 
other ways and means of puniming 
crimes, as effectual as putting to death j 
though living entirely within them- 
felves, free from all mixture and com- 
merce with other people, theyhave pre- 
fervedtheW primitive innocence in that 
refpeel to a very great degree. 

Inqutfitor. Go on. 

ThePophar continuing his relation,ad- 
ded : * But what wa9 raoft intolerab!e,was 

* thatthefe impious Hickfoes forced them 
' to adore men and beafts, and even in* 
' lefts for gods: nay, and fome to fee 
' their children offered in facrifice to 
' thofe inhuman deitiesf . This dread- 
1 ful inundation fell at firft only on the) 
' lower parts of Egypt, which was then 
' the moft flourilhing. As many of the 
' diitreifed inhabitants as- could efcape 

* their cruel hands, fled to the upper 
4 parts of the country, in hopes to find 

* there fome little refyitefrom their mis- 

* 'fortunes. But alas! what could they 



rived his learning from Noab^whjo might have the knowledge of arts and fciences from the 
Antediluvian world, or from the columns of Seth, Which Jofephus fays, contain the prin- 
ciples of aftrology, and were erected before the flood by the nephews of Seth : one of which 
columns, a9 he. fays, remained ;n Syria in his time* Joseph. Ant* lib* ii. c* a, 

'* The fame Jofephus, Iio ii. Contra Appioq, fays, that Hyckfoes, or Hycioesj an old 
Egyptian word, rignifies Ba<rtXiTc urotfuy^— King Shepherds, or King of Beafts,given them 
by the native Egyptians, as a name of difgrace and contempt. It is out of all controversy 
that there was a great revolution in Egypt* about four hundred years after the flood, or a 
Kittle before Abraham's time. Monficur t)u Pin makes the time from the flood to Abra- 
ham s birth three hundred and fifty years, and about four hundred to his being called by 
<>od. It is certain alfo 3 there were kings in Egypt in Abraham's time. It is probable 
thefe kings were tne Hyckfoes, or king (hepherds, who altered the government of the an* 
dent Egyptians, and continued about ivejeings reigns* For when the patriarch Jofepb 
called bis fatl)* r a°d brethren into Egypt* he bid them aft; the land of Go (hen to inhabit, 
fcecaufe, laid he, % 11 (hepherds are an abomination to the Egyptians, By which it appears, 
the ihepherds were lately driven out. In all likelihood thefe were the kings who introduce^ 
Idolatry and the, adoration of brute beafts among the Egyptians, for which reafon they 
called them in aVrifioii kingfitf>herds> or king £«»/?;.— -The great Bochart, in his Phaleg. 
fooks upon this revolution m Egypt to have been before Abraham's time, Mnd fo far from, 
being a fiction, that he fays in exprefs words—' Cafixcoi &f Orptboraoiy (whom he prove* 
to be the people of Cotehos, for all it is fo far from Egypt) ' ex Mgypto mlgrajfe cerfum ep 

* arte Abraham* tempore. It is certain,' fays he, ' that the Cafluci and the Capthorae* 

• went out of Egypt before Abraham's time,* Bochart Phaleg. lib. iv» c. 31. He* 
jvdotus in Euterpe fays, that the people of Colchos-were originally Egyptians) though fome 
fty they went back fome ages after, and fettled in Palestine, and were called after that 
Phttiftlnes* 

' f Thefe Hyckfoes being in all appearance the defendants of wicked Chanaan or Cufli, 
**ere fo abominably impious, as to facrlfice^h am an victims and children to their falfe goda| 
v nd even were "the firfi authors of all impiety and idolatry* 

• l * ' ' • do? 
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do f they knew no ufe of aims : nei- 
ther would their laws fuffer them to 
deftroy their own (pedes j To that they 
expected every hour to be devoured by 
their cruel enemies. The heads of the 
families in fuch diftrefs were divided 
in their counfels, or rather they had 
no counftl to follow : fome of them 
fled into the neighbouring defarts, 
which you have feen are very difmal % 
on both fides the upper part of tha{ 
kingdom ; they were difperfed like a 
flock of fheep fcattered by the raven- 
ous wplves. The confternation was Co 
great, that they were refolyed to fly to 
the fartheft parts of the earth, rather 
than fall into the hands of thole inhu- 
man monfters. The greateft part of 
them agreed to build (hips, and try 
their fortune hy fea. Our great father 
Mezaoraim had taught them the art of 
making boats*, to crofs the branches 
of the Great River [Nile j J which fome 
laid he had learned by being preferved 
in fuch a thing from a terrible flood 
thatover-flowedallthe landf. Which 
inftrument of their preservation they fo 
improved afterwards, that they could 
crofs the Leffer Sea J without any dif- 
ficulty. This beine refolved on, they 
could not agree where to go : fome 
being refolved to go by one Tea, fome 
by the other. However, they fet all 
hands to work, fo that in a year's time 
they had built a vaft number of veffelsj 
trying them backwards and forwards 
along the coafta, mending what was 



deficient, and improving what they 
imagined might be for their greater 
fecurity. They thought now, or at 
leaft their eagemefs to avoid their'ehe- 
mies made them think, they could go 
with fafety all over the main lea, As our 
anceftors had chiefly given themielve* 
to the ftudy of arts and Sciences, and 
the knowledge of nature, they were 
the molt capable of fuch enterprises of 
any people in the world. But the ap- 
prehenfton of all that was anfentble 
beingjuft frefli before their eyes, quick- 
ened their induftr* to fuch a degree, its 
none but men m the like cjrcuwi ftancies 
can have a juft idea of. Moft of dtefe 
men were tjjiofe who had fled in crowds 
from Lower Eeppt, The natural in- 
habitants of the upper parts, though 
they were in very great conftematioa, 
and built (hips as faft as they could, yet 
their fears were not fo immediate, ef- 
pecialiy feeing the Hickfoes remained 
yet quiet in their new poflfemons. But 
news being brought them, that the 
Hickfoes began to ftir again, more 
fwarms of their cruel brood Hill flock- 
ing into that rich country, they re- 
folved now to delay the time no longer, 
but to, commit themfelves, wives ai*! 
children, with all that was moft dear 
and precious, to the mercy of that in- 
constant element, rather than trull to 
the barbarity of their own fpecies. 
They who came out of the Lower 
Egypt were refolved to crofs the Great 
Sea J, and with immenfe labour wens 

« forced 



* JtM* highly probable the Egyptians had the knowledge of flapping longfceforc the Greek*, ' 
tohofe tlrft (hip was Argo, built by Jafon to fetch the golden fleece from Colchos.. The firfc 
action of (hipping was undoubtedly taken from the ark; the Egyptians were necemtated to 
make ufe of boats, by reafon of the annual overflowing of the river Nile, and to pais the 
different branches into which that famous river divides Ufelf in the Lower Egypt.. The Si- 
donians, whom Bochart proves to be the defendants of Chan a an, had the ufe of {hipping* 
as he aifo proves, before the children of Ifrael departed out of Egypt* 

f In all appearance this muft have been Noah's Hood, which 'tis much Signer Rhedi 
pafles over in bis remarks. 

' J Egypt is bounded on the one fide by the end of the Mediterranean $ on the other fide by 
the Red Sea, dividing it from Arabia : thla he calls the Lcfler Sea, as being much narrower 
than the Mediterranean. « 

H This Great Sea, as diltinguiAerf from the Left, muft be the Mediterranean, Thofc 
who fled by that fea, muft be thoie Who went to Colchos; they could not go by land over 
the. Ifthmua, becaufe the Hickfoes poured in upon them that way : we muft notfiippofc 
they went all the way by fea to Colchos, quite round by the Streighti of Hellefpont. They 
muft crofs the end of the Mediterranean, and go by land the (horteft way they could, tilt 
they came to the borders of the Euxine Sea. It is almoft incredible men mould go fo fat 
to feck an habitation. But Bochart fays, it is certain the people of Colchos came. out of 
Egypt j they muft therefore have been driven out by fome terrible enemies. You wilUfay, 
why may not this firft revolution in Egypt, which Bochart fpeakl of, have been made by 
the great ScmitamiS) wife to N'wys, the fon of Nimfod r It is infwered in the fitft place. 



4* 

* forced to carry their materials partly 

* by land, till they came to the outermoft 

* branch of the Nile, fince their enemies 

* cowing over thelfthmu6, though they 

* hindered tbera from going out of then* 

* country by land, unlefs by the defarts, 

* yet liad not taken poflefiion of that part 

* of the country. It isneedtef* to recount 
« their cries and lamentations at their 

* leaving their dear country. Ifhallon- 
4 ly tell you, that they ventured into the 

* Great Sea, which they crofted* and 

* never flopped till they came to another 

* fca # , on the Gde^pi which they fixed 

* their habitation, that they might go 
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off again in cafe they were purfircoV. 
This we learnt from the account of 
our anceftors who met with fome of 
them that came to vifit the tombs of 
their deceafed parents, as we do>; but 
it is an immenfe time fince, and we 
never heard any more of them. The 
other part, who were much the greater 
number, went down the Lefler Seaf , 
having built their fhips on that fea $' 
they never flopped or touched on either 
fide, till they came to a narrow part of 
it t, which led them into the vaft ocean* 
there they turned off to the left into 
the Eaftero Sea§. But whether they 

* were 



fcecaufe Jofephus calls the firft invaders of Egypt H<t<n\s7s woi/thae, kitigjhepberdt, whWi 
cannot agree with the great heroine Semiramis. 2dly, Becaufe it is not credible, notwitn- 
ftanding the contrary opinion of moft hi ftorians, that Minus, the huiband of Semiramis, 
«outd be fo early as they make him to be, i. e. the Ton of Nimrod, but fome other Ninus, 
long after him. For though Semiramis conquered Egypt, and afterwards loft her army 
again ft the ./Ethiopians,, this could not bo fo foon after the flood; becaufe hifforians defer i be 
that army toconfift of three hundred thoufand men inftruded in discipline after a military 
manner, armed with warlike chariots, &c. as were the Ethiopians againft her, and event 
loperior to- her* I fay, it is not credible fuch great armies could be raifed-fo foon after the 
4ood, if we was daughter-in-law to Nimrod the great hunter, who was the ion of Cufli* 
, and great grandfon to Noah. 

» * i. e. The Euxjne Sea. 

■f i. e. The Red Sea. There were feveral other revolutions in Egypt, as, by the i$£thi~ 
eptansr a ^ ter Semiramis was conquered \ who were expelled again, either by the great Scloftris* 
of whom Herodotus relates fuch famous exploits $ or a little before by his predeceiTor* The 
Chanaanites alfo, who were driven out of Paleftine byjofhua, conquered part of it, as we 
fitallfee afterwards. Long after that, it was fubdued by Nabacodonofor, who destroyed the 
renowned city of Thebes, with her hundred gates. Bockait in Ninive. Then the Per- 
Aans under Qambyfes, the fon of Cyrus the Great. In fine, the Romans made a province 
of it in Augustus's time. Strabo fays of that famous city of Thebes— ■' wil H xvpntii 
* ffi/KoixtiW. At pre fen t,* fays he, ' it is but a poor village** 

Atqut v'etux Tbebe centum jacet obtruta forth* Jwvin. Sat. I J. 

$ This mud be the S freights of Babelmandel, which let them into the vaft Eaftera 
Ocean. 

^ it is likely that colony was carried to China 5 for, let what will come of this man's re- 
lations, there are very ftrong reafona to believe, that the Chinefe, notwithstanding the vaft 
diftance from Egypt, came originally from that country, about the time of the invafion of 
the kivgjhepbxrdi) which was before Jacob and his fons went into the land of Egypt. For 
whoever compares the account given by the learned Bifliop of Meaux, in the third part of 
his TJniverfa>Hiftory,of the lives and manners of the firft Egyptians, with thofe of the Chi-* 
Brfe, will find them to agree in a great many points. As ift, their boafted antiquity : adly, 
their fo early knowledge of arts and feiences : 3dly, their veneration for learned men, wh» 
have the preference before others : 4thly, the'r policy: $thly, their unaccountable fuper- 
ffcition for their deceafad parents : 6thly, their annual vifiting the famUy of their anceftors s 
^tMy, their peaceable difpofitions : Schly, their religious worfhip. As for this laft, it it 
Well known the firft Egyptians wor&ipped the fun, long before, the gods Apis, and Ifis, and 
Asmbis, were introduced among them by their idolatrous invaders. And the Chinefe to this 
day worflup the material heaven, as isfeen in the condemnation of the Jefuits by Clem. XI. 
Laftly, the ufc ot pyramids in Egypt, which were like ancient idols among the Chinefe. Set 
the account of them* in Morerif. The only difficulty is to know how they got from 
Egypt to China, which is not fo infupportable as people <nsy imagine. Jt is certain, thtf 
Sgyptijans, as has been remarked, had a very early knowledge of navigation/ Jt is certain 
•lie, that in thofe barbarous invafions, the invaders of kingdoms almoft defiroyed all be« 



/• e. Pyramids* f Editio.Clericid 



foil 
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were (Wallowed up in the mercDcfs * habitable country beyond thofe dra4~ 
abyfs, or carried into fomc unknown * ful lands that furrounded him, if 1* 



* regions, we cannot tell, for they were * could but £nd a way to it, /where fc* 
% never heard of more. Only of late * might fecure himfdf and family $ ait 

* years, we have heard talk at Grand * leaft, till thofe troubles were over* for 

* Cairo, of a very numerous and civi- « he did not at that time think of leaving 

* lized nation in the eaftern parts of the * his native country for good and alt 
4 world, whofe laws and curtains have * But, like a true father of his people* 

* fome refemblance to ours 5 but who, * which the name of Pophar implies, he 
4 and what they are, we cannot tell, fince * was refblved to venture his own lite, 
4 we have never met with any of them. * rather than expofe his whole family to 

' The father of our nation, fince we * be loft in thofe diunal defarts. He 

* feparated ourfelves from the reft of the * had five fons and five daughters mar* 
4 world, who was prieft of the Sun at * ried to as many fons and daughters of 

* No-om*, (called afterwards by thofe * his deceased brother J. Histwoeldeft 

* mifcreants No-Ammonf, becaufe of * fons had even grand -children, but his 
' the temple of Hammon) was notafleep * twoyoungeft fons as then had no chil- 
4 in this general confternation j but did * dren. He left the government and 

* not as yet think they would come up ' care of all to his eldett ion, in cafe fat 

* fo high into the land. However, he * hinifelf mould mifcarry 5 and took hie 

* thought proper to look out for a place * two youngeft fons, who might beft be 

* to iecure himfelf and family in cafe of * fpared, along with him. Having pro- 

* need. He was the defcendant, in a * vided theinlelves with water for tcs} 

* direct line, from the great Tha-oth ; ( days, with bread, and dried fruits* 
f and was perfectly werfed in all the ' juft enough to fubiift on, he was re- 
4 learned fciences of his anceftors. He i folved to try five days journey end- 
4 guefled there muft certainly be fome * ways through thefe fands, ana if he 

fore them . Since we find therefore in the moft ancient hiftories, that there was a molt terrible 
revolution in Egypt about that time made by the people, whofe enftoms the Egyptians hai 
in abomination, theChinefe might feek their fortune by fea, and might be carried beyonf. 
the Perfian gulph, till they came to Cochin China, from whence they might get into the 
main continent, and fo people that vaft empire $ preserving their ancient Jaws and custom* 
Inviolable. So that, whatever becomes of this man's relation. It is extremely probable the 
Chinefe came fiift from Bgjptv 

* No-om, or No-on, fignifies, in the old Metzoranian, or old Egyptian language, the 
floufe of the Sun. Their word* are made up of monofy liable* put together like the Chi- 
nefe, which is another reafon why the Chinefe ought to be looked upon as a colony of the 
Egyptians. Vide the remark s of the foregoing part of this .relation. The patriarch Jofcph 
married the daughter of the prieft of On ; which feveral learned men fay, is the fame with 
Heliopolis, or City of the Sun. From JVo comes 'the Egyptian Ncmts, or divitions of the 
country, which the great Bochart, in his Phaleg, fays is an Egyptian, not a Greek wort, 
though Dynafty is Greek. Bochart, lib. iv. c. 24. Hence very likely came the Wo- 
rn ades and Numidse, from their wandering, and frequently changing their habitation, or 
names ; the firft and moft' ancient of all nations lived thus. 

■\ That is, the houfe or temple of Ham, or Hammon j orCharnoon,or Chum, at Bochart 
varies it/ This Ham wis the Tyrian Jupiter, and in this place was afterwards (hutted 
the great city of Thebes, as has been obferved before, called by the Greeks Diofpolis, or 
the city of Jupiter. Cadmus, who was of Thebes in Palestine, being driven out from thence 
by Joihua, built it 5 but was driven out from it, and forced to retire to Tyre, from whence 
he conducted a colony of Tynans, or banifhed Chanaanitei, into Bceotia, where he built 
'Thebes alfo, or rather the citadel of Thebes, called Cadmcia. Vide Bochart, in Cadmus 
and Hermione. Which laft, the fame author fays, came originally from Mount Hermon 
in Paleftinej and as that word in the Chananean language fignifies a Serpent, from hence 
iVofe the fable of the ferpent's teeth turning into men. The temple of Jupiter- Ammon, or 
Hammon, in Africa, was built by the Chinapi, who fpread themfelves from Egypt into 
Libya. 

' J ft is certain that the ancients, particularly the Eaftern nation*, married their nigh 
reUticns, as well as the Jews, to keep up their n?mes or tribes} but we don't find inhiftory 
that they married their own fi£cr», till the Prrfuns kings, who were condemned for it by 
the Greeks. The Egyptians under the Ptolemies followed that barbarous cuft 
they begun with Ptolemy Lagus, one of the captains of Alexander; the r Ync; 
did- the fame, not to profane their blood, as thryfaid, with other mixtuies« 
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faw no hopes of making a difcoveiy 
that time, to return again before his 
•royifions were fpent, and .then try the 
Fame method towards another quarter. 
In flvort, he fet out with all Iecrecy # 
and pointing his. courfe directly weft- 
ward, the better to guide himfelf, he 
came to the firft grove that we arrive^ 
at, in a little more time than we took 
ilp in comine thither. Having now 
time enough Defore him, and feeing 
there was water and fruits m abundr 
ane'e, he examined the extent of that 
delicious vale ; he found it was large 
enough to fubfift a great many thou r 
fands, in cafe they fhould increafe and 
be forced to ftay there Ibmegenerations* 
as in effect they did. After this, he 
laid in provifions as before, with dates 
and fruits of the natural produce of the 
earth, finer than ever were feen in 
Egypt, to encourage them in their 
tranj&nigration, and ib fet out again 
for his native country. The time pre r 
fixed for his return was elapfed by hit 
ftay in viewing the country; fy that 
his people had entirely given him for/ 
loft. But 'the joy for his unexpected 
return, with the pvomifing hopes of 
fuch a fafe and happy retreat, made 
them unanimously refolve to follow 
him. Wherefore, on the firft news of 
the HtcVfbes being in motion again, 
they packed up all their effects and 
provisions as privately as they could 5 
but particularly all the monuments of 
art's and fciences left by their ancestors, 
with notes and obfervations of every 
part of their dear country, which they 



were going to leave, but hoped to fee 
again when the ftorm was over. They 
arrived without any confiderable diU 
after, and refolved only to live in tents 
till they could return to their native- 
homes. As they encreafed in nunw 
ber, they descended further into the 
vale, which there began to fpread itfelf 
different ways, and lupplied them with 
all the neceuaries and conveniences of 
life ; To that they lived in the happleft 
banifhment they could wiihj never, 
ftirring out of the vale for feveral years, 
for fear of being difcovered. The 
Pophar finding himfelf grow old, (barr- 
ing attained almoft two hundred years 
of age*) though he was hale and 
ftrong for his years, refolved to vifit 
his native country once more before he 
died, and get what intelligence he 
could for the common inteieft. Ac- 
cordingly) he and two more difguiied 
themielves, and repafted the defart* 
again. They juft ventured at firft into 
the borders of the country \ 1)ut, aks-1 
when he came there, he found it all 
over-run by the barbarous Hickfoes* 
All the poor remains of the Mezzora- 
nians- were made flavesj and tbofc 
barbarians had begun to build habita- 
tions, and eftabliih themielves, as if 
they defigned never more to depart the 
country. They had made No-am one 
of their chief townsf , where they erect- 
ed a temple to their Ram-God}, call- 
ing m? No-Hammon J, with fuch in- 
human laws and cruelties, as drew a 
flood of tears from his aged eyes§; 
However, being a man of great pru- 



*' The regular lives of the firft Egyptians, and of theft people defcended from them; to- 
gether with ihc climate, their diet of fruits and liquors, their exemption from violent paf- 
£oiu, without being, corrupted by the fpurious fpawn of other nations, and the like, might 
contribute very much to the length of their lives, and ftrengthproportionably. The Ma. 
crobii, or Long-livers, a people of /Ethiopia., and a colony of the ancient Egyptians, lived 
tn a vi(t age, and were called Macrobii, from their long lives. See Herodotus of. the 
^Ethiop'ans ; and what he fays of their ftrength in the bow; one of which they fent to 
Cambyfes, when he had denounced war again ft them j faying, that when he could bend that 
bow, he might make war againft them $ which bow only Smcrdis,. Cambyfes *s brother, 
could bend, and for that reafon was afterwards put to Heath by his brother out of envy. 

•f Jtfeems Thebes, though afterwards fuch a. prodigious city, was then but the head of 
fhe nameof that man's family. 

J Jupiter Hammon. *whom Bochart proves to have been Ham or Cham, the jfonof 
Koah, was reprefented with a ram's head, which was held. in fuch abomination "by the firft 
^giptians, from whence they cal'ed thofe firft invaders H.ckfoes. 

j No-Hammon, the houfe of the Ram- God, 

& It ts likely he means Bufiridis Aras, fo infamous in antiquity; or the cruel Bufiris* 
who facrificed k's gueft-. Though hiftorians don't agreeabout the time when Bufiis lived a 
which (hews be was very ancient, yet all ageee, hexwas amonfter of cruelty, and became % 
proverb on that account. This was a very natural reafon for the Egyptians to difyerfe tbcnw 
Hivci into fo to*nj colonies as tUey d;d t to avoid fuch cruelties; 
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v dence arict jforefight, he eafily imagjn- ' 

4 ed, by their tyrannical way of living, * 

* they could not continue long in that J 

* ftate without fome new revolution. * 

* After making what obfervations he f 

* could, and vifiting the tombs of hi^ * 
4 fore-fathers, he returned to the vale, ' 
4 and died in that place where you faw ' 

* the pyramid built io his memory. Not ' 

* many generations after, according at * 
4 he had forefeen, the natives* made de* * 

* fperate by the tyrannical opprefllons f 
4 of the Hickfoes, were forced to break * 

* in upon their primitive laws, which * 
* . forbade them to ihed blood j made a * 
4 general iftfurrection; and, calling in c 
4 their neighbours around them, fell * 
\ upon the Hickfoes when they leaft exr * 
4 peeled it, and drove them out of the ' 

* country, They were headed by a * 
' brave man of a mixt race, his mother ' 
4 being a beautiful Mezzoranian, and * 
4 and % His father a Sabian •; After * 

* young conqueror had driven out the ' 

* Hickfoes, he eftablifhed a new form of * 

* government, making himfelf king over * 

* his brethren, (but not after the tyran- * 
4 nical manner of the Hickfoes) and ' 

* grew very powerful. Our anceftors « 

* fent" perfons from time to time to hir * 

* form themfelves now matters went* * 

• Thefe Sabaians were the defcendants of fome or* the fon% of Chuffi, or Chufa, a very 
tall race of men, great negotiators, and more polite than the' other Arajbians. Hocbarf, if 
Sebajilio Chus, where he quote* a paiTage out of Agatharcides of the handtamntfs of the 

Sabseana— • 

« Ta O-Afjufii, f(*i rSiv xarlixttvlaiV afio^aSr^rt.— 

■» ■« • . r » ••. ■ *y 

4 Thjfe bodies of the inhabitants [the Sabseans] are more majeftrck than other men? 

f This muft be the great Sefoftris or Sefofts, of whom the Carried Blfhpp of Meauft, as 
alfo Herodotus, fays fuch glorious things. Though authors do not fay precifely wheh he 
lived, all acknowledga him to have flouriflied in the ear) i eft times. He extended his con- 
•mefts over the greateft part of the Eaft) ahd almoft over the known world, as fome (ay. 
Where his enemies were cowards, and madVno refiftance^ he fet up ftatue* of them refem- 
bling women* H&iobot. lib. ii. Eutir1»i. Moms. dc.Miaox, far. hi. Hist* 
XJniv, *this great conqueror's name is very much varied by authors- 

\ Thefe in all appearance were the wicked Chananeans, Who being to be. destroyed, and 
being driven out of Chanaan by Jofhua, djfgerfed tbemfehes, and invaded the greateft part 
pf the countries round about them. Bochart in Chanaan proves almoft demonstrably, that 
theydifperfed themfelves over alltheiuands and Tea-ports of Eurape, Afra, end Africa. In 
his preface fee quotes a nfoft curious pafiage out of Procopiui Lie Beljo Vandelico, of a pil- 
lar that was found in Africa,, with a Phenician or Chananean inscription which fignifies in 
Greek*- 

« 

JJMEis EXMEN Ot ♦ErrONTEX And nP^XOnot-^lOT TOT AHSTOf TIOT NAYH. 

A < We are rhofe who fled from the face of jefds, or Jofhua the robbery the fon of Nave.* 
£u{ebiu8* in Qhronico, has much, the fame; and »« Auftih, in his City of God, fays, that 
the ancient country people about Hippo m Africa* who were the remains of the ancient; Car- 
thaginians, \i ydti aiked them who they were, would aflfwer— >« We art originally Chanani, 
for Chananeans. 

« G ' own 
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They found the kingdom in 1 EouHm> 
ing condition, indeed, under the con- 
quering So&f, for fo he was called. 
He and his fuccefibrs made.it one of 
the mod powerful kingdoms of wit 
earth ; but the laws were different front 
what they had been in the time of our 
anceftors, or even from thpfe.the great 
Sofs had eftablifhed. Some of his 
fucceflbrs began to be very tyrannical $ 
they made (laves of their brothers, and 
invented a, new religion; fome adorjng 
the fun, fome the gods of the Hick- 
foes, ; (o that our anceftors, as they 
could not think bf altering their lawsi 
though they might have returned a- 

fairi, chofe rather to continue (till uh* 
nown in that vale, under their patri- 
archal government. Nevertheless^ in 
procefs of time, ( they increafed & 
much, thai the country was not capa~ 
ble of maintaining, them 5 fo that they 
had beeri Obliged to return^ Had not 
another revolution in Eygpt forced 
them, to leek out a new habitation. 
This change was made, by % race of 
people called fcnaniraj, as wicked 
arid barbarous in effect, bu^more 
politick, than the Hickfoes} though 
fome faid they were originally, the tame 
people, who being driven out of their 
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own country by others mort powerful 
than th'emfelves, came pouring in, not 
only over all 'the land of Mezoraim, 
but all alone the coafts of both feas, 
deftroying aH before them, with greater 
abominations than the Hickfoes had 
ever been guilty of i in (hort, a faith* 
lefs and moft perfidious race of men, 
that corrupted the innocent manners* 
of the whole earth. Our forefather* 
were in the moft dreadful confirmation 
imaginable. There was now no pro- 
fpeft of ever returning into their an- 
cient country. They were furrounded 
with defarts on all fides. The place 
they wereln began to be too narrow for 
fo many thoufands as they were in T 
created to: nay, they did not know but 
the wicked Cnanim, who were at the 
fame time the boldeft and moft enter- 
prizing nation under the funf> might 
find them out fome time or other. Being 
in this diftrels, they refolved to feek out 
a new habitation ; and, to that end, com- 
pared all the notes and obferVations on 
the heavens, the courfe of the fun, the 
feafons and nature of the climate, and 
whatever elfe might direct them what 
courfe to fteer. They did not doubt 
but that there might be fome habitable 
countries in themidft of thofe vaft de- 
farts, perhaps as delicious as the vale 
they lived in, if they could but come 
at them. Several perfons were fent out 
to make, difcovenes, but without fuc- 
cefs. The fands were too vaft to travel 
over without water, and they could find 
no fprings nor rivers. At length the 
moft fagacious of them began'to reflecl, 
that the annual overflowing of the great 
river Nile, whofe head could never be 
found out, mull proceed from fome 
prodigious rains which fell Southward 



of them about that time of the year f 
which rains, if they could bat luckily 
time and meet with, might not only 
fupply them with water, but alfo ren* 
der the country fertile where they fell* 
Accordingly the chief Pophar, aftifted 
by fome of the wifeft men, generoufly 
refolved to run all rifques to fave his 
people. They computed the precifb 
time when the Nile overflowed, and al- 
lowed for the time the waters muft take 
in defcendiug fo far as Egypt. They 
thought therefore, if they could but 
carry water enough to fupply them till 
they met with thefe rains, they would 
help them to go on further. At length 
five of them fet out, with ten dromeda- 
ries, carrying as much water and pro- 
visions as might fervethem for fifteen 
days, to bring them back again in cafe 
there was no hopes. 
4 They fleered their courfe as we did, 
though not quite fo exact the fjrft timet 
till they came to the place, where w» 
are now. Finding here, as their notes 
tell us J, a little rivulet, which is fince 
fwallowed up by the fands, they filled 
their veflels, and went up to take an 
obfervation, as we did j but feeing the 
figns of the great hurricanes, which 
was our greateft encouragement, it had 
like to have driven them into defpair j 
for 'the Pophar, knowing the danger 
of being overwhelmed in the fand$» 
thought of nothing but flying back a* 
t raft as he could, fearing to be fwal- 
lowed up in thofe {tilling whirlpools. 
This apprehenfio'n made him lay alide 
all thoughts of fucceeding towards that 
climate ; and now his chief care was 
how to get back again with fafety for 
himfelf and his people. * But finding 
ail continue tolerably ierene where they 



* The celebrated Bochart, fo often quoted, proves that the Ptueniciftns or Carthaginian*, 
whom he alfo proves to have been Chananeans, were the perfons who fpread idolatry, with 
• all the tribe of the Heathen gods, and their abominable rites, over the whole world. 
JtocHART in Chanaan, 1 he fame author fays, the Phoenician*, or Chanani, invaded 
Egypt about that very time, ThU he proves directly : and that they had their Caftra about 
Memphis) as alfo that Cadmus and Phenix, whom he makes contemporaries with Jolhoa, 
h aving Aed before him, came out of Egypt afterwards, and built Thebes in Bceotia. See alfo 
Herodotus in Euterpe. 

f Herodotus fays, that they failed (even in thofe early days) from the Red Sea, rouni 
Africa, and came back to Egypt, through the Str eights, and up the Mediterranean. 
Herodot. Miipomenx, and Bochart. That Hanno the elder, by-order of tht 
fenate of Carthagr, failed round the greateft part of the world, and after his return delivered 
to them an account of his voyage, whioh is called the Periplus of Hanno. He affected to be 
ononred as a god for it, and lived before Solomon's time. Bochart in Cham a am, 

jb. i.e. 37. ^ , 

J Thofe wife ancients kept records of every thing that was memorable and ufefol for 
their people. If this had been the practice cf the Jturopcaas, we JbouM aot have loft ft 
anny fecrets tf nature is we havet 

* 
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were, they made a halt in order to 
"make fame farther obfcnratioiis. In 
the mean time, they reflected that thole 
hurricanes muft be fore-runners of tem- 
pefts and rain. Then they recollected 
that no rain, or what was very incon- 
fiderable, ever fell in Egypt*, or for 
a great way fouth of it, till they came 
within the tropicks; and thence con* 
eluded, that the rains muft run parallel 
with the equator, both under it, and 
for fome breadth on both fides, till 
they met the rife of the river Nile, and 
there caufed thofe vaft inundations fo 
hard to be accounted for by other peo- 
ple. That, in fine, thole rains muft 
13ft a confiderable while, and probably, 
though beginning with tern pelts, might 
continue in fettled rain, capable of be- 
ing paired through. Then he at firft 
reiolved to venture back again to the 
firft vale: but being a man of great 
prudence, he prefently confidered, that 
' as he could not proceed on his way 
'without rains, fo he could not come 
back again but by the fame help, ~ 
which coming only atone feafon, muft 
take up a whole year before he could 
return. However, he was refolved to 
venture on, not doubting but if he 
could find a habitable country, he 
fhould alfo find fruits enough to iubfift 
on, till the next feafon. Therefore 
he ordered two of his companions to 
return the fame way they came, to tell 
his people not to expect him till the 
next year, if Providence mould bring 
him back at all ; but if he did not re- 
turn by the time of the overflowing 
of the Nile, or thereabouts, they might 
give him over for h>ft> and muft never 
attempt that way any more. They 
tool; their leaves of one another as if 
it were the laft adieu, and fet out at 
the ferae timci two of them for their 
home6 in the firft vale, and the other 
three for thofe unknown regions; be- 
ing deftitute of all other helps but thofe 
of a courageous mind. The three 
came back to this place, where it thun- 
dered and lightened as it does now ; 
but the Pofchar obferved it ftill tended 

• This is well known by all the description 
fepplying the want 6f it, and making it on 
every one knows it was once the granary of 
rain falls foraetimes : nor is there any more 
of. the Nile is known to be caufed by vaft r 
mate 5 and fince thofe don't take Egypt and 
asuft by conference run parallel with the tin 
©tyeryation of tbefe wife men* 



fide-ways, and guefled, when the firft 
violence was over* the rains ought be 
more fettled. The next day : : tell out * 
ashefbrefaw; whereupon, rccotnrtu' tid- 
ing himielf to the great Author of our 
being, he launched boldly out into that 
vaft ocean of fands and rain, fleering 
bis cdurfe fouth-weft, rather inclining 
towards the fouth* They went as far 
as the heavy fands and rains would let 
them, till their dromedaries could hard- 
ly go any farther. Then they pitched 
their tents and refrefhed themielves jure 
enough to undergo new labour, well 
knowing all their lives depended on 
their expedition. They obferved the 
fands to be of a different kind from 
what they had feen hitherto, fo fine, 
that any guft of wind muft overwhelm, 
man and beaft, only the rains had 
clogged and laid them. 
* Not to prolong your expectation too 
much : they went on thus for ten days, 
till the rains began to abate 5 then they 
faw their lives or deaths wouUtfoon be de- 
termined. The eleventh day the ground 
began to grow harder m patches, wirfe 
here and there a little roofs on the fur* 
face, and now and then a fmall wither- 
ed fhrub. This revived their hopes, 
that they mould find good land in a Inort 
time, and in effect the foil changed for . 
the better every ftep they took j and 
now they began to fee little hills co- 
vered with graft, and the valleys fink 
down as if there might be brooks and 
rivers. The twelfth and thirteenth day 
cleared all their doubts, and brought 
them into a country, which, though 
not very fertile, had both water and 
fruits, with a hopeful profpect further 
on of hills and dales, all habitable and 
flourifhing. Here they fell proftrate 
on the earth, adoring the Creator of 
all things, who had conducted them 
fare through fo many dangers, and 
killing the ground, which was to be 
the common nurfe for them, and, as 
they hoped, for all their pofterity t 
when they had repofed themfelves for 
fome days, they proceeded further into 
the country, which they found to mend 

of that country, the Inundation o£ the Nile 
of the moft fertile kingdoms in the world ) 
he Roman empire. However, fome fmall 
ligher up in the country. The overflowing 
in 1 falling under the line, or about that *!!• 
he adjoining part of Africa in their 
j which was a very natural and p 1 
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upon ifyem the .more they advanced 
into it. Not intending to return till 
ue*t year, they fdught the propereft 
place for their habitation j and letting , 

* up marks at every moderate diftance 
« not to lofe their way back again, they 

* made for the higheft hifls tnev could 

* fee, * from whence they perceived an 

* immenfe and delicious country every 

* way ; but, to theirgreater fatisfaclion, ' 
c no inhabitants. They wandered thu^ 
4 at pleafure through thofe natnral ^ar- . 
4 dens % where there was a perpetual Ipring 
' in fome kinds of the produce of the 

* earth, and the ripenefs of autumn with 

* the. moft exquifite fruits in others. 

* They kept the moft exalt obfervations v 
*" poflible. Which* ever way they went, • 
4 there were not only fprings and foun-, * 
4 tabs in abundance, but, as they guefTed * 
*' (for they kept theliigher ground) the, « 
4 heads of great rivers and Takes, fbme * 
•'of which tney coukl perceive j fo that, , 4 
'they were fatisfied there was room' • 
' enough for whole nations, without t * 
€ any danger, as they could find, of be- ' 
' ing difturbed . By their obfervati on of « 

* the fun, they were nigher the equator , * 
*' than they had imagined*, fo that they « 
•there pafled the middle fjpace between * 
4 the tropick and the line. Being come € 
4 back to their firft ftation, they there t « 

* waited the proper (eafon for their re- « 

* turn. The rains came fomething < 

* fooner than the year before, becauie f 
4 they were further weftward. Thehur- 
•ricanes were nothing like what they 
' were in the vaft fands. A 8 f° on as 
4 they began to fix in fettled rains, they 



; greater, men than hintfelf , . but by eje/- > 
1 pofing his own life for the fafety of 
f thofe that depended on him. 

* It were too tedious to recount to you 
1 All the difficulties and tr6ubles they had, 
' both in refolving to undertake uich a. 
K hazardous' tranimigpration, as well as,. 
' thofe of tranfporting fuch a multitude, , 
' with their wives and children, and &U 
'. their moft precious effefts, over thofe 
' rnercilefs fands, which they could only 

* pafs at one feafon of the year, But. 

* the voyage being at length refolved on, . 

* and the good Pophar wifely confider- 

* ing the difficulties j and neceflity, the 
\ mother of invention, urging him, at • 
' the fame time, to gain as much time 
9 as he could, fince the vale where they. 

* were at prefent was fufficient to main?. 
' tain them till the rains came ; got all 
' his people hither in the mean time, to- 
be xeapy for the feafon. The new- 
born children were left with their ma* 
thers, and people to take care of them,. 

* till they were able to bear the fatigue, . 
' Thus, in feven years time, going back* 

* wards and foi wards evay- ieafon^ they 

* all arrived fafe, where we ourfelves. 
' hope to be in ten or twelve days time. 
1 This great hero w^defervedly honour, 
' as another Mefraim , the fecond founder' 
' of our nation, from whofe loins you 

* yourfelf fprung by the furer fide, and 
< are/ goi ng to be incorporated again with; . 

* the otrspring of your firft anceftors,* . 
Here he ended his relation, and you? 

Reverences may eafily believe, I was in- 
the greateft admiration at this unheart^ 



of account. * Ask railed the ideas I had 

fet out again as before/ 2nd in twenty of the people, fo I could not be forry to 

4 days time from their jaft fetting out, find myfelf, young and forlorn as I was 

* happily arrived at the place where they .before, incorporated* with, and allied* to . 

* left their dear friends and relations, fuch a flourishing and civiliied nation. 

* whofe joy for their fafe and happy ar- My expectation was not dlfpioportion- 
4 rival was greater than I can pretend to able to my ideas ; T was perluaded I was. 

* defcribc. Thus this immortal heroac- going into a very fine country; but the. 

* complimed his great undertaking, fo, thoughts of their being; Pagans left fome* 
4 muclt more glorious than all the vie- little" damp on my /pints, and was a. 

* tories of the gieateft conquerors, as it. drawback to my expected happjneftJ* 

* was projefted, formed, and executed, However, I was refolved to preferve my 

* by his own wifdomand courage; not t religion, at the ejepence of all that was 
4 by expofing and facrificing the lives, dear to me, and even of life itfeV. 

* of thoufands of his fubje&s, perhaps By this time, the Pophar ordered us to 

• Though we may imagine a letter circle parallel to the tropick* and the equator, which 
is called' Mtximus Paralleforum ; yet whoever travel) either by land or fea, parallel ai he 
thinks, to the eqoaeor, does oot fo, but will approach to it; nay and crofs it at Jaft, (unlefc 
be goes fpi rally) and make indentures as he goes along : the reafon is, becaufe wherever we 
are, we are oh thefamtntrof the globe with refpect to. us, and our feet make a perpendicular 
to the center ; fo that if we go round the globe, we Jhall males a great circle* and by cotw 
Jcqueace cut the equator* ■.•*■•-, # 
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ttfrefh ourfelves, and pftnare all things 
for our departure, thougn. the form of 
thunder and lightning dud not ceafe till 
towards morning. At length, all things 
being ready for our moving, we march- 
ed on {lowly till we came into the courfe 
j>f the rains. It was the mod fettled and 
downright rain, (as the faying is) that 
-ever I law; every thing feemed to he as 
cairn, as the temped was violent before. 
Being accudomeg to it, they had provided 
open veflels on each fide or the dromeda- 
ries, to catch enough for their ufe as itfcll, 
and they covered themfelves and their 
beads with that fine oiled cloth I men- 
tioned before. Ail the fands were laid, 
and eyen beaten hard by the rains, though 
heavy and cloggy at the fame time. We 
made as much way as pofftbie for five 
days, juft reding and ref reining ouYfelves 
'when abfolutely neceffary . I rault own, 
nothing could be more dilmal than thofe 
dreary fbTkary defartsy where we could 
neither fee fun nor moon, but had only , 
a gloomy, malignant light, juft fufficient 
to look at the needle, and take our obfer- 
vations. On the fixth day, we thought 
we faw fomething move fideways of 
us, on our right hand, but ieemingly 
paihng by us, when one of the young 
men cried—* There they are,* and 
immediately eroded down to them. 
Then we perceived them to be perfons 
travelling like ourlelves, eroding in 
the fame manner up towards us. I 
was extremely furprized to find, that 
thofe defarts were known to any but our- 
Jei ves. But the Fophar foon put me out 
of pain, by telling me, they were fome 
of their own people, taking the fame fea- 
fonto go for Egypt, and on the fame ac* 
count. By this time we /were come up 
to one another. The leader of the other 
caravan, with all his company, imme- 
diately got off their dromedaries, and fell 
prodrate on the earth before ourPpphar; 
at which he ftept back, and cried—' A- 
• las ! is our father dead ?* They told 
him, Yes ; and that he being the hrft of 



the fecond line, was to be regent of the 
kingdom, till the ^oung Pophar, wh> 
was born when his father was an old 
man, mould come to the age of fifty* 
Then our people got off, and prodrate! 
themfelves before nim *, all but myfelu 
They took no notice of my neglect, fee- 
ing me a fitpcrnumcrary perfon, and by 
confequence a dranger; but as ioon as 
the ceremonies were over, came and em-' 
braced me, and welcomed me into their 
brotherhood with the mod fincere cordis* 
lity, as if I Had been one of their nation* 
The Pophar fqqn told them what I was, 
which made them repeat their careffes with 
new extafiea of joy peculiar to thefe peo-* 
pie. After reiteratedenquiries concern- 
ing their friends, and affiirances that all 
was well, except what they had jud told 
him, the Pophar afked them, how they 
came to direct their courfe io much on 
the left hand, expecting to have met them 
the day before, and they feemingto point 
as, if they were going out of their way* 
They told us, they were now feniible of 
it, and were making up forth* true road as 
fad as they could ; but that the day be- 
fore, they had like to have loft themfelvet 
by the darknefs of the weather, and their 
too great fecurity 5 far* bearing too much' 
on the left hand, one of their dromedaries 
floundered, as if he were got into a quick- 
fand f ♦ The rider thinking It .had beea 
nothing but fome looier part of the land, 
thought to go on, but fell deeper the fur- 
ther he went, till the commander ordered 
him to get off immediately, which he did 
with fo much hade, that not minding his 
dromedary, the poor bead going on fur- 
ther into the quick-fands was lod. Then 
the Pophar told them, there was fuch a 
place marked down in their ancient} 
charts, which, being fb well acquainted 
with the roads, they had never minded 
of late years: that he fuppofed thofe 
quick-fands to be either the rains, which 
had funk through the fands, and meet- 
ing with fome ttrata of clay, ftagnated, 
and were forming a lake; or more prow 



4 Theeaftern manner of (hewing refpect. 
4- Perfons may wonder to hear of quick. fandt in the mid ft of the fun-burnt defarts of 
Africa. But the thing will not feem lb improbable, when we come to examine the reafoast 
0/ it. Without doubt, our author does not mean fuch quick-fands at are caufed by the earn- 
ing in of the tide under the fands; a man of fenfe would be incapable of fuch a blunder* 
But that there mould be fome ftagniting waters in the tow fwamps of the lands, is (o far 
from being incredible, that it can be hardly thought to be othcrwife. It ii very well known, 
there are raft lakes in fome parts of Africa, which have no vifible outlets. There are river? 
alfo that Iftfe themfelves in the fands p where finking under for (omit time, they may form 
faody marine t* or quick-fandi, as the author calls xbma* 
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Bably, it was the courfe of Come diftant let it die t for the good it had done 5 but 

river, rifmg perhaps out of a habitable two of the company having water 

country, at an unknown diftahce, but enough, and knowing where they were, 

had loft itfclf in thofe immenfe fands. , ftaid behind, to bring it along with 

However, he congratulated them on-theif them. We now found the nature of the 

«fcape;and, like a render father, gently fands and foil begin to change, as the 

' • chid them for their t&o great fecurity in Pophar had informed me : the ground 

I that boimdlefs ocean. Our time no,t began to be covered with a little mofs, 

' permitting us to ftay long, each caravan tending towards a greenfward, more like 

let out again for their aeftined courfe, barren downs than fands j and I unex- 

fiaving but five or fix days journey to peftedly perceived in fome places, infteacT 

*rake, that is, as far as we could travel of thole barren gravelly fands, large 

in fbmany.days and fo many nights; for fpaces of tolerable good foil*. At 

never flopped but to refrefh ourielves. length, to our inexpreftlble joy and com. 



h 



The rains had fo, tempered the air, that fort, at leaft for myfelf, who could no* 

it was rather cold than hot, efpecially the but be in fome fufpenfe in (uch an un- 

nights, which grew longer, as we ap- known world, we came to patches of 

proached the line. Here we fteered our trees and grafs with fianting fall's and 

comfe more to the weft again, but not heads of vales, which fcemed td enlarge 

fom to leave the ridge of the world. I themfelves beyond our view f. The 

craferved, the more we kept to the weft, rains were come to their period) only it 

the more moderate the rains were, as looked a little foggy at a great diftance 

indeed they ftackened in proportion as before us, which was partly'from the 

we came nigher our fourney*s end ; be- exhalations of the country after the 

cnufe coming from the weft, or at leaft rains J, partly from the trees and hills 

with a little point of the fouth, they be- ftopping the clouds, by which we found 

gam fooner than where we fet out. The that jhe weather did not clear up in the 

tenth- day of our journey, I mean from, habitable countries fo foon as in the 

the kft grove or refting- place, one of our barren defarts. The Pophar told me, 

«fromedaries failed. We had changed that if it were not for the nazinefs of the" 

Aem feveral time6 before, to make their air, he would (hew me the moil beauri- 

labour more ea^uaL They would not ful prolpeft that ever my eyes beheld* 

* It was obferved in fome of the former remarks, that not only the defarts of Africa* 
fcut all the ftrata, or great beds of gravel, which are found in all parts of the world, proba- 
bly werecaufed by the univerfal deluge, nor can* they be well accounted for otherwife. The 
deeper the beds of gravel are, the more they fliew, by the heterogeneous ftuft lodged with 
them, that they were brought thither , not produced there ab engine. The vaft falls and 
gullets, which are feen o» the fldrts of all the mountains in the work), evidently fliew they 
ttcre cauied by fome violent agitation, which carried the loofer earth and (mall (tones along 
with it: for which nothing can be more natural, than (fhe fuppofition of a flood,' or agitated 
fluid* 'which, by it's violence and ihakings, carried all that was moveable before it for feme 
time* T his gravel was incorporated with the loofe earth before the flood, tad was carried, 
to and fro,, while the waters were in their greateft agitation, washing and melting the. loofe 
earth from the gravel and ftones. But when the waters came to their higbeft pitch, and 
began to fubfide, the ftones and gravel would fink fooner than lighter things, and fo be left 
al'moft in a body in thofe flrata they appear in. This flight be iUuftrated much further, if 
there were occafion. The vaft numbers of petrified ihells and fcallops, which are found in 
all parts of the woild, on the higher grounds, could never be a mere lufus nature as fome 
too evrioirs philofophers imagine, butmuft be accounted for by fuch a flood ; and thefe ap- 
pearing in all parts of the univerfe, the flood mud have been univerfal. The fudden change 
•f (bill in every region, with' the exceeding richoefs of fome more than others, and that too 
Jbmrtimes all at once, is to be accounted for from the fame caufej for the fame violenccof 
jitters, waihing the earth from the ftones* muft naturally make an unequal accumulation of 
loth* As for Africa, all the ancients fpeak of the incredible fertility of it in fome placet, 
and the extreme barrennefs of the defarts in others. » 

f Thr prodigious bright of the fands in Africa, in thofe parts which lie between* the tro~ 
picks, may not only be tne caufe of the fands or gravel finking in greater quantities at the 
decteafe of the flood* but the moft exteofirc vales may have had their rife from very fmall. 

sjnttetsaijM. ' 

"*.U fcfv natural to think, thaj thofe barren fcw-barot defarts fend up but fewcihal*. 

I waa 
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Xwas fenfibly convinced of it by the per* Poplar were incorporated with the reft* 
fumes of the fpicy fhrubs and flowers* Thole of the eldclt daughter took tbt 
which (truck our fenfes with fuch a re- eldeft ion's colour* with a mark of de- 
riving fragrancy, as made us almoft for- tia&ion, to (hew they were never tofuc- 
fet our pad fatigue, efpecially me, who ceed to the Popharfhip, or regency, till 
ad not felt the like even in the firft vale : there fhould be no male iffue of the other* 
neither do I Relieve all the odours of the at age to govern. This right of elderfhip, 
Happy Arabia could ever come up to iu as thefe people underftand if, is a little 4 
I was juft as if I had rifen out of the intricate, but I (hall explain it to your 
moft delicious repofe. Here the Pophar Reverences more at large, when I come 
ordered us to (top for refrefhraent, and ,-to fpeak more particularly of their go- 
added, that we mud (by there till next vemment. Whenjthey are fent out int<* 
day. We pitched our tents on the laft foreign countries, they take what habit 
defcent of triofe immenfe Bares, by the or colour they pleafe, and generally go aS 
fide of a little rill that imied out ot the alike, to be known to each other $ but 
fmall break of the downs, expecting fur- they rauft nqt appear in their own comi- 
ther orders. try but in their proper colours, it being 

The caufe of our ftay here, where we criminal to do otherwife. They carry 
were out of danger, was not only for our marks alfo of their families, that in cade 
companions we had left behind us* but any mifdemeanor (hould be committed* 
on a ceremonious account, as your Re* they may know where to trace it out 5 for 
verences will lee by-and-by : they were which reafon, now they drew near their 
alfo to change their habits, that they might , own country, they were to appear in the 
appear in the colours of their refpe£hve colours of their reipective Nomes; all but 
tribe dr Nome, which were five, accord* myfelf, who had the fame garment £ 
ing to the number of the fons of the fir ft wore at Grand Cairo, to ihew I was a 
Pophar, who brou ght them out of Egypt, ftranger, though I wore the Pophar's oo- 
whofeftatue we faw at the Pyramid. By lour afterwards, as being his relation, 
their laws, all the tribes are to be diftin- and incorporated in his family, Wliea 
guiftied by their colours ; that wherever they were all arrayed in their ulken robes . 
they go, they may be known what Nome of different colours, fpangled with (tin* 
they belong to; with particular marks of of gold, with white fillets round their 
their pofts and dignities j as I (hall describe temples, ftudded with precious (tones, 
toyoutReverencesafterwards.Thegrand they made a very delightful (hew, being 
Pophar" $ colour, who was defcendedfrom the handfomeft race or people this day in 
the eldeft fon of the ancient Pophar, was the univerfe, and all re(embling each 
a flame colour, or approaching nigh the other/ as having no nu'xtureof other na- 
rays of the fun, becaufe he was chief tions in their blood, 
pried of the Sun, Our new regent's co- The fun had now broke through the 
tour was green, fpangled with funs of clouds, and difcovexed to us the prolpeft 
gold, as your Reverences faw in the pic- of the country, but fuch a one as I am 
ture; the green reprefenting the fpring, not able to defcribe; it looked rather 
which is the chief feafon with them. The like an immenfe garden than a country : 
third colour is a fiery red, for the funw at that diftance I could fee nothing but 
jner. The fourth is yellow, fcr autumn; trees and groves ; whether I looked to- 
and the fifth purple, reprefenting the wards die hills or vales, all feemed to be 
gloominefs of winter ; for thefe people, one continued wood, though with fome 
acknowledging the fun for the immediate feemingly regular intervals of fquares 
governor of the univerfe, mimick the na* and plains, with the guttering of goldea 
ture of his influence as nigh as they can. globes or funs through the tops of t\m 
The women obferve the colours of their trees, that it looked like a green mantle 
refpe&ive tribes, but have moons of ill- fpangled with gold, I alked the. Pophar, 
ver intermixed with the funs, to (hew if they lived a li in woods, or whether the 
that they are influenced in a great mea- country was only one continued iromenie 
fure by that variable planet. The young foreit. He fmiled, and laid — * When we 
virgins have the new moon 5 in the ftrength « come thither, you mall fee fbmething 
of their age the full moon ; as they grow * elfe befides woods 5* and then bid me 
old, the moon is in the decreafe proper- look back, and compare the dreary lands 
tionably. ^ The widows have the moon we had lately patted with that glorious 
cxprefled juft as it is i n the change j the proipect we faw before us ; I did fo, a&4 
defce^danu t>f the daughters of the £t& found the di&aai kures&gfc of the one 
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enhanced the beautiful delight of the filent manner, without faying one wore?, 

•ther. -*- The reafon,* fays he, ' why it till we came to the river, over which was 

* looks like a wood it, that befides in- a (lately bridge with a triumphal arcK 

* numerable kinds of fruits, all our on the top of it, beautified witn fans of 

* towns, fquares, and ftreets, as well as gold, rooft magnificent to behold* Be* 
t fields and gardens, are planted with yond the bridge, we immediately paflfeci 
f tuees, both for delight and conveniency* through a kind of circular grove, which 

* though vou will imd fpare ground led us into' a molt delightful plain, like 

* enough for the produce of all things , an amphitheatre, with five avenues ot 

* fuffictcnt to make the lift of man eafy ftreets leading to it: at the entrance of each 

* and happy. The glittering of gold avenue' ftood an innumerable multitude 

* through the tops of the trees, are golden of people representing the five Nomcs, or 

* Cubs on the tops of die temples and governmentsof thofeimmenfekiugdoms, 

* buildings : we build our houfes flat all in their different colours, fpangled 

* and low on account of hurricanes; with funs of gold, which made the moft 

* with gardens of perfumed cver-greens" glorious (how in the world. As fbon as 

* on the tops of them; which is the rea- we entered the amphitheatre, our filence 

* fan you lee nothing but groves. 1 was broke with fhouts of joy that resded 
' We defcended gradually from off the the very ikies ; then the whole multitude 

deiart through ttye Scattered (hrubs, and falling flat on their faced, adoring the 

* were (aluted every now and then with at Urns, and thrice repeating their fhouts, 
gale of perfumes quite different front and adorations, there advanced ten tri-. 
what are brought to the Europeans front umphant chariots, according to the co- 
foreign parts. The frefh air of the lours of the Komes with funs as before | 
ttiarning, together with their being ex* nine of the chariots were drawn with fix 
haled from the living flocks, gave them horfes each, and the tenth with eight for 
fuch a fragrancy as cannot be exprened. the Pophar regent. Tne five deputies, 

• At length we came to a fpaclous plain who were the chief of each Nome, with 
a little (helving, and covered with a the Urns and companions, mounted five 
greeniih coat, between mofs and grafs, of the chariots j the other five were for us^ 
which was the utmoft border of the de- two in a chariot; only being a fupernu* 
Cart j and beyond it a {mall river, col- mcrary, I was placed backwards in the 
Je&ed from the hills, as it were, weep. Pophar s chariot, which he told me was 
ing out of the fands in different places j the only mark of humifiation and in- 
which river was the boundary of the equality I would receive. We were con - 
kingdom that way. Halting there, we du&ed with five fquadrons of horfe, of 
discovered a lmall company of ten per- fifty men each, in their proper colours, 
{bns, the fame number, excluding me, with, dreamers of the lame, having the 
with ours, advancing gravely towards fun in the centre, through the oppofite 
us: they were in the proper colours of avenue; till we came into another am* 
the Nomcs, with fpanglea funs of gold, phitheatre of a vaft extent, where we law 
as my companions woref only the tups an infinite number of tents of filk of the 
of their heads were fpr ink led with duft, colour of the Nomes, all of them fpangled 
in token of mourning. As foon as they with golden funs: here we were to reft 
came at a due diiianct, they felj flat on and refrefhourfelves. The Pophar* s tent 
their feces before the Pophar, without fay- was in the centre of his own colour, 
ing a word, and received the golden Urns which was green, the fecondNome in. 
with the earth which we brought along dignity, in wnofc dominions and govern* 
with us. Then they turned, and march- ment we now were. 

pb directly before us, holding the Urns in I have been longer in this defcription 

their.hands as high As they could, but all becaufe it was jgore a religious ceremony 

ia a deep and mournful hleuce. .Thefe .than any thmg elfe, thefe people being ex - 

were deputies of the five Nomes fent to tremely myfterious in all they do*. Ifhail 

pert the Urns. We advanced in this explain the meaning to your Reverences 

" » as 

• The ancient Egyptians were fo my flerions, particularly in their religious ceremonies, and 

trcqra of government, that in all probability, the ancient fables, which very rcv» yet un- 

**— 4ano rightly, had their rife from them j though the learned Bochart, in his Phaleg. de- 

fetm chiefly from the Canaanites, who difperfing themftlve* alt s-ver the world/ when 

Sus/mppo^ upoa the credaloui Greeks by the different fignincations of 

^.' * . - tfci 

! 
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& briefly as lean. The flopping before 
we came to the bridge on the borders of 
thofe inhofpi table deiarts, and walking in 
that mournful filent manner, .not only 
exprefled their mourning for their deceafed 
anceftors, but alfo fignified the various 
calamities and labours incident to man 
in this life, where he is not only looked 
upon to be, but really is, in a ftate of ba- 
niihment and mourning; wandering in 
fun -burnt defarts, and toft with ftorms 
of innumerable lawlefs defires, ftill fish- 
ing after a better country. The paflage 
over the bridge, they would have to be- 
token man's entrance into reft by death; 
their ftiouts of joy, when the facred Urns 
arrived in that glorious country, not only 
fignified the happinefs of the next life, 
(for thefe people univerfally believe the 
immortality of the foul, and think none 
but brutes can be ignorant of it) bat alfo 
that their anceftors, whofe burial duft 
they brought along with 'them, were now 
in a place of everlafting reft. 

[InqmJUor. I hope you do not believe fo 
of Heathens, let them be ever fo mo- 
ral men, fince we have no aiTurance of 
happinefs in the. next life mentioned in 
the Holy Scripture, without faith in 
Chrift. 

Gaudentio. No, Reverend Fathers \ I only 
mention the fenfe in which thefe men 
underftand the myfteries of their reli- 
gion. As I believe in Chrift, I know, 
there is no other name under heaven by 
which men can be faved. 

htquifitor. Go on.] 

Every ceremony of thefe people has 
fome myftery or other included in it; 
but there appeared no harm in any of 
them, except their falling proftrate be- 
fore the duft, which looked like rank 
idolatry: but they fa id ftill, they meant 
no more than what was merely civil, to 



fignify their refpeft for their deceafed 
parents*. 

I lhall not as yet detain your Reve- 

» rences with the defcription of the beau- 
ties of the country through which we 
pafled, having fo much to fay of the more 
fubftantial part; that is, of their form of 
government,, laws and cuftoms, both re- 
ligious and civil \ nor defcribe the pro* 
digious magnificence, though joined with 

• a great deal of natural fimplicity, in their 
towns, temples, fchools, colleges, &c. 
Becaufe, being built nibitly alike, except 
for particular ufej, manufactures, and the 
like; I lhall defcribe them all in one, 
when I come to the great city of Phor, 
otherwife called, in their facred language, 
No-om f : for if I fhould ftay to ctefcribe 
the immenfe riches, fertility, and beauties 
of the country, this relation, which is 
defigned as a real account of a place 
wherein I lived fo many years, would ra- 
ther look like a romance than a true re- 
lation. I {hall only tell your Reverences 
atprefent, that after having tjken a moil 
magnificent repaft, confifting of all the 
heart of man can conceive delicious. 
both of fruits and wines, while we ftaid 
in thofe refrefhing tabernacles, we^pafled 
on by an eafy evening's journey, to one 
of their towns, always conducted and 
lodged in the fame triumphant manner, 
till we came to the head of that Nome # 
which I told your Reverences was the 
Green Nome, belonging to the Pophar 
regent, fecond in dignity of the whole 
empire. Here, the Urn of duft belong- 
ing to that Nome was repofited in a kind 
of golden tabernacle let with precious 
ftones of immenfe value, in the centre of 
a fpacious temple, which 1 mall defcribe 
afterwards. After a week's feaiting and 
rejoicing, both for the reception of 
the duft and the fafe return of the Po- 
phar and his companions, together with 



the fame words in their langunge. It is obfervable, by the bye, that the moft ancient 
languages, as the Hebrew, with it's different dialects, of which the Canaanean or Phoenician 
language was one, the Chinefe language, &c. had a great many fignifications for the fame 
word, either from the plain fimplicity or poverty of the ancient languages, or more probably 
from an affected myfterioufnefs in all they did. 

* See the remarks before on that head, and the accounts of the worfhip of the Chinefr, 
who were originally Egyptians, in the difputes between the Dominicans and Jefuits, where 
the latter maintained the idolatrous ceremonies and offerings made to their deceafed an- 
ceftors, to imply nothing but a natural and civil refpe&. The Dominicans, on the contiai y, 
very juftly held them to be idolatry, as they were judged to be, and condemned as fuch by 
Clement XI. 

■J* Jofephus again ft Appiondiftinguiihes two languages of the ancient Egyptian*, the one 
facred, the other common* Their facred language was full of myfteries, perhaps like the 
-Cabala of the Jews. 

H his 
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his exaltation to the regenty, we fet out- The town of Phor, that is, the Gloryv 
in the fame maaner for the other Nome*, or No-om, which fignifies the hdufe of 
to repofite all the Urns in their refpeclive the Sun, is built circular, in imitation 
temples. Thefe arc five, as I informed of the fun and it's rays. It is (ituated in 
your Reverences before. The country is the largeft plain of an the kingdom, and 
fomething mountainous, particularly \ipon the lai'geft Hver, which is about as 
\mder the line, and not very uniform, big as our Po, riling from a ridge of 
though every thing elfe is; containing mountains under the line, and running 
tallies, or rather whole regions running towards the north, where it forms a great 
but between the defarts ; benaes vaft ridges lake, almoft like a fea, whofe waters are 
of mountains in the heart of the country * exhaled by the heat of the fun, having 
which inclofe immenfe riches in then* no outlet, or fink underground in the 
towels. The chief town is fituated as ' fandsof the va'ft defarts encompafltng it. 
nigh as poflible in the middle of the This river is cut into a moft magnificent; 
Nomes, and about tlft centre of the coun- canal, running dire&ly through the mid- 
try, bating {hofe irregularities I men- die of the town. Before it enters the 
tioned. The fotlr inferior Nomes were town, to prevent inundations, and for 
like the four corners,, with the flame- other conveniences, there are prodigious 
coloured Nome, where the grand Pophar bafons, and locks, and fluices, with col- 
or regent fro tempore refided, in the centre lateral canals, tb divert and let out the 
of the fquare. Tneir method was to go to water, if need be. The middle ftream 
the four inferior Nomes firft, and repo- forms the grand canal, which runs 
fite the Urns, and then to compleat all at through the town, till it comes to the 
the chief town of the firft Nome. Thefe grand place; then there is another locik 
Nomes were each about eight days very and fluide, which dividing it into twd 
eafy journey over. Thus we went the femicirdes or wings, and carrying it 
round of all, which I' think, as I then re* round the grand place, forms an ifbmd 
marked, was a kind of political vifitation with the temple of the Sun in the cen- 
at the fame time. At length we came to tre, and meeting again oppofite to where 
the great city of Phor,or No-om,there to it divided, fo ops on in a canal again, 
repofite the bit Urn, and for all the people There are twelve bridges with one great 
to pay their relpefts to the grand Pophar, arch over each, ten oVer the circular ca- 
lf in being, or elfe to the regent. By that nab, and two where they divide and 
time, what with thofe who accompanied ^neet again. There are alfo bridges over 
the proceffion of the Urns, and the inha- the ftraight canals, at proper diftances. 
bitants of that immenfe town, more Before the river enters the towrt, it is 
people were gathered together than due divided by the firft great lock" into two 
would have almoft thought had been in prodigious femicircle6 encompaffing the 
the whole world j but in fuch order and whole town. All the canals are planted 
decency, diftinguifhed in their ranks, with double rows of cedars, and walks 
tribes, and colours, as is not eafy to be the moft delightful thatcan be imagined, 
comprehended. The glittering tents .The grand place is in the centre of the 
iprend themfelves over the face of the town, a prodigious round,* or immenfe 
earth. theatre, encompafled with the branches 
1 mall here give your Reverences a de- of the canal, and, in the centre of that, 
fcription of the town, becaufe all other the temple of the Sun. This temple con - 

freat towns or heads of the Nomes are fi(!softhreehundredandfixty««fivedouble 

uilt after that model, as indeed the lefTer marble pillara,according to the number of 

towns come as nigh it as they can, except, the days of the year*, repeated with three; 

as I faid, places for arts or t£ades,which ftories one above another, and on the 

are generally built on rivers or brooks, top a cupola open to the iky for the fun 

for coiweniency ; fuch is the nature of to be feen through* The pillars are all 

the people, that they affect an exacVuni- of the Corinthian orderf, of a marble as 

formity and equality in all they do, as white as fnow, and fluted. The edges 

being brothers of the fame flock . of the flutes, with the capitals cprniihed, 

are 

* Our author feems to be a little out in this place ; for it fs certain, the ancient Egypti- 
ans did not make their year to confift of fo many days, unlefs you'll fa/, that thefe people, 
being very great astronomers, were mere exact in their obfervations* 

f It is generally fuppofed, that the different orders of pillars, as the Doric, the Ionic, 
" *'<*thian, &c. came firft from, the Creeks, «j ty&S affcUgsiofiSy being Greek, would 

nakft 



j 



GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA* It 

mt all gilt. . The inner roofs of the vaft of ftately cedars before the houfes, at an 

galleries on thefe pillars, are pamted with exa£t diftarce ; as are all the ftreets on 

the fun, moon, and ftars',exprefTmg their each fide, like fo many beautiful ave- 

different motions, with hieroglyphicks nues, which produce a moil delightful 

known only tofome few of the chief el- effect to the eve, as well as conveniency 

ders or rulers. The outfides of all are of made. The crofs ftreets are fo many 

doubly gilt, as is the dome or. grand parallel circles round the grand place and 

concave on the top, open in the middle temple, as the centre $ making greater 

to the fky . In the middle of this con- circles as the town enlarges itfelf. They 

cave is a golden fun, hanging in the t void > build always circular ways till the cir- 

and fupported* by golden lines or rods cle is compleat; then another, and fo 
from the edges of the dome. Thearti-* on. All the ftreets, as I faid, both 

ficial fun looks down, as if it were fbin- ftraight and "Circular, are planted with 

fng on a globe of earth, ere&edon a pe- double rows of cedars. The middle 

dcftal altar-wife, oppofite to the fun, ac- of the areas between the cuttings of 

cording to the fituation of their climate the ftreets are lefbajR gardens, and 

to that glorious planet; in which globe other conveniencies,MJrgingthemfelves 

or earth are inclofed the urns of their de- as they proceed fromThe centre or grand 

ceafed anceftors. On the infide of the place : at every cutting of the ftreets, is 

pillars are the feats of the grandees or a lefler circular fpace fet round with 

elders, to hold their councils, which are trees, adorned with fountains, or fta- 

all publick.. Oppofite to the twelve great tues of famous menj .that, in effect, 

ftreets, are fo many entrances into the the whole town is like a prodigious gar* 

temple, with as many magnificent flair- den, diftinguifhed with temples, pavi* 

cafes between the entrances, to go into lions, avenues, and circles of greens j 

the galleries or places where they keep fo that it is difficult to give your Re- 

theregifters of their laws, Sec. with gilt verences a juft idea of the beauty of it. 

fcaluftrades looking down into the temple. I forgot to tell your Reverences, that 

On the pedeftals of all the pillars were the twelve great ftreets open tbem (elves 

engraven hieroglyphicks ana characters as they lengthen, like the radii of a 

known to none but the five chief Pophars, wheel, fo that at the lint coming into 

and communicated under the greateftfe- ,the town, you have the proipect of 

Crecytothemcceflcrofanyoneofthemin the temple and grand place directly be- 

cafe of death, lofs of fenfes, and the fore you; and from tne temple a direct 

like* I prefume, the grand fecrets and view of one of the fined avenues and 

arcana of ftate, and it may be, of then* countries in the world. Their princi- 

religion, arts, and fciences, are con- pal towns are all built after this form, 

rained therein . The moft improper de- After they have taken a plan of the pi ace, 

corations^of the temple, in my opinion, they firft build a temple j then leave the 

are the flutings of the pillars, which ra- great area or circular market-place, 

ther look too finical for the auguft and round which they build a circle of houi'es, 

jnajeftick Simplicity affefted by thefe peo- and add others as they encreafe, accord - 

pie in other refpe&s* ing to the foregoing defcription; ridi- 

The fronts of the houfes round the culing and contemning other countries, 

grand place are all concave, or fegments whofe towns are generally built in a con* 

of circles, except where the great ftreets fufed number of houfes and ftreets, 

meet, which are twelve in number, ac- without any regular figure. In all the 

Cording to the twelve figns of the zo- (paces or cuttings of the ftreets, there 

diack, pointing to the temple in ftraight are are either publick fountains brought 

lines like rays to the centre. This vaft by pipes from a mountain at a confide - 

rpund is fet with double rows and circles rable diftance from the town j or, as I 

make at believe; but the famous and ancient palice of Perfepotis, notwithftanding it's 
Greek name, where there were hieroglyphicks and inscriptions in characters none could 
undtrftand, befides other reafons, Jhew that the invention came from Egypt, or from the 
ancient, CbaWeane, or rather from Seth, Noah, and the ancient Hebrews. It is likewise 
v/jry obfervabie, djat the invention of arts and fciences came from the eaft, and can be 
traced nohigtajfhan Nothfrflood $ unlefs you will allow the fables of Seth, a Hedged by 
the learned Jfofephus in his Antiquities, quoted above. All which is a very natural connr- 
patioa jo£ the account given by Mofes, againft our modern feeptxea. 

Ha (aid 
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faid before, (ratues of great men hold- 
ing fomething in their hands to declare 
their merit ; which j having no wars, is 
taken either from the invention of arts 
and fciences, or fome memorable action 
done by them for the improvement and 
good of their country. Thefe they look 
upon as more laudable motives, and 
greater fpurs to glory, than ajl the tro- 
phies erected by other nations to the 
dellroyers of their own fpecies. ' Their 
houfes are built all alike, and low, as I 
©bferved before, on account of itorms 
and hurricanes, towhich the country is 
fubjeft; they ari ^|l e xactly of a height, 
flat-roofed, with^flKcial gardens on the 
top of each*, fu Wrflowers and aroma- 
tick (hrubs ; fo that when you look from 
any eminence down into the ftreets, you 
fee all the circles and avenues like an- 
other world under you ; and if on the 
level, along the tops of the houfes, you 
are charmed with the profpeft of ten 
thouiand different gardens meeting your 
fight wherever you turn 5 infomuch, that 
I believe the wnole world befides cannot 
afford fucli a profpeft. There are a 
great many other beauties and conveni- 
ences, according to the genius of the 
people; which, were I to mention, would 
mnke up a whole volume. I only lay, 
that the riches of the country are im- 
menfe, which in fome meafure are all 
in common, as I, (hall mew when I come 
to the nature of. their government; the 
people are the moft ingenious and indu- 
ftrious in the world ; the governors aim- 
ing at nothing but the grandeur % and 
fcod of the publick, having all the af- 
uence the heart of man can defire, in 
a place where there has been no war 
for near three thoufand years ; there be- 
ing indeed no enemies but tfee inhofpita- 
ble fands around them, and they all con- 
fidiT themf elves as brothers of the fame 
ftock, living under dne common father; 
fo that it is not lb much to be wondered 
at, if they are arrived to fuch grandeur 



r 

and magnificence as "perfons in our/ 
world can fcarce believe or conceive. 

When the ceremonies, for the recefH 
tion of the Urns were over, religious ce- 
remonies with thefe people always tak- 
ing place of the civilf, they proceeded to 
the inauguration of the Pophar regent, 
which was performed with no pther ce- 
' remony, for reafons I mall tell your Re- 
verences afterwards, outplacing him in 
• a chair of itate, with his face towards? 
the eaft, on the top of the higheft hill- in. 
the Nome, to mew that he was to infpc& 
or over-look all, looking towards the 
temple of the Sun, which flood di- 
rectly eaftward of him, to put him in 
mind that he was to take care of the re- 
ligion of his anceftors in the firlt place. 
When he was thus placed, three hun- 
dred fixty-five of the chief of the; 
Nome, as reprefentatives of all the 
reft, came up to him, and making a 
refpe&ful bow, laid — c Eli Pophar,* 
which is as much as to fay, ' Had, fa- 
* ther of our nation ;* and he embracing 
them as a father does his children, an- 
fwered them with — ' Cali Benim,' that 
is, ' My dear children.* As many of 
the women did the fame. This was all 
the homage they paid him, which was 
efteemed fo facred, as never to be violat- 
ed. All the diftin£Hon t of his habit was 
one great fun on his breaft, much bigger 
than that of any of the reft. ^The pre- 
cious ftones alio, which were fet in the 
white fillet binding his forehead, were 
larger than ordinary, as were thofe of 
the crofs circles over his head, terminat- 
ed on the fummit with a large tuft of 
gold, and a thin plate of gold iii the, 
ill ape of the fun, fattened to the top of 
it horizontally : all of them, both men 
and women, wore thofe fillet-crowns 
with a tuft of gold, but no fun on the 
top, except the Pophar. 

As foon as the ceremonies and rejoic- 
ings were over, which wfere performed in 
tents at the publick expence, he was con-\ 



* The ancient Babylonians had artificial gardens, or hortt penjikty on the tops of their 
houfes, as early as* the great Semiramis; though Herodotus derives their invention from a 
later Babyloi.ian queen, who being a Mede by nation, and loving woods, and not being 
* permitted to go out of the palace, had thofe artificial gardens made to divert her. 

•f The molt polite nations of antiquity, even amVng the Heathen*, gave the preference 
to religion, before all other considerations : as for the Christian religion, though of late 
peifons of fome wit, little judgment, and no morals, call it in queftion, it is well known, 
men become more men as they become Chriftian 3. The light of faith brought in learning, 
polltenefs, humanity, juftice, and equity, lnftead of that ignorance, and a brutal barbarity , 
that overfpread the face of the earth 3 and the want of it will lead us in time into the fam« 
enormities which religion has taught us to fbrfake ; on which, account it is (he part of all' 
■ wile governments, to countenance and preferve religion. 

du&ed, 
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dueled, with the chearful acclamations 
of the people, and the found of muiical 
mftruments, to a magnificent tent in the 
front of the whole camp, facing the eaft, 
which is looked upon as the mod ho- 
iiourable^ as f]rft (being the rifing fun; 
and fo on, by eafy journeys, till he came 
to the chief town of» that Nome. The 
reafon why thefe ceremonies were per- 
formed in the. different Nomes, wtfs to 
(hew that they all depended on him, and 
becaufe the empire was fovery populous,. 
it wa§ impoflible they could meet at one 
place. I can't exprefs thecareffes I re- 
ceived from them, cfpecially when they 
found I was defcended from the fame 
race by the mother's fide, and fo nearly 
related to the Pophar. When I came 
firft into their company, they all em- 
braced me, men and women, with the 
moft endearing tendernefs ; the young 
beautiful women did the fame, calling 
me Brother, and catching me in their 
arms with fuch an innocent afTurance, 
as if I had been their real brother loft and 
found again. J can't fay but fome of 
them expreffed a fondnefi for me that 
feemed to be of another loTt, and which 
afterwards gave me a great deal of trou-- 
blej but I imputed it to the nature of 
the lex, who are unaccountably more 
fond of ftrangers, whom they know no- 
thing of, than of perfons of much greater 
merit, who converfe with them every 
day. Whether it proceeds from the 
want of a fufficient folidity in their judg- 
ment^ or from a levity and ficklenefs in 
their nature, or from the fpirit of con- 
tradiction, which makes them fond of 
what they moftly mould avoid j or think- 
ing that ftrangers are not acquainted with 
their defects, or in fine, are more likely 
to keej) their counfel j be that as it will, 



their mutual jealoufies gave me tnnck 
uneafinefs afterwards. But .to fay m 
word or two more of the nature of the ' 
people, before I proceed in my relation; 
as I told your Reverences, they are the 
handfomeft race of people I believe na- 
ture ever produced, with this only dif- 
ference, which fome may think a defect, 
that they are all too much like one ano- 
ther : but if it be a defect, it proceeds 
from a very laudable caufej that is, 
from their ipringing.from one family, 
without any mixture of different nation* 
in their blood* j they have, neither wars, 
nor traffick with other people, to adul~ 
terate their race, for which reafon they 
know nothing of the vices fuch a com- 
merce often brings along with it. Their 
eyes are fome thing too imall, but not fo 
little as thofeof the Chinefe j their hair 
is generally black, and inclined to be 
a little cropped orfrizzledf, and their 
complexion brown, but their features 
are the mod exact and Tegular iraagina- 
. ble ; and in the mountainous parts, to- 
wards the line, where the air is cooler, 
they are rather fairer than our Italians}; 
the men are univerfally well maped, tall, 
and (lender, except .through fome acci- 
dental deformity, which is very rare; 
but the women, who keep themfelve* 
much within doors, are the moil beau- 
tiful creatures, and the fined maped ia 
the world, except, as I faid, being too 
much alike. There is fuch an innocent 
fweetnefs in their beauty, and fuch a na- 
tive modefty in their countenance, as 
cannot be defcribed. A bold forward - 
nefs in a woman is what they diflike; 
and, to give them their due, even the 
women are the moft chafte I ever knew, 
which is partly owing to the early an! 
provident care of their governors. But 



' # Tacitus fays much the fame of the Germans, ' lf>fe eorum epmionHus accedo>.<jui Ger- 
€ mania populoi nulfu aliarum nationum connubiit inferos, propriam & Jinctram & tanquam 
* fit Jimilcm gentcm exutijfe arbitrantur* Tacitus de moribu^ Gekmanorum* 
4 1 agree,* fays he, * with their opinion, who think the people of Germany fo peculiarly like 
' one another, becaufe they have not been corrupted by marriages with other nations.* They 
were noted in Auguftus's time to have blue eyes, as moft bf the native Germans have to 
this day. I remember I faw a review of a German regiment in the city of Milan, where al« 
moft every one of the common foldiers had blue eyes. No wonder, therefore, if thefe Afri-r 
fans our author fpeaks of fliould be fo like one another. 

-f- The ancient Egyptians, according to Herodotus- and Bochart, were fo. 

% Though our Italians are fome thing more fwarthy than the northern Tramontane ; yet 
our ladies keeping much in the houfe from their childhood, have very fine Jkins, and excel 
ail others for delicacy of featurea§. 



§ I fancy Signer Rbedi never faw our Engliflj beauties* 
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as T deiign to make a feparate article of the country to the innoceaceof the mha« 

-rite education of their young people, I bitants ; not but the induftry and inge- 

ftaNfay nomoreatprefenton that head, nuity of the people, joined with their 

The vibrations which we made to car- perpetual peace and reft from external* 

ty die Urns, gave me an opportunity of ana almoft internal broils, contribute 

feeing the greateft part of tneir country very much to their riches and fertility, 

as foon as I came there j though the Po- Their villages being moft of them built 

phar,with alefs retinue, and with whom on the rivulet? for manufactures and 

j always was, vifited them more parti- trades, are not to be numbered. Their 

cularly afterwards. The country is ge~ hillsaare full of metallic*, mines of ajl 

nerally more hilly than plain, and in forts, with materials fuffioent to work 

fbme parts even mountainous ; there are, them $ filver is the fenced, and none 

as I faid, vaft ridges of mountains, which more plentiful than gold j it comes out 

run feveral hundred miles, either under oftentimes in great lumps from the mi- 
•r parallel to the equator. Theie are ' neral rocks, as if it wept out from be - 

very cofd, and contribute very much to {ween the joints, and was thrown off by 

render the climate more temperate than the natural heat of the earth, or other 

might otherwife be expected, both by re* unknown cauies : this gold is more duc- 

f rrgerating the air with cooling breezes, tile, eauer to work, and better for aH 

which are wafted from thence over the ufes, than that which is drawn from the 

left of the country, and by fupplying pre. Their inventions, not only for 

the plains with innumerable rivers run- common conveniencies, but even the 

sing both north and fouth, but chiefly magnificence of life, are aftonifhing. 

towards the north*. Theie hills, and When I fpokc of their fruits, I fliouki 

the great woods they are generally co- have mentioned a (mall fort of grape that 

vcred with, are the occaCon of the coun- grows there naturally, of which they 

% try's being fubje£t to rainsf; there aie make a wine, (harp at firh% but which 

% vaft forefts and places, which they cut will keep a grigit many vears, mellowing 

down and deftroy as they want room, and improving as it is kept} but the 

leaving lefler groves for beauty and va- choiceft grapes, which are chiefly for 

titty* as well as ufe and conveniency. drying, are cultivated among them, and 

The rains and hillinefs of the country a very little pains does it. Their wines 

make travelling a little incommodious, are more cordial than inebriating $ but a 

fcrrt then they afford numberlefs fprings fmaller fort, diluted with water, makes 

and rivulets, with fuch delicious vales, their conftant drink. I don't remember 

that adding this to the honefty and I ever faw any horned beafts in the coun-' 

innocence of the inhabitants, one would try, except goats of a very large fize, 

think it a perpetual paradife. The foil which ferve them for milk, though it is 

is fo, prodigioufly fertile, not only in rather too rich : deer mere are innume - 

different forts of grain, and rice, with rable, of more different kinds than are 

a fort of wheat much larger and richer in Europe. There is a little beaft, feem- 

in flower than any .Indian wheat I jngly of a fpecies between a roe and a 

ever faw j but particularly in an inex- fheep, whofe flefh is the moft nourishing 

hauftible variety of fruits, legumes, and delicious that can be tailed ; theie 

and eatable herbs of fuch nourifhing make a difh in all their feafts, and are 

Juice, and delicious tafte, that to pro- chiefly referred for that end. "Their 

fide fruit for fuch numbers of people is fowl, wild and tame, make the greateft 

the lentf, of their care. One would think part of their food; as to fleuVmeat, of 

theeurfebf Adam had fcarce reached which they don't eat much, it being, as 

that part of the world j ov that Provi- they think, too grofs a food. The rivers 

dencc had proportioned the fcrtility~of and lakes are (cored with vail quantities 

* It is remarkable, that moft fprings rife from the north -fide of the Kills, and more rurexa) 
run northward than fouthurard, at leaft on this fide of the line, though the obfertatioa does 
a«* atom* l>o»d j the reafon may be, for that there aie more arifta and dews hanging on the 
>orth-fcic. becaufe the fun dries up the moifture on the Tbuth-fide of the mountains more 
than on the north ; though perhaps all fprings don't rife from rain and mifts, Ac. yet 
moft do. 

't is well know*, to the naturaHfts, that great woods and bills coUeft clouds and vapours. 
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ct moft cxquifite fifh, particularly a 
golden trour, whofe belly is of a bright 
fcariet colour, as delegable to the palate 
as to the eye. They fuppofe fi(h to be 
more nourishing and eafier of digeftion 
than fle/h, for which reafon they eat 
much more of it ; but having no rivers 
that run into the fea, they want all of 
. that kind. 

Their horfes, as I obferved before, 
are but fmall, but full of mettle and life, 
and extremely fwift. They have a wild 
afs longer than the horfe, of all the co- 
lours of the rainbow, very ftroug and 
profitable for burden and drudgery 5 but 
their great carriages are drawn by elks j the 
dromedaries are for travelling over the 
fands. The rivers, at le'aft in the plain 
. and low countries, are cut into canals, 
by which they carry moft of their provi- 
fion and effects all over the country. 
This is only a fmall (ketch of the nature 
©f the country, becaufe I know thefe 
matters don't fall under the cognizance 
of your Reverences, fo much as the ac- 
count of their religion, morals, cuftoms, 
laws, and government. Vet I muft fay 
that for riches, plenty of all delicacies of 
life, manufactories, inventions of arts, 
and every thing that conduces to make 
this mortal (late as happy as is poflible, 
ko country in the known world can pa- 
rallel it j though there are,(bme inconve- 
ciencies, as your Reverences will obferve 
as I go on with my relation. 

Before I come to the remaining occur- 
rences of my own life, in which nothing 
yery extraordinary happened till I came 
away, unlefs I reckon the extraordinary 
bappinefs I was placed in, as to all things 
of this life, in one of the mod: delicious 
regions of the univerfe, married to the 
regent's daughter, whofe picture is there 
before you, and the deplorable lofs of her, 
with my only remaining fon, [Here he 
could not refrain from weeping for fome 
time.] as welt as the prefcnt (late to which 
I am reduced ; though I muft own I have 
received more favourable treatment than 
could well be expected. I (hall give your 
Reverences a fuccin& account of their 



religion, laws, and cuftoms, wnich are" 
almoft as far out of the common way of 
thinking of the reft of die world, as 
their country. 

F 

■ OF THEIR HELIGIOH. 

The religion of thefe people is reaRj 
idolatry in the main 5 though as fnflpfe 
and natural as poflible for Heathens* 
They indeed will not acknowledge them- 
fdves to be Heathens, in the (cnie we take 
the word $ that -is, wor(hipper3 of falft 
pods* j for they have an abhorrence of 
idolatry in words as well as the Chineie, 
but are idolaters in effect, worlhippiog 
the material fun, and paying- thofe fu- 
perftitious rites to their deceafed ances- 
tors j of which part of their religion your 
Reverences have had a full account al- 
ready. Thefe people however acknow- 
ledge one fupreme God, maker of afl 
things, whom they call El t,.or the mo| 
high of all. This they fay natural rea- 
fon teaches them from an argument, 
though good in itfelf, yet formed aflor a, 
different way of arguing from other peo- 
ple : they fay all their own wifdora, or 
that of all the wifeft men in the world 
put together, could never form this glo- 
rious worlcl in all it's caufes and effect* 
(b juftly adapted to it's refpeftive ends, 
as it is with refpec~k to every individual 
fpecies. Therefore the Author of it muft 
be a Being infinitely wiier than all intel- 
lectual beings . As for the notion of any 
thing producing itfelf, without a pgtor 
caufe, they laugh at it, and aik whytwc 
don't fee fuch effects produced without a 
caufe ? Hence they hold one only inde- 
pendent caufe, and that there muft be 
one, or- nothing could ever be produced. 
Though they make a god oi the fun, 
they don't fay he is independent as to his 
own being, but that he received it from 
this £1. Some of the wifer fort, when 
I argued with them, feemed to acknow- 
ledge the fun to be a material being 
created by God ; but others think him 
to be a fort of vicegerent, by whom the 



* This opinion vAs very ancient, and came originally from Egypt, where Pythagoras 
learnt it : though perhaps not liking this way of employ-leg it, he altered it quite from what 
thefe men held, which is the lets irrational of tbc two. Though, with Signor Caudent'io's 
leave, I can never befieve, thefe wife men really hejd chut opinion, but only underftood it 
allegoricall/} I muft own, at the fame time, fonae of the ancients did hold the other 
SUerempfychafis. 

■f The old Arabians by Al, or perhaps £1, mean fomething very grand or h'gh t as 
Al-Cair, for Grand Cair; Alchymy for the lij*hcit Cbymyftry, &c- 1 wonder Signor 
Ahedi took no notice of this in his remarks. 

£1 
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XI performs every thing, as the chief 
tnttnunental caufe of all productions. 
This is the reafon that they addrefs all 
their prayers to the fun, though they al- 
low-all power is to be referred originally 
to the EL The men look upon the moon, 
to be £ material being, dependent on the 
fan » but the women leem to make a god- 
flfefc of her* by reafon of the influence fhe 
feas over that^ex j and foolifhly think, fhe 
brings forth every month when fhe is at 
the hill, and that the ftars are her's and 
the fun's children. They all of them, 
both men and women, reft fatisfied in 
their belief, without any difputes or ftu- 
dled notions about a Being fo infinitely 
above them, thinking it much better to 
adore him in the infcrutability of his ef- 
fence, in an humble- filcnce, than to be 
(filiating about what they cannot com- 
prehend ; all their fearch is employed in 
iecond caufes, and the knowledge of na- 
ture as far as it may be ufeful to men. 

[Inrpifitor. I hope you don't deny but 
that fome men may have wrong no- 
tions of the Deity, in which they ought 
to be fet right by wiier and more learn- 
ed men than themfelves; by confe- 
cuence all fearches and difputes about 
the being and nature of God are not 
to be condemned. 

Camdertiio. No, may it pleafe your Re- 
verences j for I prefume you only un- 
derftand me now as representing other 
people's opinions, not my own, which 
is entirely conformable, to what -the 
Cathotick church teaches. I often 
told the Pophar, to whom I could fpeak 
my mind with all the freedom in the 
world, that as no mortal man could 
pretend to tell what belonged to the 
incomprehenfibility of God's eiYence, 
yet our reafon obliging us to believe 
tys Being; it was necefTary, by the 
feme reafon i that we fhould be in- 
structed by himfelf, or fome lawgiver 
immediately commiflioned by him, left 
we fhould err in fo material a point. 

" This law-giver we Chriftians believe 
he did lend, by giving us his only-Son, 
who was capable of inftructine us in 
what belonged to the eternal Godhead ; 
that he did not only give us the jufteft 
notions we could poflibly have, but 
confirmed the truth of what he laid, 
by tuch figns and wonders, as none 
"but one kr\t from God could perform. 

hiquijitcr. Go on.] 

When I fai'l, they addrefs all their 



prayers, and moft of the external-action* 
of their worfhip, ,to the fun, it is on ac- 
count of their believing him to be the> 
phyfical caufe of the production of all 
things by his natural influence; j which,, 
though the wifer fort of them, when you 
came to reafon more clofely, will grant 
to be derived from the El, and fome of 
them will own him to be a mere material 
being, moved by a prior caufe, yet the 
generality of them don't reflect on this j 
but are really guilty of idolatry in wor- 
shipping a mere creature. Neverthelefs, 
as to the moral effects of the univerfe, or 
the free actions of men with refpecr, to 
equity, juftice, goodnefs, t uprightnefs, 
and the like, which they allow to be pro- 
perly the duty of rational creatures, and 
of much greater confequence' than the 
phyfical part of the world : this I fay, 
they all refer to the fupreme Being, whofe 
will it is they fhould be merciful, good, 
juft, and equitable to all, agreeable to the . 
juft nptions of the all-wife Author, of 
their exiftence, whofe fupreme reafon be- 
ing incapable of any irregular bias, ought 
to be the rule of his creatures that de- 
pend on him, and are in fome meafure 
partakers^of his perfection s . They con - 
firm this notion by a very proper com- 
parifon 5 as for example, to aft contrary 
to the laws of nature in phyfical produc- 
tions, is to produce monftrous births, 
&c. fo to uct contrary to the ideas of the 
fupreme reafon in moral cafes, muft be a 
great deformity in his fight. 

I own I was charmed with this natural 
way of reafoning, and afked them fur- 
ther, whether they believed the fupreme 
Being troubled himfelf about the moral 
part of the world, or the free actions of 
men ? They feemedfurprized at the quef- 
tion, and afked me, whether I thonght 
it was pofftblehe fhould leave the noblelt 
part out of his care, when he took the 
pains (that was their expreffion) to create 
the leaft infect according to the moft exact 
rules of art and knowledge, beyond all 
that the art of man can come up to ? I 
afked them again, what were the rules, 
which it was his will that free agents, 
fuch as man for inftance, fhould follow 
in the direction of thfir lives ? They told 
me, reafon, juftice, and equity, in imi- 
tation of the fupreme reafon in him-— 
' For,* faid they, ' can you think the fu- 
' preme Being can approve of the enor- 
' mous actions committed by men j or, 
' that any vile practices can be accord - 
' ing to the juft ideas oi his reafon; if 

« not 
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* not, tihey nrmft be contrary to the beft 

* light of reafon not only in God but 

* man, and therefore liable to bepunifh- 

* ed by the juft Governor of all.' . 

I fubmit thefe notions to your Re- 
verences better judgment; but I thought 
them very extraordinary for perfons who 
had nothing but the light of nature to 
direel them : it is pity but they had been 
as right in their more remote inferences 
as they were in thefe principles. The 
fum therefore of the theoretical p>rt of 
their religion, is— 

Firft, That the El is the fupreme inteU 
le&ual, rational, and moft noble of all 
beings 5 that it is the duty of all intel- 
lectual beings to imitate tne juft laws of 
reafon in him, otherwife they depart from 
the fupreme rule of all their actions, 
fince what fs contrary to the moft per- 
fect reafon in God, muft be contrary to 
our own, and by confequence of a de- 
formity highly blameable in his fight ; 
all their prayers, and whatever they afk 
of this fupreme Being is, that they may 
be juft and good as lie is. 

Secondly, That the fun is the chief, at 
leaft inftrumental caufe of their bodies, 
and all other phyfical effecls. Your Re- 
verences know better thin I can inform 
you, that this is wrong : to him they ad- 
drefs their prayers for the prefervation of 
their lives, the fruits of the earth, &c. 

Thirdly, That their parents are the 
more immediate inftrumental caufe of 
their natural being, which they derive 
partly from the El, and partly from the 
fun; and they reverence them the more 
on this account, as being the vicegerents 
of both, and believe them to be immortal, 
as to the fpiritualor intellectual part, and 
confequently able and ready to aflift them 
according to the refpecl they (hew them 
by reverencing their tombs and honour* 
ing their memories. Though, upon a 
nicer examination, I found that the fu- 
perftitious worfhip they pay to their de- 
ceaied anceftors was as much a politick 
as a religious inftitation $ becaufe their 
government being patriarchal, this in- 
violable refpe£l they (hew to their parents 
makes them obey their elders or gover- 
nors, not only with the moft dutiful ob- 
fcrvance, but even with a filial love and 
alacrity. 



There, are fome other points of letk 
confequence, and reduceable to thefe 
three heads, which your Reverences will 
obferve in the courfc of my relation. As 
for the immortality of the foul, reward* 
aud punishments in another life, they be- 
lieve both, though they have an odd way 
of explaining them. They fuppofe, 
without any hesitation, that the foul if 
a being independent ot matter, as to it'* 
eflence, having faculties of thinking 
willing, and ennfing, which mere mau 
ter, let it be fpun ever fo fine, and ac- 
tuated by thequickeft and the moft fub- 
tie motion, can never be capable of; but 
their notion of their pre-exiftence witji 
the El, before they were fent into bodies, 
is very confufed. The rewards and pu- 
nifhments in the next life they believe 
will chiefly confift in this ; that in pro^ 
portion as their actions have been con- 
formable to the juft ideas of the fupreme 
Being in this life, partaking ftill more 
and more of his infinite wifdom, fo their 
fouls will approach ftill nearer to the 
beautiful intelligence of their divine mo- 
del in the next. But if their actions in . 
this life have been inconfiftent with the 
fupreme reafon in God, they N (hall be 
permitted to go on for ever in that in* 
confiftency and difagreement, till they 
become fo monftroufly wicked and enor- 
mous, as to become* abominable even to • 
themfelves. 



OF THEIR OPINION CONCERNING 
THE TRANSMIGRATIQNOF SOULS, 
AND THE SCIENCE OF PHYSIOG- 
NOMY. 

I found the wifeft of them held the 
Metempfychofis, or the tranfmigration of 
fouls*, not as a punifhment in the next 
life, as fome of the ancient Heathen philo- 
sophers did, but as a punilhment in this ] 
the chief pnntfhment in the next was ex- 
plained above. This tranfmigration of 
fouls is quite different from the received 
notion ot the word. Inftead of believf 
ing, as the ancients did, that the fouls 
of wicked and voluptuous men, after 
their deaths, tranfmigrated into beafta 
according to the (imilitude of their vi- 
cious inclinations, till, paung through 



* This notion of the tranfmigration of the fouls of brutes into men and women in thit 
life, particularly into the latter, was not unknown to the ancients, though explained fome* 
thing after a different way *. witneis a remaining fragment of Simoniies, a very ancitafc 
Creek poet, to that trTcft. 
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one animal into another, they were per- that divine light directty) are eafily re- 
mitted to commence men again 5 I fay, pulfed, before they have obtained pof- 
thefe people, irtftead of believing this, fefllon, though it cofts a great deal of 
hold a MetempfychoHs of quite a dif- pains to diflodge them when once they 
ferent nature ; not that the fouls of men are got in. The fear of being abandon - 
enter into brutes, but that the fouls of ed to the flavery of tbefe brutal fouls is 
* brutes enter into the bodies of men even fo deeply imprinted in them from their 
in this life. They fay, for example, that infancy, that they look upon the tem- 
the bodies of men and women are fuch perance and regularity of their lives to be 
^delicate habitations, that the fouls of in a great mearure owing to this do&rine. 
l>rutes are perpetually envying them, and The fame notions hold with their wo- 
contriving to get into them 5 that, un- men j into whom their mothers and go- 
lefs the divine light of reafon be perpe- verneflcs infill them, as the wife men do 
xually attended to, thefe brutal fouls fteal to the men : only they believe the brutal 
In upon them, and chain up the rational (puis that enter into women are of a dif- 
fwl, fo that it (hall not be able to govern ferent fpecies from thofe that enter into 
the body, unlefs it be to carry on the de- men. They fay, for infhuice, that of a 
figns or the brutal foul, or at beflTonly cameleon makes them falfe and incon- 
make fome faint efforts to get out of it's ftant 5 that of a peacock, coquettifh and 
slavery. I took it at firft, that this fyftem vain ; that of a tigrefs, cruel and iJl-na- 
was merely allegorical, to fhew the fimi- tured; and fo of the reft. They add 
litude between the paflions of men when another difference between men and wo- 
notdirefted by reafon, and thofe of brutes, men, that when thefe brutal fculs are en- 
But upon examination, I found it was tered into them, they are much harder 
their opinion, that this tranfinigration to be driven out from them than from 
did really happen ; infbmuch, that in my the men ; befidcs that thefe brutal fouls 
laft journey with the Pophar into Egypt, will lurk undifcovered in women a great 
when be faw die Turks, or other ltrange while, and are often force difcernihle, 
nations, nay, feveral Armenian and Eu- till the age of five and twenty or thirty ; 
rppean Chnftians, he would fay to me whereas in moft men it difcovers itfelf 
in his own language, There goes a hog, prefently after it's entrance, 
{here goes a lion, a wolf, a fox, a dog, It was on account of this do&riue, as 
and the like 5 that is, they believe the I found by repeated obfervations, that 
body of a voluptuous man is poflefled by they were fo addicted to the ftudy 
the foul of a hog, of a luftful man by of Phyfiognomy, laying down rules to 
that of a goat, a treacherous man by that know by the countenance, the lines of 
of a fox, a tyrannical man by that of a the face, and unguarded looks of men, 
wolf, and fo of the reft. This belief is whether the brutal ibul has got poffeffion 
inftilled into them fo early, and with fo or not, in order to apply proper remedies . 
touch care, that it is of yery great benefit This fcience, however uncertain and 
to keep them within the bounds of rea- doubtful among Chriftians, (who have 
fon.. If a young man finds himfelf in- greater affiftance of grace and virtue to 
clined to any cf thefe paffions, head- refift their paflions, thofe treacherous in- 
drefles himfe.f immediately to fome per- vaders) is brought to greater perfection 
fon whom he thinks of fuperiorwifdom, and certitude than one would imagine, 
who aflures him that the foul of fome among fuch of thefe "people, who, hav- 
certain brute is endeavouring to furprue ing no fuch helps, take little care to cul- 
and captivate his rational foul, and take tivate and moderate their vicious incli- 
pofTeflion of it's place. This makes nations, unlefs they are apprized and fore- 
them always watchful, and upon their warned of the danger. Therefore their 
guard againft their own pailions, not to wife men, whenever they come in com- 
be furpnzed by fuch a mercilefs enemy, pany of the younger fort, confider at. 
Their immediate remedy is, to look fted- tentivtlv with themfelves all the linea- 
faftly at the divine light that mines with*, ments of the countenance, complexions, 
in them, and compare it with it's ori- motions, habit of body, confbturion, tone 
ginal, till by the force of it's rays they of the voice, make and turn of the face, 
drive away thofe brutal fouls, which, as nofe,ears, Sec. but particularly they ob- 
foon as fully difcovercd in their trea- ferve the ftru&ure and glances of the eye, 
iJierous attacks (for they come on, fay with innumerable figns proceeding from 
by ftealth, not daring to attack it, by which they pretend to difcover thofe 

paflions. 
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paffions. I fay, they pretend to know by 
thefe what brutal foul lays fiege to the. 
rational foul, or whether it has already 
taken pofleffion of it's poft. If they are 
(hangers, they prudently take care to 
avoicf their company, or atleaft are.on their 
guard notto have any dealings with them 
10 matters obnoxious to the brutal foul 
they think them poflefledby» But if the 
perfon attacked by thefe brutal fouls be 
of their own nation, they immediately 
forewarn fuch to be on his guard, bjr 
which, and the dread thty have enter- 
tained from their youth of thefe brutal 
enemies, they are kept in fuch order, that, 
as I faid, I never Caw fuch moral people 
in my life. The worft is, they are ex- 
tremely inclined to be proud, and have 
too great a value for themfelves, defpif- 
ing in their hearts all other nations, as if 
they were nothing but brutes in human 
ihape*. However, their wife men take 
as much care as poifible to correct this 
fault, as far as the ignorance of the law 
of grace will allow; by putting them of- 
te^n in mind of the miferies and infirmi- 
ties of human life, which being real 
evils, muft be in punifliment of fome 
fault; that the moft perfect are liable to 
death, which makes no diftinction be- 
tween them and the reft of the wo'rld . Be- 
tides, humility, and a commiferation for 
the defects of others, is one of the rays 
of the divine light that is to guide them. 
From fuch documents and inftructions 
of the wifer fort, though they do not 
care to have any, correfpondence with 
. other people, feeing them fo poflefTed with 
thofe brutal fouls, yet they are a moft 
courteous and companionate people in 
all their behaviour. 

OF THEIR LAWS AND CUSTOMS. ' 

Over and above what has been faid 
already of the nature and cuftoms of thefe 
people, I mall hereobferve that their laws 
are very few in number; but then they 
are prodigious exact in the obfervance of 
them. I have often heard the Pophar, 
contrary to his cuftoms make veiy fevere 
reflections on the lawyers of other coun- 
tries, who make laws upon laws, and add 
precepts upon precepts, till the endlefs 



number of them makes the fundamental 
part to be forgotten; leaving nothing but 
a confuted heap of explanations; which 
may caufe ignorant people to doubt, . 
whether there is really any thing meant • 
by the laws, or not. * If I forbid ray 

* fon/ fays he, ' to do any wrong to any 

* one, what need is there of reckoning up . 

* all the particulars by which a perfon 

* may be wronged ? Snew but the fact 
', on both fides, any man of fenfe anc^ 

* equity can tell, if there be any wrong 

* done. For if you multiply an infinity 
' of circumftances, it will be much more 
' difficult to decide what is right, or 

* what is wrong, than if you precifely 
€ and absolutely forbid all injury what- 

* foever.* It is almoft incredible, with 
what nicety and equity, and how fbon, 
their judges determine the few difputes 
they have among them. To weigh the 
merits of the caufe by the weight of the 
purfe, would be counted by them one of 
the greater^ enormities. There are no 
courts for difputes of this nature; all it 
done by laying the cafe before their p.ub- 
lick aflemblies, or before any one or two ' 
prudent and juft men; and the affair is 
finally decided at once. All the law for 
Meum and Tuum among them is— ^ 
' T n( >u flialt do n ^ wrong to any one,' 
without entering into any further niceties* 
' Such explanatory fuppofitions,* fay 
they, * oftener fhew people how they may 

* ingenioufly contrive to do an injury, 
c than how to avoid it.* 

Their laws therefore are nothing but 
the firft principles of natural juftice, ex- 
plained and applied by the elders, in the 
publick hearing of all who have a mind . 
to come in when the facts are brought 
into difpute. 

The worfhip of the Deity, and that ex- 
cefirve and even fuperftitiuus reverence 
they pay to their parents, both alive and 
dead, is fo carefully inculcated to them 
from their infancy, that there is no need 
of any written law to enforce it. They 
look on a man to be poflfefted with fome 
brutal foul, who fhould pretend to call 
in queftion or neglect this duty. 

There is a polttive law among them, 
not to ftied human blood voluntarily f» 
They carry this fundamental law of na- 
ture 

' • The Chtaefe, whom 1 have proved to be defcended from the firft Egyptians, are fubject 
to the like pride and contempt of other people , faying that all other nations have but one 
eye, whereas nature has given them twot fignifying thereby, how much wlfer thty think 
themfelves tyan otBer men. 

f Thefe people descending from Mifraim, who might know the patriarch Noah, and 
might have Icarat by tradition the poaUhment of Cain for the murder of hit brother Abel 

la cirr'u 
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tpre to fuch a height, that they never nut abb to bt carried with them when they 

any one to death, even for murder, which go into Egypt, and there given to ibme 

Very rarely happens; that is,6nce in fe- Stranger, with ample previfion for it's 

vcral ages, if it appears that a perfon maintenance, but Beyer to, be heard of 

has really murdered another, a thing they moref. 

think almoft impoflible, the perfon con- There i$ alfo one particular I flurald 

viewed is fhut up from all commerce of have mentioned, relating to injustice. If, 

men, with provisions to keep him alive as for example, the elders find there has been 

long as nature allows. After his death,, any conbderable injuliice done, the" cri- 

tjie fa& is proclaimed, as it was whea mmal is obliged to reftore nine times the 

they fhut him up, over ail the Nomes.; value* If any one be convi&ed to have 

Bis name is blotted out of their gerfea- impofed upon the judges, he is to be unit 

logies; then his dead body is mangled out to the Jkirts of the country, to lift by 

jyii in the fame manner as he killed the himielf for a time proportionable to hie 

innocent, and afterwards burnt to aihes, guilt, with a mark oh his forehead, for 

which are carried up to the higheft' part all pexfons to avoid him, left he would 

ofthedefarts, and then toned up into the in (hi his principles into others* AH 

air, to be carried away by the winds blow- other matters are regulatedrathe* hy cuf. 

ing from their own country; nor is he torn than by laws, which will be {©en 

ever more to be reckoned as one of their when I come to the form of their govern-, 

race,; and there is a general mourning ob- rnent, and other particular inltitutions* 
ferved throughout the kingdom for nine 

days. OF THEI& FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 

There is alfo an eipreis law againft v 
adultery and whoredom, which are ljke- . Their form of government, as I had 
wife puniihed after death. If per&ns are the honour to acquaint your Reverences 
caught in adultery, they are (hut up apart before, is patriarchal, which, they pre- 
till death ; then they are expofed naked ferve inviolably, being the moil tena* 
as they were furprized, and the body of cious people in thewqrld of their primi- 
the woman treated after the moft ignomi- live inftitutions. But the order of the 
nious manner- for three days . After which fucceflion is extremely particular, in or- 
they are burnt, and. their afhes difperfed der to keep up trie quality , of brother- 
as before*. r Whoredom is only puniihed, ' hood and dignity as exact as they can. 
in the man, by chaining him to a be-goat? * Your Reverences, I prefume, remember 
and the woman to 3. fait bitcb, and lead- that they all fprung from one family, 
ing them thus round the Nome. All in - (and lived as fuch when they were driven 
the refpe&ive Nome, men and women, out of Egypt) the head of which was 
are to be prefent at the more fignai pii- prieftof the Sun. This government they 
ruuiments, and parents are obliged to ex- had obferved ever unce Mifraim took 
>lain to their children the wickednefs and poffeffion of that land for his habitation, 
)rror of the crime, for a warning for but when they were fecured from. all the 
ie future, I forgot to telLyour Reve- world in the firft vale, as was mentioned 
rences, that, if the woman brings forth before,'' they eft ablimed. that form of go- 
by adultery, the child is preserved, till vernmentaftera particular manner. The 

carried that opinion to an excefs. Be thefe people who they will, or not be at all, I cannot 
hut obferve how inexcufabk the wickednefs of men was from the beginning, without blaming 
God, as fame libertines do, for leaving them in ignorance. 

The wicked Ham, or Cham, was in the ark with Noah, and lived many years before the 
deluge, (the truth of which is attefled by ancient hi {lory, as weH as by facred Scripture) and 
faw the dreadful punimment inflicted on the. world for finj could not he have learnt god- 
lipefs, and the reward for it, of his father Noah? Could not Ham have taught his own 
children, they theirs ; and fo on? But they corrupted their own ways, and thereby mewed 
the neceflky of a revelation. 

* See the learned Ri&op of Meaux's Univerfal Hiftory, concerning the Egyptians,. Par. . 
iii. and of their punifliments after death. 

f With our author's leave^ this 3s not fuch a juft and companionate parti to twen inno- 
cent children out among people whofe cuftpms they had fuch a horror, of, only for their 
parents faults. For though tee maxim be good,. Beware a Breeds yet the care they took of 
their youth, and the moral iottTu^ioa they gave them, might make them abhor the crimes 
of their pwenu* . } v • 
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firft Pophar fettling in that vale with his 
five Cons, and as many daughterly with 
their hufbands, governed them during 
life, as father or patriarch of them ail. 
Their prodigious veneration for their pa- 
rents, and reparation from all other 
people, render this form infinitely more 
practicable than calf weU be imagined. As 
they were children- of one man, the in- 
tereft of the whole was the intereft of 
every particular. All the nation of the 
firft tranfmigration were children, grand- 
children, or great grand-children of the 
good old man who conducted them thi- 
ther. Having no wars, or voyages at 
fea, nor commerce with the di (tempers 
, as well as vices of other nations, who ge- 
nerally differ in their way of living as 
weH as their climate; having nothing of 
this, I fay, to deftroy their people, they not 
only inci-eafed prodigiou fly, without plu- 
rality of wives, hut by that and their al- 
nioft primitive way of living, they pre- 
feryed their lives to a great old age, moft 
of them living above a hundred years, 
and fbme above a hundred and fifty. 
The firlt Pophar (fay their memoirs) 
lived till an hundred and fifty-five, and 
his eldeft fon his fucceflbr, more rob u ft 
fKU, to a hundred and fixty. Prefently 
after his eftablifhment in the firft vale, he 
divided his fmall dominions into five 
Nomes, or governments, under his five 
fons, as was obferved before. All were 
to be fubordinate to the eldeft; but it was 
only a patriarchal fubordination, relating 
to the whole. The other governors, and 
indeed all fathers of families, were entire 
mihifters of the laws in their refpeftiye 
families; but thefe laft were liable to the 
infpe&ion of the mora immediate fupe- 
riors, and all to that of the Grand Po- 
phar, aflifted with fuch a number of coun- 
fellors as were eftablifhed afterwards. To 
give your Reverences a more diitinct idea 
of this wonderful government, it will 
come much to the fame, whether we de- 
fend from the chief Pophar to every re- 
fpeclive family, or from thefe upwards.- 
The particularities of the fucceffion I 
fhall confider afterward*. However, it 
will be eafier feen, if we take them when 
their numbers were not fo great, at the 
firft beginning of their eftablifhment. 

The Pophar, then, having diftinguifh- 
ed the bounds of every Nome, I mean in 
their firft transmigration, each fon took 
pofleflion of it for himfelf and potter ity. 
While each Ton's children were unmar- 
ried, they continued under the govern- 



ment of their father, who made ufe of as 
much land as was fufficient for the con-- 
veniencies and trieafures, as well as the 
neceuaries of life. But as fbon a? any ion 
was married, or at leaft when he could 
be called a father of a family, the father, 
with confent of the Pophar, allotted hint 
likewife a fufficient quantity for the fane 
end i fo they fpresd and enlarged them- 
felves as it were from the centre to a 
farther extent, much in the fame manner 
as they build -their towns, till they had 
occupied the whole Nome. Here you 
will fay, thefe people muft in procefs of 
time increafe ad infinitum, without lands 
fufficient to maintain them. This was 
really the cafe in the firft plantation, 
which was fo entirely occupied by them, 
that if the famous Pophar, who brought 
them into the vaft continent they now 
enjoy, had not made that glorious difco- 
very with the danger of his lite, they muft 
have returned into Egypt, or eat up one 
another; but where they are .at nrefent, 
they have room enough, notwithftanding 
their numbers, for leveral ages. How- 
ever, I often reprelented to the Pophar, 
that it muft come to that at laft: the 
thought made him uneary at firft, and at 
length put him on a further difcovery, a* 
your Reverences will fee in the fcquel. 
but fuch vaft numbers of them betaking 
themfelves to arts and manufactures, and 
the country being fo prodigiou fly fertile, 
there does not appear any great difficulty 
in that refpetf. Of all arts, they look 
upon agriculture as the firft in dignity 
next to the liberal fciences, fince that 
nourifhes all the reft; but it comes foeafily, 
and the fruits and legumes are fo rich 
and delicious, that they have little more 
trouble than to gather them: befides, 
having two fummers and two (p rings, 
each different feafon produces it's pecu- 
liar fruits. But to return to the idea of 
their government, each father of a family 
governs all his defcendants, married or 
unmarried, as long as he lives. If his 
fons are fathers, they have a fubordinate 
power under him ; if he dies before he 
comes to fuch an age, the eldeft fon, or the 
eldeft uncle, takes care of them, till they 
are fufficient to fet up a family of them- 
felves.. The father, on extraordinary oc- 
cafions, is liable to be infpe&ed by five 
of the moft prudent heads of that dittrict ; 
thefe by five of the five adjacent diftricts 
chofen by common confent ; thefe laft, 
by the heads of the five Nomes, and all 
the Nomes by the Grand Poplar alfi^ 
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with three hundred and fixty- five elders 
or Senators, chofen out of every Nome. 
What is- moil particular in this govern- 
ment is, mat they are all abiblute in fome 
manner, and independent, as looking oh 
tbem&lves as all equal in birth; yet in an 
entire dependency of natural ibbordina,- 
tion or elderihip, which runs through the 
whole oeconomy, as your Reverences 
will fee when I come to the fucceiEon. 
Tbey are in the fame manner lords and 
proprietors of their own pofleffions, yet 
the Pophar and governors can allot and 
difpofe of all for the pubiick emolument, 
becaufe they look on him to be as 
much the father of all, as the immediate 
natural father is of his proper children, 
and even in ibme fenfe their natural ra- 
ther by right of elderihip, becaufe they 
forung originally from one man, whom 
the Grand Pophar reprefents. To this, 
that natural, or politick, or even fuper- 
ftitiousreipect they fhew to their parents, 
contributes fo much, that they never dis- 
pute, but, on the contrary, revere the re- 
gulations made by their uiperiors ; being 
latisfied that they are not only juft and 
good, but that it is their own aft, fince 
it is done by virtue of a fubordination to 
which they all belong. 

The fucceifion -of elderihip has fome- 
thing very particular, and even intricate 
in it. To exprefs at the lame time the (u- 
periority of the elder fon,. and the equa- 
lity of 'independence, I mall endeavour 
to explain to your Reverences, as well as 
I can, the right thereof. The eldeft ion 
of the nrft Pophar is always Grand Po- 
phar, when he is of age to govern, which, 
as I faid, is at fifty at foonelt; but if the 
direct line fails, not the uncle- s ion, nor 
any one in that Nome, but the right heir 
of the next Nome; and fo of all the five 
Nomes. If they ihould fail in all the 
Names, the right heir of the fecond fon 
of the nrft Nome, and fo of all the reft. 
This, they fay, has happened feveral 
times fince their nrft eftablimment, which 
is not much to be wondered at, if they 
are fo ancient as they pretend. Thus, 
though the Grand Popharihip be confined 
to the eldeft in fome fenfe, in effect it be- 
longs to them all; but if the next heir be 
a minor, as he is always judged to be till 
he is fit'tf years of age, the eldeft of that 
age, of the fecond fon of the next Nome, 
till the heir be out of his mino- 
^n nn! infomuch that, in order 
ty among them as 
f who has the next 
yhut, is never to 
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be regent. All other pubiick officers, 
teachers of arts and fciences, ovedeers 
of all the pubiick employments, &e. are 
conftituted by the Grand Pophar and San- 
hedrim, with auociate* of every Nome. 



MOEE PARTICULARS OF THEIR. 
PUBLIC* OECONOMY. 

Though, as I faid, the Pophar is in 
fome fenfe die proprietor of the whole 
country, as head of the government and 
chief patriarch; yet the paradox of this, 
government coniifts in this, that they are 
joint lords, acknowledging no inequali- 
ty, but merely elderihip, and the refpect 
due to dignitaries, which they efteem as 
their own, or redounding to themfelves, 
becaufe they all give their content to their 
election for the pubiick good . In a word, . 
the whole country is only one great fa- 
mily governed by the laws of nature, with 
proper onicers, conftituted by the whole, 
for order and common prefervation. 
Every individual looks on himfelf as 
a part of that great family. The Grand 
Pophar is the common father, efteeming 
all the reft as children and brothers, call- 
ing them univerfally by that name, as 
they all call one another brothers, bar- 
tering and exchanging their commodi- 
ties as one brother would do with ano- 
ther; and not only fo, but they all join 
in building their towns, pubiick places, 
fchools, &c. laying up all the ftores and 
provifions, over and above the prefent 
confumption, in pubiick places, for the 
ufe of the whole, with overfeers and ih- 
fpe&ors, conftituted by common con- 
fent, who are to take care chiefly, that 
no diibrder be committed. Thus every 
one contributes to all pubiick expences, 
feafts, and the like, which on fome oc- 
caiions are extremely magnificent j af- 
fecting external grandeur in all refpects. 
Thus alfo every man, wherever he goes, 
enters into what houfe he pleafes, as if it 
were his own home; this they are doing 
perpetually throughout the whole coun- 
try, rather vifiting than merchandizing;' 
exchanging the rarities of each refpe&ive 
place with thofe of other parts, juft like 
friends making prefents to one another; 
fo that all the roads are like ftreets of 
great towns, with people going back- . 
ward and forward perpetually. They 
do this the more frequently to keep up a 
correfpondence between the Nomes, left 
diftance of place ihould caufe any fori 4 
getfulnefs of their being of one family, 

Tho 
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The plenty of the .country affords them 
every thing that nature can call delight- 
ful, and that vyith fuch eafe, that infinite 
numbers are employed in trades and aits, 
according to their genius or inclinations} 
which, by their continual peace and 
plenty, their long cftablifhment in one 
country, and under one form of govern- 
ment, the natural ingenuity of the peo- 
ple* the fo early knowledge 'of arts, 
which they brought with them out of 
Egypt ? by the improvements their wife 
men make in them from lime to time ; 
and from what they learn when they pay 
their vifits to their deceafed anceftors, 
they have brought to prodigious perfec- 
tion. One may fay of them, that they 
are all mailers, and all fervants; every 
one has employment; generally fpeak- 
ing, the younger fort wait on the elders, 
changing their offices as is thought pro- 
per by their fuperiors, as in a well-regu- 
lated community. All their children 
univerfally are taught at the publick ex- 
pence, as children of the government, 
without any diftinclion but that of per- 
final merit . As the perfons depu ted for 
that end judge of their genius, or any 
particular inclination, they are difpofed 
afterwards to thofe arts and callings for 
which they feem molt proper; the moft 
fublime fciences are the moft in refpeft 
with them, and are chiefly the employ- 
ment of their great men and governors, 
contrary to the cuftom of other countries; 
the reafon of which is, becaufe thefe 
being never chofen till they are fifty years 
of age, they have had more time to im- 
prove themfelves, and generally are 
perfons of more extenfiVe capacities. 
They rightly fuppofe, that perfons who 
excel others in the moft rational fciences, 
are not only. fitted to govern a rational 
people, butalfo moft capable of making 
themfelves mailers of what they under- 
take ; not but fuch men, knowing the 
governors are chofen out of that rank, 
have an eye in their iludies to the rules 
and arts of governing, which are com- 
municated at a diftance by them, accord- 
ing to the talents they remark in the 
fubje&s. They do not do this out of 
any fpirit of ambition, employments be- 
ing rather an honorary trouble than an 
advantage, but for the real sjood of the 
whole. Agriculture, as I faid, has the 
l^ext place in honour after th* liberal 
arts; and next to that, thofe arts are 
moft eftcemed which arc mud neceffary ; 



the laftof all are thofe which are of ka& 
ufe, though perhaps the moft. delightful. 

Since every one is .employed tor the 
common good more than for themfelves, 
perhaps perfons may apprehend that this 
gives a check to induury, not having 
that fpur of private intereft, hoarding 
up riches, or aggrandizing their families* 
as is to be found in other nations. I 
was apprehenfive of this myfelf, when * 
I came to underftand their government} 
but lb far from it, that pcflibly there is 
not fuch an induftrious race of people in 
the uniyerfe. They place their great am- 
bition in the grandeur .qf the country, 
looking on thofe as narrow and merce- 
nary fpirits, who can prefer a part to 
the wholes they pride themfelves over 
other nations on that account, each man, 
having a proportionable mare in the pub- 
lick grandeur, the love of glory and 
praife feems to be their greateft patixon. 
Be fides, their wife governors have fuch 
ways of ftirring up their emulation by 
publick honours, harangues, and pane- 
gy ricks in their aifemblies, with a thou- 
sand other ways of fhew and pageantry, 
and this for the moft minute arts, that 
were it not for that fraternal love ingraft- 
ed in them from their infancy, they 
would be in danger of railing their emu- 
lation to too great a height. Thofe who 
give indications of greater wifdom and 
prudence in their conduct than others, 
are marked out for governors, and gra- 
dually raifed according to their merit. 
Whoever invents a new art has a ftatoe . 
erecled, according to the ufefulnefs of 
it, with his name and family infertedin 
publick records. Whoever diftinguifties . 
himfeif by any particular excellency, i 
has iui table marks of diftinclion paid 
him on publick occafions, as garlands, 
crowns, acclamations, fongs, or hymns 
in his praife, Sec. It is incredible how 
fuch rewards as thefe encourage induftry 
and arts in minds fo affbcled with glory 
as thefe people arc ; on the other hand, 
their greateft punilhments, except for ca- 
pital ciimes, which are punifhed as above, 
are by publick di (graces. 

But now I am fpeakingof their youth: 
as they look upon them as feeds of the 
commonwealth, which, .if corrupted in 
the bud, will never bring forth friiit, fo 
their particular care is laid out in their 
education, in which I believe they ex- 
cel all nations. One cannot fay there 
is one in the whole nation who may be 

called 
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called an idle peribn, though they in- 
dulge their youth very much in proper 
recreations, endeavouring to keep them 
as gay as they can, becaufe they are na- 
turally inclined to gravity. Betides 
daily recreation*, they have fet times 
and feaibns for publick ejterciies, as rid- 
ing, vaulting, running, but particularly 
hunting wild beafts, and riflung for cro- 
codiles and alligators,in their great lakes, 
which I (hall defcribe to your Reverences 
on another occaiion 5 yet they are never 
differed to go alone, that is, a company 
of young men together without grave 
men and perfons in authority along 
with them, who are a guard to them in 
all their actions ; nay, they are never 
ftrifered to deep together, each lying 
in a (ingle bed, though in a publick 
room, with fome grave pcrfon in the 
tame room with them. Their women 
are kept much in the fame manner, 
to prevent ineonveniencies which I mall 
touch upon when I come to the educa- 
tion of their women : and this fo uni- 
verfally, that as there are 1 no idle com- 
panions to lead them- into extravagan- 
cies, fo there are no idle and loofe wo-» 
men to be found to corrupt their minds. 
Their whole time, both for men and 
women, is taken up in employments or 
publick recreations, which, witn the early 
care to inftrucl them in the fundamental 
principles of the morality of thecountry, 
prevent* all thofe di (orders of youth we 
fee eHewhere, Hence too comes that 
ftrengthof body and mind hi their men, 
and modeft blooming beauty in their 
women ; fo that among this people na- 
ture feems to have kept up to it's primi- 
tive and original perfe&ion. Befides, 
that univerfal likenefs in them, proceed- 
ing from their conjugal fidelity and ex - 
clufion of all foreign mixture in their 
breed, (where all the lineaments of their 
anceftbrs, dheft and collateral, meet at 
hit in their offspring) gives the parent* 
the comfort of feeing their own bloom 
and youth renewed in their children; 
though, in my opinion, this, univerfal 
likenefs is rather a defeat; not but, the 
trcafures of nature are to inexhauftible, 
that there are fome di&nguiihing beau* 
ties in every face. Their young men 
and women meet frequently, but then 
"• is in their publick aflemblies, with 
ve people mixt along with them. At 
ixifcs the women are placed 
""•fli in order to 
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mfpire the young men with emulation ifi 
their performances. They are permit- 
ted to be decently familiar on thofe pub- 
lick occafions, and can chufe their lov- 
ers refpeclively, according to their lik- 
ing, there being no fuch thing as dow- 
ries or intereft, but mere perfonal me- 
rit in the cafe ; but more of this after- 
wards, when I (hall (peak more parti- 
cularly of the education of their women 
and marriages. This is a fhori (ketch 
of the government and ceconomy of a 
people, who are as much diftinguimed 
from the cuftoms of others, as they are 
feparated by their habitation and coun- 
try. 

[jnquifitor. You feem, Sir, to have a 
very high idea of this patriarchal go- 
vernment, and look upon it according 
to the law of nature; I hope you don't 
-deny but perfons may be obliged by 
the law of nature to obey their forms 
of government, as well as a patriarchal 
one ? 
Gaudentio. No, Reverend Fathers, by 
no means, I don't enter into compa- 
rifons, but relate matter of fa&. It 
is not to be doubted, but different 
forms of government may be proper 
for different nations; and where once 
a form of government is lawfully efta- 
triiihed, perfons are obliged to obey, 
to avoid anarchy and confufion; as for 
example, whoever fhould endeavour 
to fubvert a monarchical government 
once lawfully eftablifhed, rauft break 
in upon the laws of right and juftice, 
which are obligations of the law of 
nature. 
Inqu'ijitor. Read on. 
Second Inquifitor. Under favour, I 
. rauft afk him a queftion or two firft. 
I think, Signor Gaudentio, you make 
the grand Pophar to be both prince 
and prieftj that is, to be vefted both 
with temporal and fpinUial power : is 
ityour opinion that the f pi ritual power 
is fubject to the temporal ? 
Gaudentio.' I fpeak of Heathens, Re- 
verend Fathers, and a Heathenifti wor- 
fliip, where the grand Pophar was both 
prince of the people, and chief prieft 
of the Sun by his place. I acknow- 
ledge no head of the church but hi? 
HoTinefs, as molt agreeable to the pri- 
mitive inftirution of our religion. 
Here be went on in bis exalted notions 
of the ftwerei^n Pontiff, partly being 
• a Roman Gatbolick, but cbiefy, in alt 
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ekpjxatance, 'hecau/e he wax before 
the Inqujfition; /or which reafon the 
fublijbtr thought fit to leave it out. 

Gaudintio* Is it your Reverences plea* 
fure that I go on "With my biftory ? 

Inquifitor* Ay, ay, read on * ] 



THE EDUCATION OF THEIR WOMEftj 
AND MARRIAGES. 

As for their women, the Pophar tdld 
foe it was what gave them the moft 
trouble of any thing in their whole go- 
vernment * that by their records, their 
anceftor* had held frequent confutations 
after what manner they were to be ma- , 
haged, there being great difficulties to 
be feared either from allowing them li- 
berty, or keeping them Under reftraint. 
% It you allow them, liberty, you mtift 
depend on their honour, or rather ca* 
pricey for your own 5 if you keep them 
under confinement, the^ will be fure 
to revenge themfelves the flrft oppor- 
tunity* which they will find in fpite of 
all you can do. The rules,* faid he, 
by which men are governed, won't 
hold with women ; folid reafon, if you 
can make them fciifible of it, will forae 
time or other have an influence on moft 
men ; whereas humour is what predo- 
minates in women. Hit that, ^yo'u 
hav€ therri) mifs it, you do nothing i 
and yet they are fo far from being an 
indifferent thi ng in the commonwealth, 
that much more depends on the right 
management of them than people ima- 
gine; Licentioufnefs of youth draws 
innumerable misfortunes on airy go- 
vernment j and what greater incentives 
for llcentioufnefs than lewd women, 
whether common proftitutes, wanton 
ladies* or adultereflefc ? For all loofe 
women belong to one of theft clafies. 
Our women,' continued He, * are ex- 
tremely beautiful, as ybu fee 5 our men 
ftrongand vigorous; conjugal fidelity, 
therefore, and chaftity, muft be the 
ftrongeft bonds to keep them in their 
duty* As for our young men, we 
keep them in perpetual employment, 
and animate them to glory by every 
thing that can move generous minds $ 
with our women, we endeavour the 
fame byways adapted to their genius. 
But our greateft care of all, is to make 
marriage efteemed by both parties the 
happielt ftate that can be wiftied for in 
this life. This we believe to depend 



on making the woman, rather than the 
man, happy and fixed in her choice; 
becaufe, if the perfon be impofed upon 
* her, contrary to her own inward in- 
clination, diflike, or revenge, or per- 
haps a more* mameful "pafiion, will 
make her feekfof relief ellewhere 5 and 
Where* women are not virtuous, men 
will be lewd. We therefore permit 
the woman to chufe entirely for her- 
felf, and the men to make their ad- 
drefies where they pleafe : but the wo- 
man is to diftinguifh her choice by 
fome iignal occafion or other, and 
that too not without great difficulties 
on both fides, which being furmounted, 
they efteem themfelves arrived at the 
happy part of all their wlfiies^ The 
moft ardent and tried love detenxuhes. 
the choice: this endears the man to 
her on the one hand, and the difficulty 
of finding any woman who has not 
the fame 1 inducements to love her huf- 
band, leaves him no encouragement 
for his lawlefs defires among married 
women j and the firigle women are ei- 
ther fo" early engaged with their lovers* 
or fo poueued with the notion that a 
married man cannot belong to her* 
that his fuit would be entirely' vain. 
In a word, we do not allow the lead: 
temporal* intereft to interfere in the 
choice, but rather wlfli our young peo- 
ple mould be mutually attracted by 
efteem and affeclion. The whole bu- 
finefsof courtftlip is to prove their con- 
ftanc"y, and to make them fo : when 
we are well allured of this, all obfta- 
cles are* removed. We found this me- 
thod to have the leaft inconveniencies 
of any, and the beft means to preferve 
conjugal fidelity, on which the good 
of families (b much depends. 
* When our nation," continued he, 
began to grow very populous, and the 
country full of riches and plenty 5 the 
prornifcuous conversation of our young 
men and women, with fome neglect 
on the part of the governors, was the 
occafion that the bounds of our inno- 
cent anceftors were not fuftxejent to 
keep them in their duty ; ftrahge dis- 
orders were crept among Our youth, of 
both fexes ; our men grew enervated 
and effeminate, otir women wanton 
and en flamed; unnaturaWbufes waft- 
ed their conftitution ; fo that we loft 
tboufands of our ybunff men and wo* 
men, without knowing what was the 
caufc i even in the married ftate, the* 
K * worn* 
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f woolen Began not to be contented with matches) the former, having no Jnte* 

' one man; on which account our an- relied views in that refped, encourage 

* ceftors had alraoft refolved to keep all a generous and honourable love, and 
.* our women from the fight of men till make it their care to fix them in the 
.' they were married, and then to deliver ftrifteft bonds they can, as Toon as they 
' them up to their hufbands, wboihouid judge, by their a geand confutation, oJ 

* have a defpotick right over them, as I their inclinations : this they do fometimes 
' am informed they have m other na- by applauding their choice, but mottly 

, / lions. They imagined this to- be a cer- by railing van difficulties, contrived ou 

•* tain means to aicertain the legitimacy purpofe both to try and enhance their 

.' of their children, and to prevent jea- conftancy. They have hiftories and fto- 

.* loufy, the firft cauie, however dif- ries of herenck examples of fidelity and 

•* fembled, of the -man's dill ike .to his conftancy in both {exes j but particular- 

* wife. Others objected againft thisfe- ly for the young women, by which they 

* vere difcipline, and ft id, it was mak- ' are taught rather to iuffer ten thoafand 
.' ing the moll beautiful part of the ere* deaths man violate their plighted faith. 

* ation mere (laves, or at kail mere pro- One may fay they are a nation of faith- 
:' perties; that it was to give a fatal full overs ; the longer they live together , 

* check to the glory of a free people, to the more their fViendJhip encreafes, and 
.* deprive the hufband of the voluntary infidelity in either lex is looked upon ad 
' love of his moiety, and take away the a capital crime. Add to this, that be- 

* moft endearing part of conjugal hap- ing all of the lame rank and quality, ex- 
4 pinefs. To this the levsrer fide an- cent the regard paid to elderihip and 
:* fwered, that the women were come to publick employments, nothing but per- 

* fuch a pais, that their abules of liberty ibnal merit, and a liking of each other, 
' (hewed they weir fcarce capable or determines the choice; there muft be fig- 

* making a proper ufe of it. However, nal proofs produced, that the woman 

* a medium betwixt both carried it for prefers the man before all others, as his 

* that time. The injuries of the marriage lervke muft be diftinguifbed in the fame 
Irate, and the -corruption of youth, manner. Where this is approved of by 
which was the occauon of it, were the governors or elders, if the woman 
judged to be of fuch confluence to the infills on her demands, it is an inviola- 
commonwealm, that, refolvcd to put hie law that that man muft be her huf- 
a ftoptto it at any rate, all the wife men band. Their hands are firft joined to* 
and governors confulted together, and gerher in publick, men they clafp each 
refolved unantmoufly to put the laws I pther in the cloieft embrace, ■ in which 
mentioned againltadulteVy and whore* pofturethe elder of the place, toUhcw 
dem in execution, caufing proclama* that this union is never to be duTolved, 
tions to bemade for that intentthrofcgh- takes a circle of the fined tempered fteel, 

* out the whole empire. All corruptoi* woven with flowers, and firft lays it over 

* ofyouthofbothfexeswexeihutupim- their necks, as they are thus clafpin* 

* mediately, with the regulations I rev j*ach other, then round their waifts, and 
' ' lated above, of having grave perfons laft of all round their breafts, or hearts, 

.* always in the company of young peo* so fignify that the ardency of their love 

* 4%» whether men or women. They jnuft terminate in an indiubluble friend- 
s' . irgpjn;ied off all that were of age for if, fhip; which* is followed by infinite acda- 

'•*• J*«l*"Yalt as they could; but quickly- motions and congratulations of the whole 

' found the. number of inhabitants did alfembly. I believe the world cannot 

/ nottnereaft as yjual, their native vr- furrow fuch examples of conjugal chaf. 

.* gour beitig exhaulUd or debilitated by tity as are picferved between them by 

* their unnatural abate s ihefe means. Widowers .and .widows 
[ Seme puragratbs fttm <wa*ti*g m this never marry (ingle peribns> and but rare- 

part »/ GaudeMths *urrati-vt>wbicb ly at ail, except tett young $ when they 

JoubtUJs vjtre <vgry cumus*] are to gain each, other as before. Br 

There is one peculiar method allowed fuch prudent precautions) infinite dif- 

•by them, in which .they drtrer from aM orders and misfortunes to the common* 

other nations ; for. whereas thefe laft en- wealth are prevented, proceeding not 

•deavour to preferve their young people only from atfj ropontonate and forced 

re, kit they mould throw them- mat riages, but from the licenrioufnels 

% 't diladvaniageoas o£ idie perfons, who either marry for 

money, 
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ffoney, or Jive on the fyoii of other peo- 
ple, till (hey dan get an advantageous 
match. This 5 is afltort fketch of their 
guvcrnmentand cuftoms,which I thought 
would not be unacceptable to your Re-' 
wences, though a great many other cuf- 
tcms of lefs moment will occur in the 
Jfequel of my life, to which I now re- 
turn. . - 

The Pophar regent made choice of 
nie for oneof his attending companions, 
with the other young men who came 
home with us: hehad a great many other 
attendants and officers, deputed by com- 
mon confeht to wait his orders as regent; 
thefe were changed every five years, as 
were thofe attending the governors of the 
cither Names, on account of improve- 
ment; for, being all of equal quality, 
they endeavour to give them as equal an 
education as is poflible, changing their 
employments,? and waiting on one ano- 
ther in their turns, by the appointment' 
«r their refpeclive governors, except thofe 
vrhpfe genius or choice determines them 
tb arts and feiences, according to their 
oeconoray defcribed before. I mutt only" 
add, that having fuch a high value for 
their race, no one thinks it a difgrace to 
perform the meaneft offices, being' all 
to be attended in like manner themfelves* 
when it comes to their turns, each looking- 
on the honours done to every branch of' 
their government as their own. Hence 
all their publick ranks and ceremonies 
are tfe raoft magnificent thatcan be ima- 
gines; there is fcarce any thing done, 
even in entertainments between the pri- 
vate tribes, but there are proper officers 
deputed for it, and all ex, pences paid out - 
of the common itock, with deputies and . 
' overfeers for every thing. Their hpufes 
are all open to on* another, with a long 
gaHery, which runs from the end of one 
range of building /to the other. The 
women s apartments join together; with 
the men of each family joining to their 
own women, that is, their wives, fitters, 
and daughters. The women have their 
fubaltern officers like the men. The firit 
apartment of every break of a Greet be- 
longs to the men,' then the women's be- 
longing to them ; then the women of 
the next family joining to them, and 
their men beyond them, and fo on, with 
large publick halls at proper dtftancee 
for publick aflemblies ; i'o that every 
thing they do is a fort of paradox to us, 
(or thy a& the frecftaod y*t- ftri&eft 



people in the world ; the whole nation, N 
as I obfcrved before, being more like 
one univerfal regular college, or. com- 
munity, than any thing elfe. The wo- 
men are perpetually employed as well at 
the men j it is their blifinels to work all the 
fine garments for themfelves and the' 
men, which I being much the fame, ex* 
cept devices and flowers for their friends' 
and lovers, are made with lefs difficulty} * 
the chief difference is in the wearing 
them. But the chief diftin&ion of fexes; 
is in the ornaments of their weeks and- 
hair. Crowns arid fillets are worn by 
ail, juft after the model of the little pic- 
ture your Reverences faw in the cabinet; 
all their tapeftry, embroidery, and the 
like, with infinite other curk>fities, are 
the works of their women, fo that the' 
chief qualification of their women or la- 
dies, for they are all fuch, is to excel at 
the loom, needle, or diftnff. Since I 
came there, by the Pojphar's defire, they 
have added that of painting, in which, 
I believe, the vivacity of their genius 
will make them excel all the reft of the 
world. Not teaching for hire, I thought 
it no difgrace in me. to iriftruft fuch 
amiable fcholars in an art no man ought" 
to be afhamed of. It is a thing unknown 
with thefe people for young ladies of 
any degree, or even young menj to have : 
nothing elfe fo mind or think of but vifits 
and drefs. When I gave them an ac- 
count of the lives of our quality and' 
gentry, they cried out — ' What barba* 
« rians! Can any thing become beauty 
9 more than knowledge and ingenuity ?* 
Tbey feemed to have fuch a contempt, 
and even a horror for a life jof that na- 
ture, that the young ladies afked me. 
with great concern,' if our ladies had-' 
any lovers ? as if it were impoffiblc to 
love a woman who had nothing to re- 
commend her but what nature gave her. 
In fine, by the defcriptioh I gave of the 
idle life ot our ladies, they judged them 
• to be no more than beautiful brutes .They; 
afked me alfo, if I did rtbt think myfelf 
Fortunate by my captivity, where I met 
with ladies, who thought the ornaments 
of the mind more defirable than thofe of 
the body; and told me, they imputed 
what they faw in me, to 'my good fort 
tune of being born of their race by 
the mother's fide; nay, could fcarctf 
believe but my father had a mixture of 
their blood fome way or other. . I allured 
them) I efteemed myfelf very happy to be 
tathrteidftof lb many-charms of bad £ 
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and mind j and added, that though of brothers and friends, no man having^* 

they had Jthe ineftimable happinefs of be- , the leaft fufpicion or fear of pne another* 

ing born all of one race, without any They were fo habituated to the obferv- . 

mixture of foreign vices, yet in effect, apce of their laws, by their natural dif- 

all the world were originally brothers portions and the never-ceafmg vigilancy 

and filters, as fpringing from one pair, of their governors, that theyXeemed to 

iince men and women <pd not rife out of have a greater horror for the breach of* 

the ground like mufhrooms. This I their laws, than the puru'fhrnents attend* 

{)id to give them a little hint of natural ing it 5 faying, that infinite diforders 

and revealed religion, which are infe- might be committed by the malicious 

parably linked together. But to return inventions of men," if there was nothing 

to myfelf : the Pophar being my neareft but fear to keep them in their duty., 

relation, took me into his own family, Such force has education and the light 
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as his conftant companion and attendant, of nature rightly cultivated ; for myfelf^ 
when he was not on the publick con- Lwas left to follow what liberal em- 
cerns : w here I likewife accompanied him ployment I had a mind to. Philofophy , 
fometimes, and received moft diitinguifh- muiick, and painting, had been the chief 
ing marks of his favour . He would of- part of my ftudy and diverfion, till ray 
ten confer with me, and inftruft me in unhappy captivity and the lofs of my 
their ways and cuftoms, and the polity brother; but as I was fallen among a 
of their government, enquiring frequent- nation of philofophers, that noble fcience* 
ly into the particularities of Our govern- the raiftrefs of all others, made up the 
merits, botV civil and religious. E[e more ferious part of my employment ; 
never endeavoured to perfuade me to con- though at fome times, ,by the Pophar re*. 
form to their religious ceremonies, and gent's earneft defire, I applied myfelf to- 
rn y own good fenfe told me it was pru* th e mother two, particularly paintipgv 
dence not to meddle with them. I ra- They had a great many okUfauSion'ed 
ther thought he fcemed inclined to have mulicalinitrurnents, and an infinite num. 
more favourable fentiments of our reli- ber of performers in their way, who at* 
gion, as fuch, than his own, though he tended their feafts and publick rejoicings; 
was prodigioufly blgotted to, their civil but their mufick, both vocal and inirru- 
cuftoms; faying, it was irnpofllble ever mental, was not near fo perfect as one 
to preferve a commonwealth, when they might have expected of fo polite a peo- 
did not live up to their laws j which pie, and did not come up to the elevated 
mould be as few and as fimple as pof-» genius of our Italians.: Their philofo- 
fible : for when once people come tp phy chiefly turned on the more ufeful 
break in upon fundamentals, alj fubfe- part of it 5 that is, the mathematiclfrand 
fluent laws wpuld not have half the direttipn of nature : in the. mora^>ar£ 
itrength as primary ones. Tq thefe he of it they have a fyftem, pr rather no? 
added many other reflections, that (hew- tion, of which I forgot to acquaint ypup 
ed him a man of consummate wifdpm, Reverences before; it is a too high and 
and worthy the high poft he bore. He qxalted notion of Providence, if that-ex- 
had had two foqs, both dead; and two prelfion may be. allowed, by which they 
daughters living; the one was about {.sn. imagine aU things to be fo governed in 
years old when I arrived there, (it is (he this world, that whatever injury a manj 
your Reverences faw in that picture) the. elp e $ to .another> i{ will be returned upon; 
other born the year before the Pophar fet him or his pofterity, even in this world, 
out for Grand Cairo. His lady, much in the fame manner, or even in a greater 
younger than himfelf, fbewed fuch frety degree, than what he did to others, 
remains of beauty, as demonft rated that [inquifitor '. you'll be pl&aiedto explain; 
nothing but what fprung frpm herlelf yow\pwn fentiments in this particu- 
could equal her; both the Pophar and lar, mice we.hope you don't deny that 
his con fort looked on me as their own fundamental law of nature and reii- 
(bn, nor could I expert: greater favour gioii, viz, That the divine Providence 
had I really been fb. t took all the care preftdes over all things; and as fo? 
imaginable not to render myfelf un- iublunary things, we prerume you be- 
worthy of it, and both revered and loved lieve that Providence does hotonly fhew. 
thembeyond what \ am able to exprefs; - itielf in the wonderful production and 
though indeed, as I obferved, the whole harmony conspicuous in all natural 
ra$; of them was nothing but a kingdom caufes,.and e$e$s,.beypn4all.the wi 
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mnd art of men; but alfo over the . 
moral part, that is, the free actions of 
men, by fuitable rewards and puni(h- 
ments in this world or the next, to 
make an equal and juft compenfation 
for all the good and evil of this life, 
as God is the juft and equal Father of all » 

• So pray explain yourfelf, that we may 
know your real fentiments on that 
head. 

Gaudenth. I hope, reverend Fathers, 
. I ftiali convince you, my fentiments 
are really orthodox in this point; no 
man has more reafon to magnify Pro- 
vidence than myfelf ; but heathenifti 
people may carry a juft belief to fu- 
perftitton. That there is a providence 
over the phyfical part of the world, 
no man who has any juft knowledge 
• in nature can be ignorant, fince he 
may be convinced by the leaft infect, 
every thing being adapted to it's pe- 
culiar ends, with fuch art and know- 
ledge in the Author of it, that all the 
ait and knowledge of men can't do 
the like; and by conference not be- 
ing able to make itfeif, it muft be 
produced by a caufe infinitely know- 

• mg and forefeeing. Then, as \o the 
moral part of the world, the fame rea- 
fon (hews, that fince the great Creator 

• defcends fo low as to take care of the 
leaft infect, it is incredible to think that 
the nobleft part of the world , mat is, 
the free actions of men, mould be 

• without his care. But as he has given 
ttamthe glorious endowments of free 
wnl, the fame Providence knows how 
to adapt the direction of them by ways 
and means fuitable to their beings ; 
that is, by letting them know his will, 
and propofing fuitable rewards and pu- 
nishments for their good and bad ac- 
tions; which rewards and punilhments, 
it is evident, are not always feen in 
this life, fince the wicked often pro- 
sper, and the good fuffer, butbycon'i 

iequence muff be referred for another 
ftaie. • 
But thefe people npt having a juft notion 
of the next life, though they believe a 
future ftate, cany matters fo far, that 
they think every injury done to ano- 
ther will be fome way or other reta- 
liated upon the aggreflor, or his pofte- 
rity, in this life : only they' fay, the 
punifhment always falls the heavier 
^he longer it is deferred. In this man- 
ner do they account for all the revo- 
lution* of the earth| that one. wicked 



\ action is punilhed by another \ tnatfhe 
defendants of the grcafeft monarchs 
have been loft in beggary for alraoft 
endlefs generations, and the periona 
that difpoflefted them treated after the 
fame manner by fome of the defen- 
dants of the former ; and fo on : which 
notion, in my opinion is not juft, fince 
a fincere repentance may wipe off the 
molt grievous . offences. B ut as per- 
fons, generally fpeaking, are more fen- 
iibly touched with the punifhments of 
this life, it is not to be doubted but 
there are often moft fignal marks of 
avenging providence in this life, m 
• order to deter the wicked* 
Inquifiter. Go on. 3 • 

Finding the Pophar had a prodigious 
fancy for painting, by fome indifferent 
pieces he had picked up, I applied my- 
felf" with extraordinary diligence to that 
art, particularly fince he would have* me 
teach his daughter, whofe unparalleled 
charms, though but in the bud, made 
me infenfibleto all others. By frequent 
drawing, I not only pleafed him and 
others, but a! moft myfelf; eveiy one 
there, men and women, were to follow 
fome art or fcience : the Pophar defired 
me to impart my art to fome of the young 
pebple of bt)th fexes 5 faying, there were, 
very great encouragements for the in- 
ventors of any new arts, which I might 
juftly claim a title to. I did fo; and 
before I left the place, I had the plea- 
fine to fee fome of them equal, or even 
excel their matter. 

Thefe were the chief employments of 
my leifure hours 5 though I was forced 
to leave them for confiderable intervals 
to attend the regent in the private vifita- 
tions of his charge, which he did fre- 
quently from time to time, fbmetmies t6 
one Nome, fometimes to another, having 
an eye over all, both officers and people. 
Thefe vifitations were rather preferva- 
tions againft, than remedies for, any dis- 
orders. He ufed to fay, that the com* 
monwealth was like a great machine 
with different movements, which if fre- 
quently yifited by the artift, the leaft: 
flaw being taken notice of in time, was 
not only feon remedied, but was a meana 
of preferving air the reft in a conftant 
and regular motion \ but if neglected, 
would toon diforder the motions of the 
other parts, and either coft a great deal 
to repair, or bring the whole machine 
to deftruction. Unlefs on publick fo- 
lemnities, which were always very mag- 

nificer 
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nifieent, the Pophar (not to bnrdcn hjs 
people) went about without any great 
train, accompanied by only an afllitiftg 
elder or two, the young Pophar, and 
myfelf : he bad frequent conventions 
with the fubalterns, and even with the 
nteaneft artifans, calling them his chil- 
dren; and 'they having recourf? to him 
as their common father. For the firft 
£ve years of his regency, the only diffi- 
culty we had of any moment to deter- 
mine was an affair of the mod delicate 
nature I ever heard : though it does not 
concern myfelf, X (hall relate it to your 
Reverences for the peculiar circumftances 
of it, being a cafe entirely new, as well 
as unprovided for by the laws, of theif 
constitution, ' 

The cafe was this t two twin brothers 
aad fallen in love with the fame woman, 
and (he with them. *,The men and the 
woman lived in different parts of the fame 
Nome, and met accidentally at one of 
their great folemnities $ it was at the feaft 
cf the Sun, which is kept twice a year, 
becaufe, as I informed your Reverences 1 , 
their kingdom lies between thte tiopicks, 
but more on- this fjde the, line than the 
other. This fituation is the occafion that 
they have two fp rings and two fummers. 
At the beginning of tach fpringi there 
are great feafts in every Nome, in ho- 
nour of the Sun ; they are held in the 
open fields, in teftimony of his being the 
immediate caufe (in their opinion) of the 
production- of all things.. All the faci i- 
ftce they offer to him are five little pyra- 
mids of incenfe, according to the. num- 
ber of their Nomes, placed on the altar 
in plates of gold till they take fire of 
theinfelves, Five young men, and as 
many women, arc deputed by the go- 
vernors to perform the office of placing 
the pyramids of incenfe on the altar: 
they are clad in their fpangled robes of 
the colour of the Nome, with crowns on 
their heads, marching up two by two, a 
man and a woman, between two rows of 
young men and women, placed theatre - 
wife one above another ; and make the 
mod beautiful (how that eye* can be- 
hold. It happened that one of the twin 
brothers was deputed, with the young 
lady I am (peaking of, to make tne fVrlt 
couple for tne placing the incenie on the 
altar. They marched up on different 
fides till they came to the altar: when, 
they have placed the incenfe, they fa hue 

cl^otHer, and crofs down, the men by 
*" " ♦*!* women, and the; womes} 



by the men, whicK they do with a won- 
derful grace becoming iuch an augult' 
aiTembly. The defign of this is to en- 
courage a decorum in the carriage of the 
young people, arid to give them a fight 
of each other in their greateft hrftre. 
"yVhcn the five couple have performed 
their ceremony, the other ranks com* 
two by two to the altar, falutmg each 
other, and eroding as before, by which 
means Che young people have an oppor- 
(unity of feeing every man and woman 
of the whole company, though the plac- 
ing of them is done by lot. If they have 
not any engagement before* they ge- 
nerally take thciirft liking to one ano- 
ther atfuch interviews, and the woman's 
love and choice, being what determines 
the marriage, without any view of in- 
tere(r, being, as I faid, all equal in qua- 
lity, the young gallants make it their 
b u liners to gain tine affection of the per- 
fon they like by their future fervices. 
To preverit inconveniences of rivalfblp 
at the beginning) if the man be the per- 
Qm the woman' likes,- he prefects her 
with a flower juft in the bud, which (he 
takes and puts in her breaft. If ihe is 
engaged before, (he (hews him one, to 
fignify her engagement; which if in the 
bud only, (hews the eourtfhip is gone*no 
further than the firft propofal and lik* 
ing ; if half blown, or the like, it is an 
emblem of further progrefsj if ftill 
blown, it fign&es that hex* choice is de- 
termined, from whence they can never 
recede; that is, (he can challenge. the 
man that prefents it, buthecannocxnal- 
lenge her till (he has worn it publickiy. 
If any dtflike mould happen after that, 
they are to be (hut up, never to haveany 
huroand. If (he his no engagement,? 
but does not approve of the perfon, /he 
makes him a low courtefy, with her 
eyes (hut till he is gone away* The 
women, it is true, for all this, have 
fome little coquettim arts-, diflemblfog 
their affefl ions 'how-and* then, but not 
often. If the man be engaged, he wears 
fome favour or ct^.er to (hew it; if he 
likes not the woman, he prefents herwith 
nothing; if the woman mould make 
fome extraordinary advances, without 
any of his fide, (he has liberty to live a 
maid, or to be difpofed of among the 
widows, being looked uponasfucb,wbo, 
by the bye, man v none but widowers. 
But to return to the twins. It happened 
that the brother who went with the lady 
to the,aUar, feeing (he had. no bud upon 

her 
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tier breaft, fell in iove with her, and fhe a -fort of natural vanity for his' own me* 
with him; the awe of the ceremony hin- pits, flattered himfelf that her paffion was 
dered them from taking any further no- rather greater than his, excufed himfelf' 
tice of one another at that time. As (he for being fo long without feeing her> and 
went down the ranks, the x>ther brother added, that if he were to be guided by 
faw her, and fell in loye with her like- the height of his flame, he v would fee her 
wile, and contrives to meet her with a every night. She refle&iaig how lately 
bud in his hand, juft as the ceremony fhe nad leen him, thought his diligence 
ended, which ihe accepts of, taking him was very extraordinary, but imputed it 
to be the perfon who had marched up with to the ardour of hi6 paifton; in fine, ihe 
her to the altar ; but being obliged to go gave him fuch aflfured figns of love, that 
off with the other young ladies, whether he thought in himfelf he might pais the 
the concern (he had been in, in perform- middle ceremony, and prefent her with 
ing theceremony before fuch an illuftri- the full-blown flower, to make fure of 
ous aiTembly, or the heat of the weather, her. She took it, but told him fhe would 
or the joy fhe conceived in finding her af- sot wear it for fbme time, till fhe. had 
feclion reciprocal, er all together, had paiTed fome forms, and had further proof 
fuch an effeft, that ihe fell into a faint- of his conftaney; but for his connrma- 
tng-fit among her companions; who tion of her affeclion, fhe put out he/ hand 
opening her bofom in hatte, not minding as far as the grate would permit, which 
the flower, it fell down, and was trod he kifled with all the ardours of an en- 
under foot. Juft as ihe was recovered, flamed lover, giving her a thoufand af- 
the brother who performed theceremony, furances of his fidelity, and fhe in return 
came up and preiented his bud, fhe gave him a ribband with two hearts in- 
thinking it had been that fhe had loft, toerwoven with her own hair, feparated 
received it with a look that fhewed he had only withfe little hedge of pomegranates 
made a greater progreis in her affections almoft ripe, to fhew that the time of ga» 
than what that flower exprefled; the thering the fruit was nigh at hand. Thus 
laws not permitting any further conver- were the three lovers in the greateft de- 
lation at that juncture, they retired to gree of happinefs imaginable $ the bro* 
their refpe&ive habitations. Some time thers wore her favours on all publick od - 
after, the brother who had the luck to cafious, congratulating each other fbrjth* 
prefent the firft flower, whom for dif- fuccefs in their amours; but as lovers af- 
tincliou I fliall call the younger brother, feci: a iecrecy in all they do, never telling 
as he really was, found a way to make one another who were the objects <of theic 
lier a vifit by Health, at a grated window, affection. The next great feaft drew on f 
which, as I obferved, was publickly pro- when the younger brother thought it was 
hibited by the wife governors, but pii- time to pielent the laft mark of his affec- 
yately connived at to enhance their love, tion, in order to demand her in marriage, 
He came to her, and after fome amorous which was ufually performed in thofe 
con verfa tion, makes bold to prelent her publick iblemni ties. He told her he hoped 
the more advanced mark of his affection* it was now time to reward his flame* by 
which fhe accepted of, and gave him in wearing the open flower, as a full fign of 
return a icarf, worked with hearts fepa- her confent, and gave her a full-blown 
rated by little brambles, to fhew there artificial carnation, with gold flames and 
were fome difficulties for him to over- little hearts on the leaves, interwoven 
come yet 5 however, they gave one ano- with wonderful art and- ingenuity. She 
ther mutual aflurances of love, and he thinking it had been a repetition of the 
was permitted to protefs himfelf her ardour of his affection, took it, and 
lover, without declaring her name, for put it in her bofom with all the marks 
fome private reafons ihe had. Not long of tendernefs, by which the fair fex in all 
after, the elder Wdther came, and pro- countries know how to reward all the 
cured an opportunity of meeting her at „pains of their lovers in a moment. Upon 
the fame window. The night was very this he relblved to afk her of her parents, 
dark, fo that he could not ice the fecond which was the only thing neceifery on 
flower which me had in her boibm, only his fide, the woman having aright to de- 
fhe received liim with greater figns of joy mand any mat's fon in the kingdom, if 
and freedom than he ejcpc&ed; but re- he had but preiented her with the laft 
tie&ing on the figns he had" remarked in mark of his affe&ion. The elder brother 
her countenance, and after her Ulnefs by having given in his fome time before, 

though' 
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thought the parents approbation was the. to the akar$*that fome time after, the 
cmly thing wanting on his fide, and re* feme perfon, as (he thought, had prelent- 
iblve* the fame day on the fame thing, cd her with the firft marks of his aifec-* 
They were ftrangely furprized to meet tion, which (he accepted of, and in find 
one another j. but feeing the different fa- had given her conient by wearing th? 
vours, they did not know what to make, full-blown flower j but which of the two 
of it. When the father came, they de- brothers it belonged to me could not tellj 
dared the caufe of their coming, in terms adding, that (he was willing to fubmit to 
which fully cxpreffed the agony of their the decifion of the elders, or to undergo 
minds: the father was in as great con* what punifhment they thought fit for hex 1 
cexn as they were, aflurmg them that he beedlefs indifcretion ; but protefted that * 
Lad but one daughter, who he was con- (he never defigned to entertain two per- 
£dent would never -give fuch encourage- ions at the fame time, but took them to 
meat to two lovers at the fame time, con- be the fame perfon. The care of their 
trary to their laws; but feeing their ex- marriages being one of the fundamentals 
( treme likenefs, he guefled there muft be of their government, and there being no 
forae miftake. Upon this the daughter provifion in the law for this extraordi- 
waafent for,' who being informed it was nary cafe, the matter was referred to the. 
to declare her confent in the choice of her Pophar regent, who was to be there in a 
lover, came down with four flowers in few days: .guards in the mean time were 
fcerbofurn, not thinking but the two fu 11- fet over the brothers, for fear of mifchief* 
Mown had belonged to the fame perfon, till a full hearing. The affair was dif- 
finee (he had received two before fhe had cuffed before the Pophar legent, and the 
worn the firft. The defcription the poets reft of the elders of the place. The three 
give of the goddefs Venus • rifingr out of lovers appeared before them, each in fuch 
the fea, could not be more beaftif ul than agony as cannot be expreffed. The bi o- 
the bloom that appeared in her cheeks thers were fo alike, it was* hard to dif- 
when fhe came into the room. I hap- tinguifh one from the other : the regent 
pened to be there prefent, being fent be- afked them, which of the two went up to 
fore by the Pophar, to let the father know the altar with the young lady; the eider 
©f the regent' s intended viftt; that being faid it was he, which the younger did not 
a coniiderable officer, he might order his deny j the lady being interrogated, own- 
concerns accordingly. As foon as the ed fhe defigned to entertain the perfon 
young lady heard the caufe of their com- that went up with her to the altar, but 
ing,and faw them indiftinguifhably like went no further than. the firft likings 
each other, with the publick figns of her Then they afked which of the two bro- 
favours wrought with her own hand) thers gave the firft flower j the younger 
which they brought along with them, fhe faid, he prefumed he did, fince he fell in 
fcreained out — * I am betrayed V and lova wither as fhe wentdown the rank** 
immediately fell in a fwoon, flat on the and contrived to give her the flower as 
floor, almaft between her two lovers, foon as the ceremony was over, not 
The father, in a condition very little bet- knowing of his brother's affection, new 
ter, fell down by his daughter, and bath- ther did (he bear any mark of engage - 
Ing her with his tears, called to her to ment, but accepted of his fervice; the 
open her eyes, or he muft die along with lady likewiie owning the receipt of fuch 
her. The yoyrtgmen flood like ftatues, a flower, but that fhe loft it, fainting 
with rage and delpair in their looks at the away in the crowd) but when, as fhe 
lame time. I being the only indifferent thought j he reftored it to her, fhe did not 
periiqnintheroom, though extremefyfur- like him quite fo well, as when fhe re- 
prized at the event, called her mother and ceived it the firft time, fupp6flng them to 
women, to come to her affiftance; who < be die fame perfon* Being aiked who 
carried her into another room, undrefTed gave her the fecond, third, and laft mark 
her,, and by proper remedies brought of engagement, it appeared to be the 
her at laft to herfelf. The firft word "fhe younger bi other, whole' flower fhe were 
laid was—' Oh, Berilla ! what have you publickly in her bofom ; but then lhe ie* 
* done?* All the reft was nothing but ceived the full-blown flower from the 
lobs and fighs,cnough to melt the hardclt eider brother alto. The judges looked at 
heart. When fhe was in a condition to one another for ibme time, not knowing 

i-micrfelf, fhe declared, fhe liked the well what to fay to the matter. Then tho 

she wcut up with btr regent afked her, when fhe gave her con* 

Jen* 
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lent, if the did not underftand the perfon « than you expe£t j Berilla is yours ; you 

to be him that wsnt up with bsr to the « alone deferve her, you prefer her good 

altar. She owned fhe did ; which was the c to your own j and asl find her real love 

elder; but hi fact, had placed her affec- ' is for you, here join your hands, as I 

tions on the perfon who gave her the firft * find your hearts are already .' They 

flower, which was the younger. Then were married immediately ; the regent 

the two brothers were placed before her, leaving behind him a vaft idea not only of 

and fhe was afked, flat, fuppoting fhe his juffice, but wifdom. in fo intricate a 

w ere now at liberty, without any engage* cafe. I drew an hiftoncal piece of paint- 

mettt, which of the two brothers fhe would ing of this remarkable trial, expreffing 

chufe for her hu/band ? .She ftopt, send as nigh as I could the poftures and ago- 

blufhed at the queftion ; hut at length nies of the three lovers, and prefented it 

,faid, the younger had been more afftdu- to the divine Ifyphena, the regent's 

ous in his courtfhip; and with that burft daughter, telling' her, that if fhe were to 

into tears, catting a look at the younger accept of flowers, as that young lady did, 

brother/ which eafily fhewed the fen.ti- fhe would ruin all the youths of Mezo- 

ments of her heart. Every one was in rania. She received it blufhing, and faid 

thelalt fufpenfe how the regent would de- fhe fhould never receive any but from one 

termine the cafe; and the young men exr hand, nor even that, if fhe thought fhe 

preffed fuch a concern in their looks, as mould do- him any harm ; adding, that 

if the final fentence of lif« and. death, fhe thought her father -had given a juft 

happinefsor mifery, was to be pronounced judgment ; then wavedthe drfcourfe with 

to them: when the. regent, w^th a coun- * fuch innocence, yet knowledge of what 

teuance partly fevere .as well as grave, fhe faid, that I was furprized to the laft 

turning towards the young lady-*- degree; not being able to guefs whether 

4 Daughter,* faid he, ' your ill fortune* I had offended her or not. 

' or indifcretion, has deprived you from Thefe vifitations in the company of 

* having either of them: both you cannot the Pophar, gave me an opportunity of 

* have,and you have given both an equal feeing all the different parts and chief 

* right : if either of them will give up curiofities of the whole empire. Their 

* their right, you may marry the-other, -great towns, efpecially the heads of eve- 

* noteife. — What do you fay, fons,' fays ryNome, were built, as I faid, much 
he, 'will you contribute to make one of aftfer the fame form* differing chiefly fn 
.* you happy V< They both perfifted they jhe fituation, and are principally defign- 
would not give up their right till the Ian: ed for the winter reiidence, fo» their 
,gaip. ' Then,* lays the regent, turning courts and colleges, but particularly for 
to the lady, who was almoft dead with inftru&ing and poliflung their youth of 
fear and confufion, < fince neither of them -both fexes, and fuch admirable care and 

* will give up their right, I pronounce ceconomy, to avoid ail diflblutenefs and 

* faitence on you, to be fhut up from the idlenefs^ that, as I obferved before, there 

* commerce of men, till the death of one is no fuch thing known, as for perfons 

* of your lovers; then it fhall be left to tp have no other bufinefs on their hands 
4 your choice to marry the furviyor.' So but vifits and drefs ; efteeming thole no 
giving orders to have her taken away, better than brutes and barbarians, who 
the court was going to break up, when are not conftantly employed in improv- 
the younger brother, falling on his knees, ing their natural talents in fome art or 
cries out — ' I yield my right, rather than «fcience. Their villas, or places of plea- 
' the adorable Berilla fhould be miferable fure, are fcattcred all over the country, 
' on my account ; let me be fhut up from with moft beautiful variety r the villages 

* the commerce of men, for being the and towns built for manufactures, trades, 

* occafion of fo divine a creature's mif- conveniency of agriculture, &c. are in- 
( * fortune .-^Brother, take her, and he numerable; their canals r and great lakes, 
" * happy-^And you, divine Berilla, only fbrae of Them like little feas, are very fre- 

« pardon the confufion my innocent love quent, according as the nature of the 

' has brought upon you; and then I fhall country will allow ; with pleafure-houfes 

' leave the world in peace. 1 Here the and pavilions, built at due diftances, 

whole court rofe up, and the young man round the borders, interfperfed with 

was going out, when the regent flopped iflands and groves, fome natural, fome 

Irim. ' Hold, fon,* fays he, ' there is a artificial, -where at proper feafons you 

* greater happinefc preparing for you might fee thoufands of boats fki mining 

L backwards 
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backwards and forwards, both for plea- 
lure and the profit of catching fifn, of 
which there is an incxhauftible -ftore. 
There are alio vaft forefts of infinite Va- 
riety and delight, diftinguifhed here and 
there with theatrical fpaces or lawnsj ei- 
ther natural, or cut out by ait, for the 
conveniency of pitching their tents in the 
hot feafons; with iuch romantick fcenes 
.of deep vales, hanging woods, and pre- 
cipices, natural falls, and cafcades, or 
rather cataracts of water over the rocks, 
that all the decorations of art are nothing 
but foils and (hadows to thofe majeftick 
beauties of nature} beiides glorious pro- 
fpe&s of different kinds over the edges of 
the mountains where we patted in our 
violations, fometimes prefenting us witli 
a boundiefs view over the moft delicious 
plains in the world; in other places, 
having our view terminated with other 
winding hills, exhaling their reviving 
perfumes from innumerable fpecies of 
natural fruits and odoriferous fhrubs. 
Travelling, thus by eafy journeys, fray- 
ing or advancing in our progrefs as we 
thought fit, I had an opportunity of ad- 
miring with infinite delight the effects of 
induftry and liberty, in a country where 
nature and art feemed to vie with each 
other in their different productions. 
There was another extraordinary fatis- 
i'action I received in thefe viiitations, 
which was, the opportunity of feeing, 
and partaking of their grand matches, 
or rather companies, if I may ufe the ex* 
preffion, of hunting and fiftiing. All 
( the voung people with their governors, 
or all who are able or willing to go, at 
particular feafons diiperfe themfelyes for 
thefe hunts all over the kingdom : the 
country being lb prodigious fertile, that 
it furnifhes them, ajmoft fpoataneoufly, 
with whatever is neceffary, or even de- 
lectable for life, the people living in fome 
jneafure in common, and having no other 
intereft but that of a well regulated com- 
munity. They leave the towns at cer- 
tain feafons, and go and live in tents for 
the conveniency of hunting and fiftiing, 
according as the country and feafons 
are proper for each recreation : the flat 
part of the country (though it is gene- 
rally more hilly than campaign) is nock- 
ed with prodigious quantities of fowl an^ 
game, as pheafants, partridges of dif- 
ferent kinds, much larger than our wild 
hens; turkeys, and peacocks, with other 
fpecies of game, which we have not in 
Italy} hares almoft innumerable, but bq 



conies that ever I faw, unlefs we call 
conies a letter fort of hare, which feed 
and run along the cliffs and rocks, but 
do not burrow as ours do. There rs 
alfo a fmall fort of wild goat, much lefs 
than ours, not very fleet, of a very high 
tafte, and prodigious fat. They take 
vaft quantities of all forts, but will leave a 
fufficient flock to fupply next feafon, ex- 
cept hurtful beafts, which they kill when- 
ever they can. But their great hunts 
are in the mountains and woodland parts 
of the country, where the forefts are full 
of infinite quantities of man and fruits, 
and other food for wild beafts of ail 
kinds $ but particularly flags of four 
or five different fpecies, fome of which, 
almoft as big as a node, keep in the wild- 
eft parts, whofe flefti they dry and feafon 
with fpices, and is the richeft food I ever 
tafted. Their wild fwine are of two 
kinds, fome vaftly large, others very lit- 
tle, not much bigger than a lamb, but 
prodigious fierce. This laft is moft de- 
licate meat, feeding on the mails and 
wild fruits in the thickeft parts of the 
groves j and multiplying exceedingly, 
where they are not difturbed, one fow 
bringing lixteen or eighteen pigs; lb 
that I have feen thoufands of them caught 
at one hunting-match, and lent in pre- 
fents to the other parts of the kingdom, 
where they have none ; which is their 
way in all their recreations, having per- 
fons appointed to carry the rarities of the 
country to one another, and to the gover- 
nors, parents, and friends left behind. 
When they go out to their grand hunt, 
they chufe fome open vale, or vaft lawn, 
as far in the wilcr forefts as they can ; 
where they pitch their tents, and make 
their rendezvous : then -they fend out 
their moft courageous young men, in 
fmall bodies of ten in a company, well 
armed, each with his fpear and his fufll 
(lung on his back, which laft of late years 
theyfind more ierviceable againft the wild 
beafts than fpears, having got famples of 
them from Perfia. Thefe go quietly 
through the wildeft parts of the foreft 
at proper diftances, fo as to meet at fuch 
a place, which is to view the ground, 
and find a place proper to make their 
ftand, and pitch their toils. They are 
often feveral days out about this ; but 
are to make no noife, nor kHl any wild 
beaft, unlefs attacked, or they come upon 
him in his couch, at unawares, that they 
may not difturb the reft. When thev 
^ have made their report, fcvcral thoafands 
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rf them furround a confiderable part of £afping. I have known above five him- 

the foreft, ftanding clofe together for dred head of hearts of all forts killed in 

their mutual afliftance, making as great one day. When all is over, they carry 

a noife as they can, with dogs, drums, off their fpoil to the rendezvous, fcailing 

and rattles, and other noify inftruments, . and rejoicing, and fending prefents as 

to frighten the game towards the centre, before. 

that none may efcape the circle. When There is oftentimes very great danger, 

this is done, all advance in a breaft, en- when they go through the woods to make 

couraging their dogs, founding their difcoveryof their haunts; becaufe, if in 

herns, bearing their drums and rattles, fmall companies, fome ftubborn beaft or 

that the raoft courageous beafts are all other will attack them dire&ly 5 every 

roufed, and run before them towards the man, therefore, as I faid, has a fufil (lung 

centre, till by this means they have at his back, and his fpear in his hand for 

driven together feveral hundreds of wild his defence. Being once in one of their 

$>eafts, lions, tigers, elks, wild boars, parties, we came upon a prodigious wild 

fhgs, foxes, hares, and in fine all forts boar, as he was lying in his haunt; fome 

of beafts that were within that circle, of us were for paffing by him, but I 

It is raoft terrible to fee fuch a heap of thought fuch a noble prey was not to be 

cruel beafts gathered together, grinning let go; fo we furrounded him, and drew 

and roaring at one another, in a raoft up to him, with more courage and curio- 

frightful manner; but the wild boar is lity than prudence: one of my compa- 

the mafter of all ; whoever comes near nions, who was my intimate friend, be- 

him in that rage, even the largeft lion, he fng one of thofe who conducted me, over 

ftrikes at him with his tufks and makes the defarts, went up nigher to him than 

him keep his diftance. When they are the reft, with -his fpear in his hand, 

brought within a proper compafs, they ftretched out ready to receive him, in cafe 

pitch their toils round them, and inclofe he mould come at him; at which the. 

them in, every man joining clofe to his beaft ftarted up of a fudden, with a noife 

neighbour, holding out their fpears to that would have terrified the ftouteft hero, 

.keep them off. If. any beaft fhoulden- and made at him with fuch a fury, that 

deavour to make his efcape, which fome we gave him over for loft. He, ftood his 

will do now and then, (particularly the ground with fo much courage, and held, 

wild boars) they run againft the points his fpear £0 firm and exact, that he run 

of the fpears, and make very martial it d»rectly up the mouth of the beaft, quite 

/pott. I was toldy that a prodigious into the inner part of his throat ; the boar 

wild fow once broke through three files roared and (hook his head in a terrible 

of fpears, overturned the men, and made manner, endeavouring to get the fpear 

.a gap, that fet all' the reft a running al- out, which if he had done, all the world 

oioft in a body that way, fo that the peo- could not have fav£d the young man. 

pie were forced to let them take their ca- I, feeing the -danger, ran in with the 

reer, and loft all their labour. But now fame precipitancy, and clapping the 

they have men ready with their fufils to muzzle of my gun almoft clofe to his 

drop any beaft that fhould offer to turn fide, a little behind his fore-fhouMer, 

a-head. When they are enclofed, there fliot him quite through the body; lq he 

is moft terrible work, the greatdi beafts propped down dead before us. • Juft as 

fighting and goring one another, for rage we thought the danger was over, flic 

andfpighr, and the more fearful running fow, hearing his cry, came ru/hbig on 

into the toils for (belter. ^ Then our men us, and that £0 fuddenly, that before I 

with their fufils drop the largeft as faft could turn myfelf with my fpear, fhe 

as they can. When they intend to (hoot ftruck at me behind with her fnout, and 

the. wild boar, three or four aim at him pufhing, on, knocked roe down with her 

at a time, to be fure to drop him or dif- impetuofity ; and the place being a little 

able him, ptherwife he runs full at the fhelving, fhe came tumbling quite over 

laft that wounded him, with fuch fury, me, which was the occafion of laving 

that Ibmetimes he will .break through the my life. Afliamed of the foil, but very 

ftrongeft toils; but his companions all well apprifed of the danger, Iwasicarce 

join their fpears to keep him off. When got upon my feet, and on my guard, 

they have dropped all that are dangerous, when, making at me alone, though my 

$nd as many as they have a mind, they companions came in to my aififtancc, me 

©pen their toils, and difpatch all that are pufhed at me a fecond time with equal 

• La ftiry. 
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f lry. Iheld my fpear with all my might, to deftfoy them, they ehwfe die pfopetefc 

thinking to take her in the month $ but time for this pupoie, that is, when the 

miiling my aim, I took her juft in the eggs art hatching; which is done in' (fie? 

throat, where the head and neck join, and hot lands, by the (ides of the rivers asd* 

thruft my fpear with fuch force, her own lakes. The old ones are not only yet y- 

career meeting me, that I ftruck, ^fiiite savenous at that time, but lie lurking ia> 

through her windpipe, the fpear (ticking the water near theireggs, and are fo pro-' 

fo faft in her neck-bone, that when (he digious fierce, that there is no taking their* 

dropt, we could fcarce get it out again, eggs, unlefs you firft contrive to kill the* 

She tofled and reeled her head a good old ones. Their way to fi(h for them id N 

while before (he fell ; but her wind -pipe this: they beat at a diftance, by the fides' 

being cut, and bleeding inwardly, me was of the rivers and lakes where they breed j 

choaked . My companions had h i t her which makes the old ones hide themfel ves 

with their fpears on the fides and back) in the water. Then twenty or thirty of 



but her hide and brittles were fo thick 
and hard, they did her very little damage. 
They all applauded my courage -and vie-' 
tory, as if I had killed both the fwine. 
But i, as juftice required, gave the 
greateft part of the glory, for the death 



the young men row quietly backward 
and forward on the water where they 
fuppofethe creatures are; having a great 
manyftrong lines with hooks, made after 
the manner of nfh-hooks, well armed a# 
far as the throat of the animal reaches. 



of the boar, to the courageous dexterity Thefe hooks they faften under the wings 



of the young man, who had expofed him - 
iclr* fo generoufly, and hit him fo exaft 
in the throat. We left the carcafes* there, 
not being able to take them with us; but 
marking the place, we came afterwards 
with fome others to cany them off. I had 
the honour to carry the boar's head on 
the point of my (pear; which I would 
have given to the young man, but he re- 
fufed it, faying, that I had not only 
killed it, but&ved his life into the bar- 
gain. The honour being judged to me 
by every one, I fent it as a prefent to the 
divine Ify phena; a thing allowed by their 
cuftoms, though as yet I never durft 
make any declarations of love : me ac- 



of ducks and water-fowls, kept for. the 
purpofe, which they let drop out of the 
boat, and fwim about the lake. When* 
ever the ducks come over the places 
where the creatures are, thefe laft ftrike 
at them, and fwallow the poor ducks 
immediately, and fo hook themfelves* 
with the violence and check of the boat: 
As foon as one is hooked, theytow him; 
floundering and beating the water at * 
ftrange rate, till they have brought hint 
into themiddle of the water at a diftance 
from the reft of his companions, who all" 
lie nigh the banks; then the 1 other boats 
furround him, and dart their harping- 
fpears at him till they kill him. Thefe? 



cepted of it, but added, (he hoped I would harping- fpears are pointed with the firieft 



make no more fuch prefents; and ex- 
plained herfelf no further. 

Thefe people having no wars,nor fingle 
combats with one another, which laft are 
not allowed for fear of deftroying their 
own fpecies, have no other way of (hew- 
ing their courage butagainft wild beafts, 
where, without waiting for any exprefs 
order of their fnperiors, they will expofe 
themfelves to a great degree, and fome- 
times perform exploits worthy the greateft 
heroes. 

Their fi/hing is of two kinds ; one for 
recreation and profit ; the other to deftroy 



tempered fteel,. extremely (harp, with 
beards to hinder them from coming out 
of his body; there is a line fattened to> 
the fpear, to draw it back, and the crea- 
ture along with it ; as alfo to hinder the 
fpear from flying too far, if they mifS 
tneir aim. Some of them are prodigious 
dextrous at it; but there is no piercing 
the creature but in his belly, which they 
muft hit as he flounces and rolls himfelf 
in the water. If a (pear hits the fcales 
of his back, it will fly off as from a rock, 
not without fome danger to thofe who are 
very nigh, though they generally know* 



the crocodiles and alligators, which are the length of the firing. I was realty ap- 
only found in the great lakes, and the prehenhve of thofe ftrange fierce crea- 
mers that run into them, and that in the tures at firft, and as it was a conftdepable* 
hotter and campaign parts of the coun- time before I could dart with any dexte- 
try. In fomeof the lakes, even the largeft, wty; but the defire of glory, ana the ftp- 
they cannot live; in others tfaey breed ptaufes given to thofe that excel, who 
prodigioufly . As they nib for them only lave the nuns carried like trophies before 
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thefcfniibeifcs? iheie, and the charms of ties in Europe. When rtik riming is over, 
the regent* s daughter, fo infpired me, that they retire to the towns, becaufe of the 
I frequently carried the prize. rainy feafons, which begin preiently 

It is one of the fineft recreations in after, 
jhe world ; you might fee fcvei-^ himdred / 

boats at a time, either employed, or as I am now going. to enter on a part of 
fpeciatort, with (bouts and cries, when my life, which I am in fome doubt, whe- 
the creature is hit in the right place, that ther it is ^proper to lay before your Re- 
make the very banks tremble. When they verences or not: I mean the hopes an* 
have killed all the old ones, they feirtl fears, the joys and anxieties, of a young 
their people on the more, to rake for the man in love; but in an honourable way*, 
eggs, which they burn and deftroy on with no lefs a perfon than the daughtelr 
the fpotj not but fome will be hatched of the regent or this v'aft empire. I (hall 
before the reft, and creep into the water, not however enter into the detail of the: 
to ferve for :fport the next year. They de* many various circuvrtftances attending 
ftroy thefe animals, not only for their foch a paflion; but .liall jutt touch' oa 
own fecurity in the ufe of the lakes, but fome particular paflages, which were very 
alio to prefcrve the wild fowl and fiffo, extraordinary even in a paffion which, 
which are devoured and deftroyed by the generally of itfelf runs into extremes, 
crocodiles. Your Reverences will remember, that 

But the fulling on the great lake Gil- there is no real diftin&ion of quality hi 
gol, or Lake of> Lakes* is without any thefe people, nor any regard either to in- 
danger; there being no alligators in that tereft or dignity, but merely to peribnal 
water, and is only for recreation and the merit; their chief view being to render 
profit of the fifh. . The lake is above a that date happy which makes up the bet- 
hundred Italian miles in circumference*, ter part of human life. I had nothmg 
At proper leafons, . the »who!e lake is therefore to do in this affair, but to fix 
covered with boats, great numbers of my choice, and endeavour to pleafe and 
them full of ladies to fee the fport, befide be*pleafed. My choice was foon deter- 
what arc on. the ilrands and mores, with mined ; die firft time I faw the irtcom pa- 
trumpets, hautboys, and other muficai Table Ifyphena, the regent's daughter, 
inftruments, 'playing all the while. It is though fhewas then butten years old, 
imporfible todefcribe the different kinds ten thou fan d budding beauties appeared 
of fifh the lake abounds with; many of inher,withfuch unutterable charms, that 
them we know nothing of in Europe; though I as good as defpaired of arriving 
though they have fome like ours, but at my wimedfor happinefs, I wasreiblv^ 
much larg<u", as pikes, or a fim like a pike, ed to fix there, or no where. 
1 two or three yards long; a fifh like a I obferved, when I was firft introduc- 
bream, a yard and half over ; carps forty ed into her company by the regent her 
or fifty pounds weight they catch incrc- father, that fhe had her eye fixed on me, 
dible numbers of them, fome kinds in one as a ftranger, as I fuppofed, but yet with 
part of the lake, fome in another. They more than a girKfli curiofity. I was in- 
fifh in this manner, and afterwards feaft formed afterwards, that fhe told her play- 
on what they catch, for* a fortnight or fellows, that that ftranger mould be her 
three weeks, if the feafon proves kind, hufband^ornoone.ThewifePbphar her 
retiring at night to their tents, either on father had obferved it; and whether it 
the iflands or more, where there are per* was from his knowledge of the fex, and 
Ions employed in drying and curing their unaccountable fondnefs for itran- 
what are proper for ufe; fending prefents. gers, or whether' he diftpproved of the 
of them into other parts of the country, thought, I cannot tell, but he was re- 
in exchange for venifon, fowl, and the folved to try both our conftancies to the 
like. Though there are noble lakes -and utmoft. I was obliged by the Pophar to 
ponds, even in the forefts, made by the teach her and (bme other young ladies, as 
. •nclqfures -of the hills and woods, that well as fome young men, to paint ; but 
are fibred with excellent fifh ; yet they are it was always in tjie father or mother's 
entirely deftitute of the beft fort, that is, company. Not to detain your Reverences 
fea fifh, which we have in fuch quanti- with matters quite foreign to, and per- 

* The Uke Mem in Egypt, according to D'odorut Sicolus and Herodotus, qjoted by the 
Bifhop of fgeaux, (Hisx* Uw j. £e& 3*) waa a hundred and fourfcore French leagues ia 
tirxum/erencQ. " 
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haps unworthy your cognizance, it was 
.fire, years before I durft let her fee the 
Jeaft glimmering of my affection. She 
was now fifteen, which was the height 
of her bloom . Her father feeing the car- 
*ried no mark of any engagement, aflced 
ker in a familiar way, if her eyes had 
, made no conquefts : me bluftied, and faid 
ihe hoped not. He told me alfoas a friend, 
that I was older than their cuftoms cared 
to allow young men to live fingle, and 
with a fmile, aflced me, if the charms of 
the BaflVs daughter of Grand Cairo had 
extinguifhed in me all thoughts of love. 
I told him there were objects enough in 
• Mezoraniato make one forget any thing 
'one had feen before, but that being a 
stranger, I was willing to be thoroughly 
acquainted with the genius of the people, 
left I mould make any one unhappy. I 
was juft come back from one of our vi- 
sitations, when I was ftruck with themoft 
lively fenfe of grief, I ever felt in my life. 
1 had always obferved before, that Ify- 
phena never wore any fign of engage- 
ment, but then I found (he carried a bud 
in her bofom. , I fell ill immediately upon 
it; which ihe perceiving, came to lee me 
without any bud, as ihe nfed to go be- 
fore, keeping her eyes upon me to fee 
what effect it would have. Seeing her 
continue without any marks of engage- 
ment, I recovered, and made bold to tell 
her one day, thatl could not but pity the 
muerable perfon, whoever he was, who 
tad loft the place in her bofom, he had be- 
fore; ihe faid unconcernedly, that both 
the wearing and talcing away the flower 
from her bofom, was done out of kind- 
nefs to the perfon. I was then lb taken 
up with contrary thoughts, that I did 
not perceive (he meant to try whether 
/he was the object of my thoughts or not. 
However, finding ihe carried no more 
marks of engagement, I was refolved to 
try my fortune for life or death ; when an 
opportunity offered beyond my wifli. Her 
mother brought her to perfect a piece of 
painting ihe was drawing; I obferved a 
melancholy and trouble in her counte- 
nance I had never feen before j that mo- 
ment the mother was fent for to the re- 
gent, and I made ufe of it to afk her, 
what it was that affected her in fo fenfible 
a manner. I pronounced thefe words with 
fuch emotirin and concern on my own 
part, that (he might eafily fee I was in 
'me vfcry great agony. Sheexprefled a 
-,* a~*\ n ( confuCon at the queftion, 
X, without anfwering a 



word, (hegotupandwentoutof the room, 
leaving me leaning againft the wall al- 
moin without life or motion. Other 
company coming in, I was rouzed out 
of my lethargy, and flunk away to 
my own apartment, but agitated with 
fuch numberlefs fears, as left me almoft 
deftitute of reafon. However, I was re- 
folved to make a moft juft difcovery, and 
to be fully determined in my happinefs 
or mifery. There was a grated window 
on the back fide of the palace, where I had 
feen Ifyphena walk fometimes, but never 
dared to approach; I went thither in the 
evening, and feeing her oy herfelf, I 
ventured to it, and falling on my knees, 
afked her, for heaven" s fake, what was 
the matter, or if I had dffended her? She 
immediately burft into tears, and juft 
faid—* A(k no more,' and withdrew; 
though I cannot fay with any figns of 
indignation . Some time after, I was fent 
for to inftruct her in the finiihing of her 
piece. I mu ft tell your Reverences, that 
I had privately drawu that picture of her 
which you faw, and put the little boy in 
afterwards. In a hurry 1 had left it be- 
hind me in my clofet, and the Pophar 
finding it by accident, had taken it away 
without my knowledge, and (hewn it to 
the mother; and making as if he did not 
mind Ifyphena, who ftood by, and faw 
it (as flie thought, undifcerned) feemed 
to talk in a threatening tone to the mo- 
ther about it. When I came in, I had 
juft courage enough to caft on&glance at 
Ifyphena, when, methought, I faw her " 
eyes meet mine, and (hew a mixture of 
comfort and trouble at the fame time. 
As this fubject cannot be very proper 
for your Reverences ears, I (hall com- 
prife in half an hour what coft me. whole 
years of fighs and folicitude, though, 
happily crowned at laft with unfpeakable 
joys. This trouble in Ifyphena was, 
that having made herfelf miftrefs of the 
pencil, (he had privately drawn my pic- 
ture in miniature, which (he keptfecretiy 
in her bofom, and it having been difco- 
vered by the mother,' as that which I had 
drawn was by the father, to try her con- 
ftancy he had expreffed the utmoft in- 
dignation at it : but Ifyphena's greateft 
trouble was, left I mould know, and 
take it for a difcovery of her love, bee 
fore I had made any overtures of mine. 
In procefs of time we came to an eclair* 
ciflement: (he received my two firft 
flowers 5 but becaule I was half a ftranger 
to their race, we were to give foroe more 
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fignal proof of our love and conftancy 
than ordinary : we had frequently com- 
mon occafions offered us, fuch as might 
be looked upon as the greateft trials. 
She was the paragon not only of the 
kingdom, but pottibly of the univerfe, 
for^ail perfections that could be found in 
the fex. Her ftature was about the mid- 
dle fize, the juft proportion of her Jhape 
made her really taller than (he feemed to 
be j her hair was black * indeed, but of 
a much finer glofs than the reft of the 
lex, nor quite fo much curled, hanging 
down in eafy treiTes over her moulders, 
and (hading fome part of her beautiful 
cheeks. Her eyes, though not fo large 
as our Europeans, darted fuch luftre, 
with a mixture of fweetnefs and vivacity, 
that it was impoflible not to be charmed 
with their rays ; her features were not 
only the mod exa&, but inimitable and 
peculiar to herfelf. In fine, her nofe, 
mouth, teeth, turn of the face, all con- 
curring together to form the moft exqui- 
fite fymmetry, and adorned with a bloom 
beyond all the blufhes of the new-born 
Aurora, rendered her the moft charming, 
and the moft dangerous objecl in nature. 
The nobleft and gayeft youths of all the 
land paid their homages to her adorable 
perfections, but all in vain : (he avoided 
doing hurt where (he could do no good*, 
(he did not fo much fcorn, as (hut her 
eyes to all their offers, though fuch a 
treafure gave me ten thoufand anxieties 
before I knew what (hare I had in it; 
but when once (he received my addreffes, 
the fecurity her conftant virtue gave me 
was proportionable to the immenfe value 
of her perfon . For my part, I had fome 
trials on my fide. I was furrounded 
with beauties, who found a great many 
ways to (hew me, they had no diflike to 
me. Whether being a Granger, of 
different features and make from their 
youth, gave them a more pleafing curio- 
fity, or the tallnefs of my ftature, fome- 
thing exceeding any of theirs, or the 
gaiety of my temper, which gave me a 
freer air than is ufual with them, being, 
as I obferved, naturally too grave, (be 
that as it will) Ifyphena's bright fenfe 
eafily faw I made fome (acrificcs to her. 
But we had greater trials than thefe to 
undergo, which I (hall briefly relate to 
your Reverences, for the particularity of 
them. When 1 thought I was almoft 
arrived at the height of my happinefs, 



8* 

being aftured of the heart of the divine 
lfyphena, the Pophar came to me one 
day with the moft feeming concern in his 
countenance I ever remarked in him, 
even beyond that of the affair with tltt 
great bafia's daughter. After a little 
paufe, he told me, he had obferved the 
love between his daughter and myfeifj 
.that, out of kindnefs to my perfon, lie 
had confulted their wife men about it* 
who all concluded* that, on account of 
my being a (hanger, and not of their 
race by the father's fide, I could never 
marry nis daughter ; fo that I muft either 
folemnly renounce all pretenfions to her, 
or be (hut up for ever without any com- 
merce with his people, till death. ' But,* 
fays he, ' to (hew that we do juftice to 
your merit, you are to have a publick 
ftatue erected in your honour, becaufo 
you have taught us the art of painting j 
which is to be crowned with a garland 
of flowers by the moft beautiful young 
woman in the kingdom : thus you wiS 
live to glory, .though you are dead to 
the world. But ir you will renounce 
all pretenfions to my daughter, we will 
furnim you with riches, furfictent, 
with the handfomenefs of your perfon, 
to gain the greateft princefs in the 
world, provided you will give a iblemn 
oath never to diicover the way to this 
place.' I fell down on my knees be- 
fore him, and cried out-—' Here take me, 
(hutmeup, kill me, cut me in a thoufand 
pieces, I will never renounce lfyphena.* 
rlefaid no more, but that their laws muft 
be obeyed. I obferved teal's in his eyes, 
as he wentout, which made me fee he wa$ 
in earneft. I had fqarce time to reflect 
on my miferable (late, or rather was in- 
capable of any reflection at all, when four 
perfonscame in with a difmal heavinefs 
in their looks, and bade me come along 
with them ; •. they were to conduct me to 
the place of my confinement. In the 
mean time, the Pophar goes to his daugh- 
ter, and tells her -the fame thing, only 
adding, that I was to be fent back to 
my own country,' loaded with fuch im- 
menfe riches as might procure me the 
1 ove of any woman in die world . ' For,* 
fays he, ' thofe Barbarians/ meaning the 
Europeans 'will marry their da ugh - 
' ters to any one who has but riches 

* enough to buy them; the men will 

* do the fame with refpeel to the women j 
4 let the woman be whofe daughter (he 



• * The author being an Italian, did not think black hair fo beautiful. 
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* will : if ihe had bujt money enough to 

* purchaie a kingdom, a king would 
' marry her/ Before he had pronounced 
all this, Ifyphena had not ftrength to 

. hear it out, out fell down in a fwoon at 
his feet t when /he was come to her/elf, 
he endeavoured to com farther, and add- 
ed* that ihe was to have the young 1*6- 
phar's fon, a youth about her age ; for 
though he was not old enough to govern* 
lie was olid enough to have children. He 
went on and told her, I was to have a 
ftatue erected in honour of me, to be 
crowned by the faired woman in all Met 
. zoxania $ ' Which/ fays he, ' is judged 

* to be yourielf ; and, if you refufe it* 

* Amnophilla is to be the perfon/ This 
was the molt beautiful Woman next Ify- 
phena, and by fome ' thought equal to 
tier, wnofefigns of -approbation and lik- 
ing to my peribn I had taken no notice* 
of, for the fake of Ifyphena. She £ii* 
fwered with a refolution that was fur- 
prizing, even to her father, that ihe 
would die before (he would be wanting 
Co her duty, but that their laws allowed 
her to chufe whom ihe pleafed for her 
huiband without being undutifulj that 
as for the crowning of the ftatue, ihe ac* 

. cepted of it, not for the reafon be^gave, 
but to pay her laft reflects to my me* 
aaory, who, ihe was fure, would never 
marry anyone elfe. As for the young 
Pophar, ihe would give her anfwer when 
this ceremony was over. When all things 
were ready for it, there was publick pro- 
clamation made in all parts of the Nome, 
that whereas I had brought into the 
kingdom, "and freely communicated to 
them, the noble art of painting, I was to 
have a publick ftatue erected in my ho- 
nour, to bt crown«l with a crown of 
flower* by the hand of the faireft woman 
in all Mezorania. Accordingly, a ftatue 
of full .proportion, of the fineft poliihed 
marble, was creeled in one of their fpa* 
cious fquares, with my name engraven 
on the pedeftal in golden characters, let- 
ting forth the fervice I had dene the com- 
monwealth, &c. The ftatue had the 
. picture of Ifyphena in one hand, and the 
emblems of the art in the other. The 
laft kindnefs I was to receive, was to be 
•permitted to fee the ceremony witha-per- 
fpective glafs, from the top of a high 
tower belonging to the place of my cuii<- 
iinement, from whence I could difcern 
every minute circumftance that paftcd. 
Immediately the crowd opened to make 
-ay for Iiyphcna, who came in the re- 



gent's triumphant chariot, drawn by 
eight white horfes, all caparifoned with 
gold and precious ftones, .herfelf more 
refplendcnt than the fun they adored* 
There was a fcaffold, with a throne upon 
it, juft cloie to the ftatue, with gilt fteps 
for her to go up to put the crown on the 
head of it. As foon as ihe appeared, a 
Ihoutof joy ran through the whole crowd, 
applauding the choice of her beauty, 
and the work ihe was going to perform ; 
then proclamation was made again for 
the lame intent* letting forth the reafdns 
of the ceremony. When all was filent, 
file fteps from .the throne to the degrees 
with the crown in her hand, holding it 
up to be feen by all, fupported by Am - 
nophilta and Menifa, two of the moft 
beautiful virgins after herfelf. There 
appeared a ferenity.in the looks of Ify- 
phena beyond what could be expected* 
expreftiug a fixed refolution at the fame 
time ; as foon as ihe had put the crown 
on the head of the ftatue, whieh was ap- 
plauded with repeated ihouts and accla- 
mations, ihe ftood ftiilcfor fome time, 
with an air that mewed ihe was deter- 
mined for fome great action ; then turn- 
ing to the officers, ordered them to make 
proclamation,, that every one ihould re- 
mark what ihe was going to do. -A 
profound {Hence enfuing through the 
whole aflembly, me went up the fteps 
again, and taking out the moft conspi- 
cuous flower in the whole crown, nrft 
put it in the right-hand of the ftatue, 
and then clapt it into her bofom, with 
the other two ihe had received from me 
before, as a fign of her confent for mar* 
riage, which could not be violated. 
This occasioned aihoutten times loader 
titan any before, applauding fuch an 
heroick act of conftancy as had never 
been feen in Mezorania. The regent ran 
up to her, and embracing her with tears 
of joy trickling down his cheeks, faid, 
ihe ihould have her choice, fincc me had 
fulfilled the law,apdfupplied all defects 
by that extraordinary act of fidelity : 
and immediately gave orders to have 
that heroick action regiftered in the pub- 
lick records, for an example and encou- 
ragement of, conftancy to pofterity. But 
the people cried out—* Where is the 
' man ! where fs'the man ! Let their con- 
' ftancy be rewarded immediately— %* 

Hire the nadir* as <weU as the pub - 
li/ber t will lament the irreparable 
4ofi qfthejbects % wbifbwtre mi/laid 

at 
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«rf his timing over; be jdoes not pre' particularly the eldeft boy, wlio is in 

tend to charge bis memory with what that picture with his mother. This re- 

they contained 5 juft having had time flection on the vanity of human felicity, 

to run them over in the ltalidn,when made him more difpofed to hear the 

Signor Rbedi got them copied out for troths of our divine religion, fo that he 

him, Asfarasthepublijherremem- was refolved to go and fearch further 

hers, the loft Jbeets contained feverdl into the reafons for it." There was ano'- 

difcourfes between the Popbar and ther yet more forcible reafon induced me 

Gaudentio, concerning religion, phi- to folicit the Pophar for my return to 

• lofophy, politicks , and the like ; -with my native country, which was the care 

• the account of the loft of bis wife and of my future ftate. I had lived fo many 
children, and fome other accidents years without the exercife of thofe duties 
that befel him during bis ft ay in the our church obliges us to perform, and, 
country, which, as we Jb all fee, in- though I had not been sprilty of any great 
duced him to leave the place-, with crimes, I was not wining to die out of 
fever al curious remarks of Signor her bofom : however, to do all the good 

Rbedi] all which would doubt left I could to a country where I had once 

bave given a great deal of fatisfa^ion enjoyed fo much happinefs, this being 

to the reader. But no one can be the laft year we were to ftay, I at length 

fo much concerned for the lofs as the perfuaded the regent, that there might 

pubHJber, Jince tbey cannot now be be fome danger of an invafion of his 

repaired, by reafon of the death of the country, from the oppofite fide towards 

fame Signor Roedi, never to be fuf- the fouthern tropickj atleaft, I did not 

ficiently regretted by the learned know but there might be fome habitable 

world*] climate not lb far over the fands, as to- 
wards Libya and Egypt. I had often 

Thefe difrourfes* made very great fignifiedmy thoughts to him in that re- 

impreflions on the mind of aperfonof fo fpecl. I told him, that though his 

mach penetration as the regent was, in- kingdom was fate, and inacceffible to ail 

fomuch that he feemed refolved, when but our felves on that fide, it was poflible 

his regency was out, which wanted now it might be nigher the great ocean oh the 

but a year, to go along with me into oppofite one, or that the fands might 

Europe, during the ftay he was to make not be of ftich extent j or in fine, there 

at Grand Cairo, that he might have an might be ridges of mountains, and from 

opportunity of examining matters at the them rivers running into the ocean, by 

fountain head ; wifely judging a confi- which, in procefs of time, fome barba 1 - 

deration of fuch confequence, as that of nms people might afcend, and difturb 

religion, to be no indiiterent thing. For their long uninterrupted reft, without 

my own part, notwithftanding the beatl- any fence to guard again ft fuch an emef« 

ty and riches of the country, f could find gency . This laft thought alarmed him ; 

no fatisfaclion in a place where Ihad loft fo we were refolved to make a new trial, 

all that was dear to me, though I had withoutcommunicatingthedefigntoany 

the comfort to have my dear Ifyphena, but the chief council of five, where we 

and her three children, all baptized by were fure cf inviolable fecrecy. What 

my own hand before they died : neither confirmed me in my notion was, that 

could length of time allay my grief j when we were on the utmoft point of 

but, on the contrary,, every thing I faw oiir mountains fouthward, looking over 

revived the memory of my irreparable the defarts, I ccnld perceive fomcthing 

lofs. I confidered the inftability of the like clouds, or fogs, hanging always 

- fleeting joys of tins world, where I towards one part. I imagined them to 
thought I had built my happinefs, for befogs coverjng the tops of fome great 

• a man of my fortune, on the moft folid mountains, which muft have habitable 
*, foundation. But alas 1 , all was gone, as vales. Being refolved to make a trial, 
*if it had been but a dream, and the we provided all things accordingly, and 

adorable tlyphena was no more. The fe'tout from the furtheft part of the king- 

'gootf ofd Pophar was in a very little dom fouthwards, taking only five per* 

• better condition, having loft his deareft fons in our company, fteeringour courfe 

- daughter, and his little grand-children, directly towards that point of the horizon, 

'> Jfabat%4bmtbeClirl&lan'religftih, which are loft, as aforefaid. 

M wher 



v> 



GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA. 



where I obferved the thick air always 
hanging towards one place. We took, 
provifioiys and water but for ten days, 
leaving, word that they fhould not trou- 
ble themfelves about us, unlefs we made 
a confiderable fray, becaufe in cafe we 
found mountains, we fhould always 
.And fprings and fruits to fubfift on, by 
making a further fearch into the coun- 
try : otherwife, if we faw no hopes at 
the five days end, we would return the 
other five, and take frefh meafures. 
The third day of our voyage, we found 
the defarts nothing fo barren as we ex- 
pected, the ground grew pretty hard, 
and the Fourth day we difcovered fome 
tufts of mofs and fhrubs, by which we 
conjectured we fhould foon come to £rm 
land ; the evening of that day we difco- 
vered the tops of hills, but farther off 
than we thought, fo that though we tra- 
velled at a great rate all that night and 
rooft of the next day, we could only ar- 
rive at the foof of them the fifth day at 
night. After fome little fearch we came 
to a fine fpring, and, "to our comfort, 
no figns of inhabitants; if there had, 
.we fhould have returned immediately to 
take further advice. The next morning 
we got up to the top of the higheft hill to 
difcover the country j but found it to 
. be only the point of a vaft mountainous 
country, like the worft part of our Alps, 
though there were fome fertile vales and 
, woo<£s, but no footfteps of it's ever hav- 
ing been inhabited, as we believed, fince 
'the creation. Finding we could make 
.good provifion for our return, we were 
J in no great pain about time-; but wan- 
dered from place to place, viewing and 
obferving every way. After proceeding 
along thofe craggy hills arid precipices 
m this manner for five days, they began 
..to lefl'en towards our right, but feemed 
.rather to'increafe the other way: at 
• length, in the moft difmal, and hoi rid 
.part of the hill-brow, one of our young 
men thought he fpied fomething like the 
figure of a man, fitting by alittlefpring 
under a craggy rock juft below us ; we 
fent three of our people round another 
way to "keep him from running into the 
Wood, while the Pophai and myfelf ftole 
quietly over the rock where he was. As 
foon as he faw us, he whips up a broken 
chink in the rock» and aifappeared im- 
mediately : we were fure he could not 
get from "us, fb we clofed and fearchod, 
till we found a little cave in the windings 
of the rockp where washis retiring placet 



His bed was made of mofs and leave*, 
with little heaps of dried fruits, of dif- 
ferent forts, tor his fuftenance. When 
he faw us, he was furpi ized, and rufhed 
at us like a lion, thinking to make his 
way through us, but being all fjve at 
the mouth of the cave, he flood ready 
to defend himfelf againft our attempts. 
Viewing him a little nigher, we faw he 
had fome remains'of an old tattered coat* 
and part of a pair of breeches, with a 
ragged fafh, or girdle, round hi^waift, 
by which, to our great furprize, we found 
he was an European. ThePophar fpoke 
.to him in Lingua Franca, and afked him 
who, or what he was ; he fhook his 
head as if He did not underftand us. I 
fpoke to him in French, Italian, and 
Latin, but he was a ftranger to thofe 
languages j at length he cried * Inglis, 
' Inglis/ I had learned fomething of 
that language when I was a ftudent at 
Paris : for knowing my father had a 
mind I fhould learn as many languages 
as I could, I had made an ac- 
quaintance with feveral Englifh and 
Scotch ftudents in that univerfity, par- 
ticularly with one F. Johnfon, an Eng- 
lifh Benedictine j and could fpeak it 
pretty well for a foreigner, but had ai- 
moft forgot it for want of ufe. I bid 
him take courage and fear nothing, for 
we would do him no harm. As foon as 
ever he heard me fpeak Englifh, he fell 
down on his knees, and begged us to 
take pity on him, and carry him to fome 
habitable country, where he might pof- 
fibly get an opportunity of returning 
home again; or, at leaft, of living like 
a human creature. Upon this he came 
out to us, but looked more like a wild 
bead than a man ; his hair, beard, and 
nails, were grown to a great length, 
and his mien was as haggard, as if he had 
been a great while in thatwild pi ace; though 
he was a flout well built man, and mewed 
fomething above the common rank. We 
w^nt down to the fountain together.where 
he made us to understand, that his fa- 
ther was an Eaft India merchant, and 
- his mother a Dutch woman of Batavia j 
that he had great part of his education in 
Loudon, hut being very extravagant, his 
father, whofe natural fon he was. had 
turned him off, and fent him to Batavia, 
to his mother's friends; that by his 
courage and induftry, he was in a way 
of making his fortune, being advanced 
to be a lieutenant in the Dutch guards 
at Bata-Waj but was unhappily ca£ away 
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on the coaft of Africa, where they had' ' ■ gion of wild beafts in that man. I fee 
been on a particular adventure: that he *' the lion, the goat, the wolf, and the 
and his companions, four in number, € ' fox, in that one peifon.' I could not 
wandering up in the country to feek pro- forbear fmiling at the Popbar's Ikill in 
vifions, were taken by fome ftrange Bar- phyfiognomy, and told him, we mould 
barians, who carried them a vail un- take care he fhould do no harm. Then 
known way into the continent, defign- I turned to the man, and aflced him, 
rng to eat them, or facrifice them to their whether he would conform himfelf to the 
inhuman gods, as they had done by his laws and rites of the country, if we car- 
companions. But being hale and fat at ried him among men again, where he 
the time of his taking, they referved him mould want for nothing. He embraced 
for fome particular feaft; that, as they my knees, and faid, he would conform 
were carrying him through the woods, to any laws or any religion, if I would 
another party of Barbarians, enemies to but let him fee a habitable country again, 
the former, met them, and fell a fighting I ftared at the man, and began to think 
for their booty: which he perceiving, there was fome truth in the Pophar's 
knowing he was to be eaten if he (laid, fcience. However I told him, if he would 
flunk away in the fcuffle into the thickeft but behave like a rational creature, he 
woods, hiding himfelf by day, and mould go along with us : but he mufb 
marching all night he did not know (uffer himfelf to be blindfolded till he 
where, but, as he conje&ured, ft ill higher came to the place. He ftarted a little, 
into the country. Thus he wandered and feemed to be prodigious fufpicious, 
from hill to hill, and wood to wood, till left we fhouVd deceive him. But on my 
he came to a defart of lands, which he afluring him on the faith of a man, that 
was refolved to try to pafs over, not dar- he mould come to no harm, he con- 
ing to return back, for fear of falling iented. 

into the hands of thofe mercilefs devour- After we had refrefhed ourfelves, being 
ers. He paffed two days and two nights both glad and concerned for the inform- 
without water, living on the fruits he ation we had received of the nature of 
carried with him, as many as he could, the country, which was the intent of our 
till he came to this mountainous part of journey, in order to guard againft all in- 
the country, which he found uninhabit- conveniences, we covered his eyes very 
edj taking up his abode in that rock, clofe, and carried him back with us, 
where he never had any hopes of feeing fometimes on foot, (bmetimes on one of 
a human creature again : neither did he the (pare dromedaries, till we arrived 
know himfelf where he was, or which fafe from where we fet out. Then we 
way to go back. In fine, he told us he let him fee where he was, and what a 
had lived in that miferable place now glorious country he was come into. We 
upwards of five years. After we had cloathed him like ourfelves, that is, in 
comforted him, as well as we could, I our travelling drels, to (hew he was not 
aflced him which way the main fea lay, an entire Granger to our race. Heieem- 
as near as he could guefs, and how far ed loft in admiration of what he law,, and. 
he thought it was to it ? He pointed with embraced me with all the figns of gra- 
nts hand towards the fouth, a little turn- titude imaginable. He readily conform- 
ing towards the eaft, and faid, he belifcv- ed to all our cuftoms, and made no fcru- 
ed it might be thirty or forty davs jour- pie of aflifting at all their idolatrous ce- 
ney", butadvifedusneverto go that way; remonies, as if he had been as good a 
for we fhould certainly be devoured by heathen as the beft of them. Which I 
the Barbarians. I aflced him whether feeing, without declaring myfelf to be a 
the country was habitable from that place chriftian, told him I had been informed, 
down to the fea 5 he told me Yes, ejccept the, people of the country » where he wa» 
that defart we had patted; but whether educated, were "chriftians; and won- 
it was broader in other places he could dered to fee him join m adoring the fun. 
not tell. «i— c Pugh !* fays he, ' fome bigotied 

All the time he was fpeaking,the Po- * people make a fcruple; butmoft of ovr 
phareyedhimfromtoptotoe; and calling € men of fenfe think one religion is as 
me afide— * What monfter,* fays he, '* good as another.* By this I perceived 
* have we got here ? There is awnolele- our favage was of a new fet of people, 
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which I bad heard of before I left Italy, 
called Politici *, who sre a fort of athe- 
ifts in mafquerade. The fophar, out of 
]}is great fkill in phyfiognomy, would 
have no conversion with him, and com- 
manded rae to have a Ariel eye over him. 
However, the information he had given 
vs of the pofiibility of invading the king- 
dom the way he came, anfwered the in- 
tent of our voyage, and my former con- 
jectures ; about winch there was a grand 
council held, and orders given to iecure 
the foot of our outerrooft mountain fouth- 
wards, which ran a great way into the 
defart ; fo that it was fufficient to guard 
againft any of thofe barbarous invaders, 
of the continent. But to return to our 
European favage, for he may he juftly 
called fo % being more dangerous in a 
commonwealth than the very Hickfoes 
themselves $ though he was a perfon who 
had had a tolerable civilized education, 
bating the want of all fenfe of religion, 
which was owing to his perpetual con* 
verfation with libertines. He had a 
fmattering of molt kinds of polite learn- 
ing, but without a bottom in any refpe&. 
After i?c had been with us fometime, his 
principles began to (Hew themfelves in 
his practice, Firft, he began to be rude 
with our women j married or iingk, it 
was all alike to him, and by an unac- 
countable fpirit of .novelty or contradic- 
tion, our women feemed to be inclined to 
be very fond of him $ fo that we were at 
our wits ends about him. Then he be-, 
gan to find fault with our government, 
defpiling and condemning ail our cere- 
monies and regulations : but his great 
aim was, to peivevt pur youth, enticing 
them info all manner of liberties, and en*- 
deavourjng to make them believe, that 
there was no fuch thing as moral evil in 
nature ; that there was np harm in the 
greateft crimes, if they could hut evade 
the lawsandpuni/hments attending them . 
As I had endeavoured to create a confi- 
dence in fym, he curne to me one day, and 
fa id, that fince I was an European as 
well as himfelf, we might make our- 
ftlvtij men for ever, if I would join with 
bim » You fee,' fays he, < thefe men 
* cannot fights nay, will rather be k\\U 
t ed them lei res, than kill any one ejfe ; 
+ can't you mew me the way out of this 
~v, where we will get a fc-Qop of 
awe wel| armetf, *#4 co»« and 



* plunder all the country? We /hall get 
' immenfe riches, and make purfelve$ 
'. lords and mailers of all.' I heard hint 
with a great deal of attention, and an- 
fwered him, that I thought the project 
might eafily take, only Tor the horrid 
wickednefs of the facl j efpecially for us. 
two, who had received fuch favours from, 
the Pophar and his people : he, in his be- 
ing delivered from the greateft milery ; 
and myfelf, in having been freed from 
flavery, and made one of the chief men 
of the kingdom: that the aftfon would 
deferve to be branded with eternal in-, 
famy, and the blackeft ingratitudes 
befide the infinite villainies, injuftices, 
crimes, and deaths of innocent per* 
fons, who muft periih in the attempt ^ 
which would always ftare us in the. 
face, and torment us with never-ceaf. 
ing flings, of confeience till our death,. 
' Confeience!' lays he, « that's a jettj 
' a mere engine of pi ieftcraft ; all right 
€ is founded in power - r let us once get 
' that, and who will difpute our right? 
4 As for the injuftice of it, that's a merej 
' notion; diftin£tion of crimes, mere. 

* bigotry, and the efFeft of education, 

* ufhered in under the cloak of religion* 
1 Let us be but fuccefsful, and I'll aniwer; 
f for all your fcruples.' I told* bim, it 
was a matter not to be refolved on qn a 
fudden 5 and that I would confider on it. 
But I bidhimbefuretokeep bis matters, 
to himfelf. I went immediately to the Po- 
phar, and gave an account of what had 
paflcd. He was ftruck with horror at. 
the recital ; not' fq much for the confe- 
quences, as that human nature could be 
brought to fuch a raonftrous deformity. 
' If/ fays he, ' your.feuropeans are men. 
' of fuch principles, who would not fly 
' to the fur theft corner of the earth to 
' avoid their fociery? Or rather, who. 

* c; n be Aire of his life amopg fuch peo-. 

* pie? Whoever thinks it no greater 

' crime in itfeJf to kill me, than to kill * 
4 a fly, will certainly do it, if I ftand in 
« his way. If it w$re lawful,' conti- 
nued b*, ' by our conftkutions, to kill 
' this man, he deferves a thoufaud deaths 
< who makes it lawful to deftroy all the 

* world befioW I aniwered. that all 
the Europeans were not men of his prin- 
ciple^ nor even thofe of his. nation, who 
were generally the moir coropafijonatet 
a.p4bfft-^turedmjenin.tfeeworld t But 



w modern Free-thinkers, whofe principles tend to 
r fVthor ftewi incomparably well by and by. 
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tJjat he was of a pew fet of wretched 
. people, who called them (elves Deifts, 
2nd interiorly laughed at all religion and 
morality, looking upon them as mere en- 
gines of policy and prieftcraft. c In- 

* teriorly T fays he ; 'yes, and would cut 

* any man's throat exteriorly and actual - 
« Jy, if it were not for fear of the gallows, 
« Shut him up, v cried he, ' from all 

* commerce of meri , left hi s breath (hould 
9 infecl the whole world; or rather, let 

* us fend him back to his cave, to live 
c like a wild beaft ; where, if he is de- 
« voured by the favages, they do him no 
4 injury* on his own principles,* I re- 
presented to him, that we were juft on 
our journey back to Grand Cairo, where 
we mi^ht carry him blind -fold, that he 
(hould not know our way oyer the fands, 
and there give him, his liberty ; butthat we 
would (hut him up till then. This be- 
ing agreed on, I took a furHcient num- 
ber of men to feize b»m i and to do it 
without any mifchief, for he was as (tout 
as a lion, we contrived* to come upon him 
}n his bed, where we caught him with 
one of our young women* Three of 
our men fell upon him at once, and kept 
him down, while the reft tied his hands 
and legs, and carried him into a ftrong 
hold, whence it was impoflible for him 
to efcape. The woman was (hut up a- 
part, according to our laws. When he 
Found himfelf taken, he called me by the 
moft cruel names he could think on, as 
the moft wicked and treacherous villain 
that ever was, thus to betray him} and 
the truft he had put in me. * Yes,* 
fays I, * it is a crime to difcover your 

* fecrets, and no crime in you to fub- 
c vert the government, and let all man- 

* kind a cutting one another's throats, 
€ by your monftrous principles :* fo I 
}eft him for the prefent. Some time af- 
ter, I went to him, and told him, our 
council had decreed he (bouM be carried 
back from whence he came, and be de- 

' livered over to the favages, either to be 
devoured by them, or to defend himfelf 
fry. his principles, as well as he could* 
He cried out, fure we would npt be guilty 
pf fuch. horrid barbarity ! ' Barbarity V 
faid I, • that's a mere jeft : they will dp 

* ypu no injury;; if your flefli is a r3r 
c rity to them, when they have you in 

* their power, they have full right fo 

* make ufe of it\' He begged by all 
that was dear, we would not (lend him 
to the favages ; but rather k»H him on 
$hc. fpot, < Why f ' fays I, f you are 



' worfe than the greateft cannibals; be r 
c caufethey fpare their friends, and only 
c eat their enemies ; whereas your prin- 
' ciples fpare no body, and acknowledge 

* no tie in nature.* At length he own- 
ed himfelf in a miftake, and feemed to re- 
nounce his errors ; when I told him, if he 
would engage his moft folemn promife tp 
fuffer himfelf to be blind-folded, and be- 
have peaceably, we would carry him to a 
place where he might find an opportunity 
to return to his own country. * But/ 
fays I, ' what fignifies prom lies and en* 
c gagements in a man who laughs at all 
' obligations, and thinks it as juft and 

* lawful to break them, as to make 
' them?* No j he curfed himfelf with the 
moft dreadful imprecations, if, he werp 
not tractable i& all things we (hould 
command him. ' But, 1 fays he again, 
' won^t you deliver me back to the fa?. 

* vages? I anfwered in the fame tone-s- 

* Should we do you any wrong if we 
c did?* At length, to appeafe htm, I 
promifed him faithfully we would put 
him in a way to return into his own 
country : but bid him confider, if there 
were no fuch thing as right and wrongs 
what would become of the world, or what 
fecurity could there be in human life r 

In a few weeks, the time drew oip 
for our great journey to Grand Cairo, 
where I was in hopes of feeing my na- 
tive country once more. All things 
were now as good as ready; the Po- 
phar and myfelf had other defigns than 
ufual, and were in fome pain to think of 
leaving that once fo happy country. 
Though, as I faid, all tilings that cpufci 
make me happy, were buried with my 
dear Ifyphena. The Pophar had fome 
ferious thoughts of turning Chriftian: 
the evidences of our religion were fooa 
perceived by a perfon of his deep pene- 
tration ; though perfons of little learn- 
ing, and great vices, pretend they do not 
fee them. But, like a wife man, he was 
refolved to examine into it, in the places 
where it was exercifed in the greateft 
fplendor. We provided a good quantity 
of jewels, and ad much gold as we could 
well xarry, for our prefent cxpences at 
Grand Cairo, and eliewhere, in future 
exigencies. I went to my Deift in his, 
grotto, and threw him as much gold and 
jewels as were fufficient to glut his ava- 
rice, and make him happy in his brutal 
way of thinking. But I would not tvuft 
myfelf with him alone, fpr all his pro- 
mifes, as hyn lui fide cxprefied (till 
v didder 
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diffidence of trailing any body ; I fup- 

|>ofe, from the confcioufnefs of his own 

▼ile principles. Then I threw him a 

blinding-cap, which we had made for 

hiru, that he fhould not fee our way over 

the defarts. This cap was made like a 

head-piece, with breathing-places for his 

mouth and nofe, as well as to take in 

nourishment, opening at the back party 

and clafping with a fpring behind, that 

being once locked, he could not open it 

himielf. He put it on his head two or 

three times, before he durft venture to 

ciofe it. At length he clafped it, and 

be 'was, as blind as a beetle. We went 

to him and tied his hands, which he \tu 

us do quietly enough j but ftill begged 

us, that we would not betray him to the 

lavages. I bid him think once more, 

that now his own interior fenfe told him 

that to betray him would be a crime, by 

conference there was fuch a thing as 

evil. 

All things being in readinefs, we 
mounted our dromedaries. The Po- 
phar and all the reft kiflcd the ground 
as ufual : I did the fame ; out of refpeft 
to the place which contained the remains 
of my nevertoo much lamented Ifyphena, 
the afties of whofe heart are m the hol- 
low of the none, whereon is her picture. 
Not to mention the ceremonies of our 
taking leave, we were conducted in a 
mournful manner over the bridge, and 
launched once more into the ocean of 
fands and defarts which were before us. 
Our favage was on a dromedary which 
would follow the reft, but led by a cord 
fattened to one of them forfecurity. It 
ftumbled with him twice or thrice, and 
threw him off once, but without any 

treat hurt. But the fear'of breaking 
is neck put him into a great agony, 
and though he was as bold as a lion onother 
occafions, he was orodigioufly ftartled 
*t the thoughts of death. We arrived 
at Grand fcairo at the ufual period of 
time without any particular difafter. As 
foon as we were lettled, the Pophar or- 
dered me to fend the JDeift packing as 
foon as we could. * This brutal race,* 
fays he, ' next to the Cannibals, are the 
« fitted company for him.* I unlocked 
the blinding- helmet, and told him we 
had now fulfilled our promife ; that he . 
was at Grand Cairo, where he might 
find fome way or other to return into 
Europe; and, to convince him, carried 
him tp fome European merchants, who 
~' *"" pf the fame. delivering to 



him his gold and jewels, begged him tm 
reflect on his obligations to us, and the 
grateful acknowledgments due to our 
memory on that account : we had taken 
him from a miferable folitude, where he 
lived more like a wild beaft than a man $ 
and where he was in danger of being » 
found and devoured by the cannibals : 
we had brought him into one of the hap. 
fieft countries in the world, if he would 
but have conformed to it's laws; and 
now had given him his liberty to go 
where he pleafed, with riches fufficient 
to make him eafy, and benefits to make 
him. grateful all his life. I then took 
my leave of him . But to our forrow we 
had not done with him yet. As foon as 
the Pophar and the reft had performed 
the ceremony of vifiting the tombs of 
their anceftors, or rather the places where 
the tombs had been, the good old man 
and myfelf began to think of meafures 
for our journey into Italy. He ordered 
his people to ftay at Grand Cairo till the 
next annual caravan; and in cafe he did 
not return by that time, they were to go . 
home, and he would take the opportu- 
nity of the then next following caravan, 
becaufe he was upon bufinefs that nearly 
concerned him. We had agreed with a 
mafter of a fhip to carry us to Venice, 
which, as I had the honour to acquaint 
your Reverences before, was a French 
Jhip, commanded by Monfieur Godart. 
We had fixed the day to go on board, 
when, behold ! our favage, at the head 
of a band of Turks, came and feized 
every one of us, in the name of the great 
Bafla. By great good fortune, while I 
ftaid at Grand Cairo, I had the grateful 
curiofiry to inform myfelf what was be- 
come of the former BaflVs daughter we 
left there five and twenty years ago. 
The people told me, the daughter was 
married to the Grand Sultan, and was 
now fultanefs, mother to the prefent ful- 
tan, and regent of the empire ; adding, 
that her brother was their prefent great 
Bafla. This lucky information laved 
all our lives and liberties. We were 
carried prifoners before the great BalTa, 
the faithlefs favage accufing us of crimes 
agai nft the ftate ; that we were immenfe- 
ly rich, (a crime of itfelf fufficient to 
condemn us) and could make a difco- 
very of a country of vaft advantage to 
the Grand Signior. To be fhort, we 
"had all been put to the torture, had not 
I begged leave to fpeak a word or two \ 
in private to the great Bafla. There I 

teW 



GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA. 



95 



told him who I was; that I was the 
perfon who had feved his filter's (the 
now emprefs) life ; and, to convince 
him, told him all the circumftances ex- 
cept that of her love, though ne had 
heard fome thing of that too : I (hewed 
him the ring fhe had given me for a re^ 
membrance, (which he alfo remembered) 
adding, that we were innocent men, who 
lived honeftly, according to our own laws, 
coming there to traffick, like other mer- 
chants, and had been traduced by one of 
the greateft villains upon earth. In a 
word, this not only got us off, and pro- 
cured us an ample pafTport from the 
great Balla for our further voyage ; but 
he alfo ordered the informing wretch to 
be feized, and fent to the galleys for life. 
He offered to turn Turk, if they would 
fpare him. But being apprized of his 
principles, they faid he would be a dif- 
grace to their religion j and ordered him 
away immediately. .Upon which, fee- 
ing there was no mercy, being grown 
mad with rage and defpair, before they 
could feize his hands, he drew out a 
piftol, and fhot himfelf through the 
head; not being able to find a worfe 
hand than his own. The Pophar, good 
man ! bore thefe misfortunes with won- 
derful patience, though he aifured me his 
greateft grief was, to fee human nature 
io far corrupted, as it was in that im- 
pious wretch, who could t<hink the moil 
horrid crimes were not worth the notice 
of the fupreme Governor of the uni- 
verfe. c But we fee,* fays he, « that 
' Providence can make the wicked them - 

* felves the inftruntents of it's juft ven- 

* geance : for can any thing be fo great 
' a blot upon human nature, as to be 
' it's own deftroyer, when the very brutes 
« will ftruggle for life till the laft gafp ?' 
However, he was uneafy till he had left 
that hateful place. Befides, there were 
fome figns of the plague breaking out ; 
fo we went down to Alexandria as faft 
as we could : and to encourage Monfieur 
Godart, 4 he made him a prefent before- 
hand of a diamond of a confiderable 
value. We fet fail for Candy, where 
Monfieur Godart was to touch, the 16th 
day of Auguft, Anno 1712. But, 
alas ! whether thefe troubles, or not be- 
ing ufed to the fea, or fome infection of 
the plague he had caught at Grand 
Cairo, or all together, is uncertain ; but 
that great good man fell fo dangeroufly 
ill, that we thought we mould fcarce get 
him to Candy. He aifured me by the 



knowledge he had of himfelf and nature* 
that his time was come. We put in at 
the firft creek, where the land air a little 
refreftied him; but it was a fallacious 
crifis, for in a few days all of us per- 
ceived his end draw near. Then he told 
me he was refolved to be baptized, and 
die in the Chriftian faith. I got hitn 
inftructed by a reverend prieft belonging 
to Monfieur Godart; his name was 
Moniieur Le GreHe, whom I had for- 
merly known when he was a ftudent in 
the college for foreign millions; and, 
what was the only comfort I had now 
left, I faw him baptized, and yield up 
the ghoft with a courage becoming the 
greateft hero, and the beft *f men. 
This was the greateft affliction I ever 
had in my whole life, after the death of 
his daughter. He left me all his efteds, 
which were fufficient to make me happy 
in this life, if riches could procure hap- 
pineis. 

We had fome day9 to day, before 
Monfieur Godart could make an end of 
his bufmefs. I was walking in a me- 
lancholy podure along the fea-ihore, and 
reflecting on the adventures of my paft 
life, occafioned by thofe very waters 
whereon I was looking, when I came, or 
rather my feet carried me, to a hanging 
rock, on the fide of the ifland, juft on the 
edge of the fea, and where there was 
fcarce room enough for two or three per- 
fons to ftand privately under covert, very - 
difficult to be difcerned; where going to 
fit down and indulge my melancholy 
thoughts, I efpied a Turk and two wo- 
men, as if concealed under the rack; my 
own troubles not allowing me the cu- 
riofity to pry into other people's con- 
cerns, made me turn ftiort back again: 
but the elder of the two women, who 
was miftrefs of the other, feeing by my 
drefs, that I was a ftranger and a Chrif^ 
tian, (being now in that habit) came 
running to me, and falling on her knees, 
laid hold of mine, and begged me to take 
pity on a diftrefied woman, who expected 
every moment to be butchered by one of 
the moft inhuman villains living, from 
whofe violence they had fled and hid them- 
felves in that place, in expectation of 
finding a boat to convey them off. I lifted 
her up, and thought I faw fomething in 
her face I had feen before, though much 
altered by years and troubles. \ She did 
the fame by mc, and at length cried out 
— c O heavens ! it can't be the man I 
* hope 1 / I remembered confufedlyfonv 



thing of the voice, as well as the face; 
and after a deal of aftonifhment, found 
it was the Curdilh lady, who had faved 
my life from the pirate Harriets. ' Oh!' 
fays (he, * I have juft time enough to tell 

* ye, that we expect to be purfued by 
' that inhuman wretch, unlefs you can 

* find a boat to carry us off before he 

* finds us, otherwife we muft fall a fa- 

* crifice to his cruelty.* I never ftaid to 
corifider confequences,but anfwered pre- 
cipitately, that I would do my beft; fo 
fan back to the {hip as fall as I could, 
and with the help of the firft man, brought 
the boat to the rock. I was juit getting 
out to take hold of her hand, when we 
heard feme men coming ru filing In. be- 
hind us, and one of them cried—' Hold, 

* villain; that wicked woman (han't 

* efcapefo;* and fires apiftol, which mif- 
fing thelady> (hot the man attending her, 
into the belly, fo that he fell down pre- 
fbitly, though not quite dead, 1 had 
provided mylelf with a Turkim fcymi- 
iar, and a cafe of piftois, under my fa(h, 
for my defence on (hip- board ; I faw 
there was no time to deliberate, fo I fired 
directly at them, for they were three, and 
had the good luck to drop one of them. 
But Harriets, as 1 found afterwards, 
minding nothing but his revenge on the 
woman, fired again, and miffing the lady 
a fecond time, mot her maid through the 
arm, and was drawing his fcymitar to 
cleave her down, when I ftept in before 
the lady, but (hooting with too much 
precipitancy, the bullets parted under his 
arm, and lodged in the body of his fe- 
cond) he (larted back at the fire fo near 
him, which gave me time to draw my 
fcymitar. Being now upon equal terms, 
he retired two or three paces, and cried— 

* Who art thoii, that ventured thy life 
c fo boldly for this wicked woman ?* I 
knew his voice perfectly well, neither 
was he fo much altered as the ladv. ' I 
4 am the man/ faid I, ' whofe lire thou 
' would ft have taken, but this lady faved 

* it, whofe caufe I (hall now revenge as 
' well asmyown, and my dear brother's/ 
We made no more words, but fell to it 
with our fcymitars, with all our might j 
he was a brave ftout man, and let me lee 
I fliould have work enough to hew him 
down. After feveral attacks, he gave me 
a conliderabie wound on my arm, and I 
cut him a-crofs the check a pretty large 
gafh, but not to endanger his life; at 
length the iuftice of rnv caule would heve 

*»w ftinVmg yflf his turban at one 
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ftrbke, and with another falling on nfs 
barehead, lent him quite into the brains, 
that fbcrie of them fpurted on my fcymi- 
tar. He fell down, as I thougnt, quite 
dead, but after fome time, he gave a 
groan, and uttered thefe words—' Ma- 

* hornet, thou art juft; I killed this wo* 

* man's huiband, and (he has been the 

* occafionof mydeath.* With theft words, 
he gave up the ghoft. By this time, the 
lady's attendant was dead; fo I took the 
lady apd her woman, without flaying, for 
fear of farther difficulties, and putting 
them into the boat, conducted them to 
the (hip. Monfieur Oodart was extremely 
troubled at the accident, faying we mould 
have all the ifland upon us, and made 
great difficulty to receive the lady ; but 
upon a juft reprefentation of the cafe, 
and an abundant recompence for his 
effects left behind, we got him to take 
her in, and hotft fail for Venice as faftas 
we could. The lady had now time to 
thank me for her delivery, and I to con- 
gratulate my happy fortune in being able 
to make a return for her faving my life. 
During our paffage, I begged her to give 
us the niftory of her fortunes fmce I left 
her, which I prognofticated then could 
not be very happy, coftfidering the .hands 
(he had fallen into. Says (he — ' You 
*' remember I made a promifeto Harriets, 
s that I would marry him on condition 

* he would fave your life.*-*-* Yes, Ma- 

* dam,* faid Ij * and am ready to vert- 
' ture mine once more in return for fo 
' great a benefit.* — * You have done 
' enough,* fays (he ; and with that ac- 
quainted us, that when I was fold off to 
the ftrarige merchants, Hamets carried 
her to Algiers, and claimed her promife. 

I was entirely ignorant,* fays (he, ' of 
his having a hand in the death of my 
dear lord; but, on the contrary, the vil- 
lain had contrived his wickedneis fo 
cunningly, that I thought he had ge- 
ncroufly ventured his own life to five 
his; and being, as you know, a very 
handfome man, of no very infer tea* 
rank,and expreffing the moft ardent love 
for my peffon, and I having no hopes 
of returning into my own country, ful- 
' filled my promife made on your ac- 
' count, and married him. We lived 
contentedly enough together for fome 
years, bating that we had no children, 
till his conftant companion, who* was 
the man attending me at the rock, 
and was killed by that villain, fell oi)t 
about a fair (lave which Omar (fo he 

* wa» 
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was called) had bought, or taken pri- 
foner in fomeof their piracies . Harriets, 
as well as he, fell in love with her, and 
would have taken her for his concu- 
bine, but the other concealed her from 
'him. They had like to have fought 
about it. Hamets vowed revenge : the 
other, who was the honefter man of 
the two, was advifed to be upon his 
guard, and to deliver the woman to him ; 
which he never would confent to, but 
was refolved to run all rifques, rather 
than the young lady fhould fuffer any 
difhonour. In the mean time, her 
friends, who were rich people of Cir-. 
caflia, hearing where fhe was, made in- 
tereft to have her ranfomed, and taken 
from both of them , by the authority of 
the Dey of Algiers, who was other- 
wife no friend to Hamets. This laft 
had been informed, that Omar, be- 
caufe he could not enjoy her himfclf, 
contrived to have her ranfomed from 
his rival, and I myfelf had a hand in 
the affair, for which he threatened re- 
venge on both of us j and being alfo 
difgufted with the Dey, he gave orders 
' to have his fhips ready to remove and 
follow his trade of piracy. Then 
Omar informed me how Hamets had 
murdered my nYft hufband, by hiring 
the Arabians to do it, while he pretend- 
ed to defend him, to avoid my fufpi- 
cions, with fucb circumftances of the 
fa6t, that I law the truth was too clear. 
The horror and deteftation I was in is 
not to be exprefTed, both againft Ha- 
mets, and again ft myfelf, for marrying 
fuch a monitor. Omar added, that he 
was certainly informed , that as foon as 
he had us out at fea, he would make 
away with us both; and told me, if I 
would truft myfelf with him, he would 
undertake to carry me off in a boat, and 
conduct me into my own country. I 
was refolved to fly to the fartherr end 
of the earthy to avoid his loathed light j 
fo refolved to pack up ourmbft precious 
things, and go along with him. He 
procured a boat to meet us, at a little 
creek of the ifland, by a perfon he 
thought he could confide in j but who 
betrayed the whole affair to Hamets: 
of which alfo we had timely notice, and 
removing from the ftation where we ex- 
pected tiic boat, fled along the coaft 
as privately as we could, and hid our- 
felves under the rock where you found 
us, expecting either to find fome fa- 
vourable occaiioxi to be carried off, or 



' to die by the hand of Hamets, which 
' we certainly had done, had not he met 
c with his juftdeath by yours.' The lady 
had fcarce given us this fhort account of 
her misfortunes, and we were not only 
congratulating her for her deliverance, 
but admiring the juftice of Providence, 
which reached this villain, both to bring 
him to condign punifbment for the mur- 
der of the innocent Curd, and make him 
die by my hand, five and twenty years 
after he hr.d robbed and killed my bro-» 
ther with all his crew, fold me for a flave, 
and attempted to kill me alfo, had not 
the Grange lady faved my life : I fay, we 
were making fuch like reflexions on this 
ftrange accident, when they told us from 
above, two veffels fecmed to come full 
fail upon us, as if they were purging us 
with all their might. We made all the 
fail we could, but our fhip being pretty ■ 
heavily loaded, we faw we mult be over- 
taken. Sortie of us were refolved to fight 
it out to the laft, in cafe they were ene- 
mies. But Mcnfieur Godart would not 
confent to it, faying theBaffa's^aflport 
would fecure us, or byyielding peaceably 
we migl:t be ranfomed. They came up 
to us in a fhort time, and fainted. us with 
a volley of (hot, to mew what we were to 
truft to. We ftruck our fails, and let them 
board us without any refinance. Mon- 
fieur Godart, with too mean a fpirit, as 
I thought, fold them with cap in hand, 
that he would give them any fatisfaclion, 
and affured them he would not willingly 
fall out with the fubje&s of the Grand 
Signior. They feized every man of us, and 
fpying the lady and" me — ' There they 

* are,' faid they; * the adnlterefs and her 
1 lover with the fpcils of her murdered 
' hufband/ Which words fhewing they 
were Turks in purfuit of us from Candy, 
quite confounded Monlieur Godart at 
once, and made me imagine I mould 
have much ado to find any qunrter. They 
hauled us upon deck, making (hew, as 
if they were going to cut off my head. I 
never thought myfelf fo nigh death be- 
fore; but had the prefence of mind to cry 
out in the hearing of the whole crew, that 
we were fervants of the Grand Sultanefs; 
and produced the paffport of the great 

' Baffa her brother, charging them on their 
peril not to touch us. This ftopt their 
fury a little : fome cried out—' Hold, 
' have a care wHat you do ; others cried 
— ' Kill them ail, for robbers and mur- 

* derers; the Sultanefs will never protect 

* fuch villains a»thefe.' When the hurly- 

N burly 
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burly was fbmething appealed, Monfieur 
Gcxlart reafoned the cafe with them, and 
told them, if they murdered us, they 
could never conceal it, fince all the crew 
of the three (hips heard our appeal to the 
Sultanefs's mother, the paflport fetting 
forth, among other things, that I had 
faved the life of the Grand Sultanefs. 
This broueht them to a demur. The 
chief of them began to confult among 
them fel ves what was belt to be done j when 
I, begging leave to fpeak, told them, if 
they would carry us to Conftantinople, 
we would willingly fubmit our lives, and 
all that belonged to us, in cafe the Sul- 
tanefs did not own the facl, and take us 
into her protection : that, in cafe they put 
us to death, fome one or other in fucn a 
number, would certainly inform againft 
them,' the Confcquences of which they 
knew very well. I touched alio, but ten- 
derly, on the death of Harriets, and our 
innocence. The firft part of my fpcech 
made them pals over the other. They dc - 
murred again, and at length refolved to 
cany us to Conftantinople, and uroceed 
againft us by way of juftice, notaoubt- 
ing to make good prize of us, on account 
of our being Chriftians. Thus was our 
journey to Venice interrupted for fome 
time by this accident. When we came 
to the port, Monfieur Godart got leave 
to fend our cafe to Monfieur Savigni, the 
French refidtnt; who found means to re- 
prefent to the Sultanefs*s mother, that 
there was a ftranger in chains, who pi e- 
tended to be the perfon who had faved her 
life when (he was at Grand' Cairo, and 
would give her proofs of it, if he could 
be admitted to her highnefs's prefence. 
JL would not fend the ring (he gave me, 
for fear of accidents. The Sultanefs gave 
orders immediately, I mould be brought 
to her prefence, faying, fhe could eaiily 
.know^the peifon, for all it was fo long 
before. I put on the lame kind of drels 
I was in, when (lie firft law me, which, 
if your Reverences remember, was the 
travelling cjrefs of the Mezoranians. 
When I was brought into her prefence, 
I fcarce knew her, being advanced to a 
. middle age, and in the attire of the Grand 
Sultanefs : (he looked at me with a great 
deal of emotion, and bid me approach 
% nigher. I immediately fell on my knees, 
and holding the ring.m my hand which 
(he gave me at parting, as if I were mak- 
ing a prelent of it*— ' Madam,* fa id I, 
.* behold a (lave, who had the honour to 
* lave your highnds's life, and now begs 
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' his own, and that of his companion?? 

* and molt humbly requefts your high- 

* nefs to accept of this jewel, as a token 
' of our laft diftiefs.' Inltead of an- 
fweringme, which put me in great pain, 
as doubting whether I was right or not, 
(he turned to her nigheft attendants, and 
faid, in a pretty fofi voice — * 'Tis he 5 I 

* know him by his voice, as well asdrefs:* 
and rifing oft her feat, came and took 
the ring. Then looking attentively at it 
— ' Yes, Sir,' faid (he, ' I own the ring 
' and bearer, and acknowledgeyou to be 
' the perfon *ho faved my lire, r or which 

* reafon I give you yours, and all that 

* belongs to youj forbidding all, under 

* pain of death, to give you the leaft 
' trouble;* and withal ordered a very rich 
Turki(h robe to be thrown over my moul- 
ders, as a fign of her favour- Imme- 
diate orders were fent to the port, to 
fet Monfieur Godart and all his crew at 
liberty, and to feaft us as particular 
friends of the Grand Sultanefs. The 
company being dilmifTed, (he made a (ign 
for me to ftay, having further bufinefs 
with me. When all were gone but two 
of her chief favourite women, (he came 
to me without any ceremony, and taking 
me in her arms, as if I had been- her 
brother, embraced me with a great deal 
of tendeinefs; her joy to fee me making 
her lay afide her grandeur, and yield to 
the tranfports of undiiguiied nature. She 
led me by the hand into a mod magni- 
ficent apartment, faying — c Come, Sig- 

* nor Gaudentib, for fo I think you are 
' called j after you have refreflied your- 
c felf,you (halltell me your adventures.' 
She made no fcruple to fit down with 
me, being now not only rhiftrefs of her- 
felf, but of the whole Ottoman empire, 
as well as fare of her attendants. We 
had a refrefh'ment of all the rarities of 
the eaft, with the richeft wines for me, 
though (he drank none herfelf. * I long 
1 to hear your adventures,* continued 
(he, * of fo many years abfenct.' So I 
told her, in (hort, how I was carried by 
that ftrange merchant into an unknown 
country, without telling her the way we 
went thither, where I had married the 
regent's daughter. She blufhed a little at 
that part, and (hewed the remains of all 
her former beauty. But it put me in mind 
of my own indifcretion to touch on fuch 
a nice point. She pafled it off with a 
great deal of goodnefs ; and, recovering 
myfelf, I continued to acquaint her of 
the reafons of my return, as well as how 

1 was 
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t was taken by Harness the firft time, 
which ihe had not been acquainted with 
before; and, laftiy, how I met with the 
feme Hamets again, lulled him, and by 
that means came into that misfortune. 

* I called it then a misfortune!' faid I, 

* but look upon k now to be one of my 

* greateft happineflfes ; fince by that oc- 
' caiion, I have tlie honour of feeing 

* yourhighnefs in that dignity of which 

* you are the moft worthy of any one in 
4 all the Ottoman ompire.* Shefeemedto 
be in admiration at the courfe of my life, 
and added—* X think, Sign or, you faid 

* you were married} is your fpoul'e with 

* you ?* — * No, Madam,' faid I : * alas! 

* (he is dead, and all my children; and I 
4 am goingto retire, and lead a private life 
' in my native country.* With thefe and 
other difcourfes we paflfed the greateft: 
part of the day, when ihe bid me go back 
to the (hip in publick, attended with all 
the marks of her high favours; but /he 
laid ihe would fend for me privately in 
the evening; • For,* added (he, * I have a 

* thoufand other things to a Ik you.* 
Accordingly I was introduced privately 
into the feragho; which (he, being Sul- 
tanefs regent, could ealily do. There (he 
entirely laid afide her grandeur. We 
talked all former pafiages over again, 
with the freedom of friends and old 
acquaintances. In our converfation, I 
found (he was a woman of prodigious 
depth of judgment, as indeed her wad- 
ing through fo many difficulties, at- 
tending the inconstancy of the Otto- 
man court, particularly the regency, 
evidently (hewed. I made bold to afk 
her, how (he arrived at that dignity, 
though (he was the only perfon in the 
world that deferved it; and took the li- 
berty to fay in a familiar way, that I be- 
lieved her highnefs was now fenfible of 
the ftyvicel did her, in refilling to com- 
ply with her former demands, fince the 
fates had rtferved her to be the greateft 
emptefs in the world, not the con fort of 
a wandering (lave. Had I not been en- 
tirely a flared of hergoodnefs, I mould not 
fcave dared to have touched on that head. 
$heblufhed with a little confufion at firft, 
but putting it off with a grave air— * 

* Grandeur,* fays ihe, * does not always 
' make people happy. Ten thoufand 
f cares attend a crown; but the indif- 

* ference I have for all th i ngs makes mrns 

* (it eaiier than it might have doneother- 

* wile. It is true,* continued (he, ' that 
f young people very feldora. ice their own 



good, and oftentimes run into fuch er- 
rors, by the violence of their paflions, 
as not only deprive them ot greater 
bleflings, but render their misfortunes 
irretrievable. Some time after you 
were gone, my father the Grand Bafta 
was accufed, by fome underhand ene- 
mies, of mal-admini illation, a thing 
too frequent in our court, and privately 
condemned to be ftranglcd. But hav- 
ing fome trufty friends at the Porte, he 
had notice of it, before the orders 
came : he immediately departed from 
Grand Cairo, and look a round-about 
way towards Conftantinople, to pre- 
vent, as the way is, the execution of 
them. Ke fent me before to prepare 
matters, and to intercede with the young 
Sultan, my late deceafed lord, for his 
life, leaving word where I might let 
him knpw of the fuccefs of my inter- 
ceffion. I prefented myfelf before the 
Sultan with that modelf allurance, 
which my innocence, my youth, and 
grief for my father's danger, gave me. 
I fell down on my knees, and with a 
nWd of tears, begged my father's life. 
The Sultan looked at me with fome 
amazement; and, whatever it was he 
faw in my face, not only granted my 
requett, and confirmed my father in his 
former poft, but made a profelfian of 
love to my perfon, and even cominued 
it with more conftancy than I tlio ght 
a grand Sultan capable of, having: ib 
many exquifite beau its to divert him, 
as they genernlly have. I contented, 
to lave my father's life; and whether 
the inditfeiency I had for ail men 
made him mote eager, I cannot tell ; 
but I found I was the chief in his fa- 
vour. He had fome other mhtref.es 
now and then, of ▼•hrm he as vuy 
fond. But never te.»zng him, nor 
fretting myfelf about it, 1 cafdy found 
I continued to have the i'olid put of his 
friend(l)ip; and bringing hjm the firft 
male chi|d, the prefent emptror, I be- 
came chief Sultanefs; and by his death, 
and the minority of my fon, am now 
regent; by which I am capable of ren- 
dering you all the fcrvice the Ottoman 
empire can perform, which I civean 
? one qf t{K* happieft events of my lite.* 
I returned her the moll profound how, 
and humble thanks a heirt full of t.ie 
moft lively fenle of gratitude could pi o- 
fefs." She ofFeied me the firft poft ol the 
Ottpman empire, if I would but btcoir.e 
a Muffulman, or only fo in appeu:- 

'K * an- 



1 00 



GAUDENTIO DI LUCCA. 



ance. ' Or if/ faid (he, * you had rather 
' be nigh me, you (hall be the chief of- 
■ ficer of my houthold. I have had af T 
' furnnce enough/ added (he, * that 
' neither your inclinations nor principles 
' can be forced ; neither will I endeavour 

* to do it, but leave y< u as lmich at 
' your liberty as your ger/erous mailer 

* did^ when he bought you of Hamets.' 
I exprefled all the grateful acknowledg- 
ments poflible for lb generous an offer j 
but aflured her, with an air that even ex- 
prefled forrow for the refufal, that I lay 
under religious obligations, which bound 
me indifpenfably ' to return into my 
own country. She was become now as 
much miihefs of her inclinations, as fhe 
had acquired-prudence and experience by 
the long command (he had over her huf- 
band's heart, and the whole Ottoman 
empire. So after a month's day,' (he let 
me go, with all the marks of honour her 
dignity would fuffer her to exprels. She 
would have punifhed the perfons that 
took us, but I interceded for them. 
Monfieur Godart, who was well reward- 
ed for the lofs of his time and confine- 
ment, can teftify the truth of this hiitory. 
The laft words (he faid to me, were, to 
bid me remember, that a Turk and a 
woman were capable of generous grati- 
tude and honour, as well as Chriftians. 
So we fet fail for Venice. 

[Secretary. Here one of the inquifitors 
came in with a gold medal in his hand, 
and turning to the examinate, faid— 

* Signor Gaudentio, I believe you have 
' found a relation in Italy, as well as 

* in Africa, and one of the fame na- 
' tion with your mother. It is the 
' Perfian lady you brought with you, 

* whom we fecured at the fame time 

* we did you j but would not let you 
' know it, till we could procure intel- 
' ligence from Venice, .and a perfon 

* who could fpeak u«e Perfian lan- 

* guage. We 6wn we find her in the 
' fame (lory with you, and nothing 

. ' material aga.inlt you from Venice. 
' Upon the examining her effects, we 

* found this medal of the fame make 
' with yours, by which you knew who 
€ your mother was She fays it was 

* about her neck, when (he was fold 

* to the Perfian merchant. But fi nee 
' we (hall give you both your liber - 
« ties in a (hort time, (lie (hall l?e 
4 brojght unto you, and we give you 

* leave to fay what^ou will to her, with 



* the interpreter by / Upon this thelady 
was introduced, with her maid and the 
interpreter. As foon as (he faw oup 
examinate in good health, and feem- 
ingly at liberty, a joyfulferenity fpread 
itfelf over her countenance, i'uch as we* 
had not feen before* Our examinate 
afked her, to be pleafed to give an acJ 
•count of her life, as far as (he thought 
proper, and how {he came by that 
medal. 
Lady. 'All I know of myfelf/ faid 
(he, c is, that the noble Curd, who 
bought me of a Perfian merchant for 
a companion for his only daughter, 
about my own age, whom he thought 
I refembled very much, often de- 
clared to me, mat the merchant 
bought me of a Turkifh woman; 
who left that medal about my neck* 
fuppofing it to be fome charm or 
prefervative againft diiiempers, or 
becaufe a fifterof mine had the fame 
fattened about her neck, with a gold 
chain, which could not be taken off 
without breaking; but who, or where 
the fitter was, I never knew. The 
noble Curdifh lord, who bought me, 
grew prodigious fond of me, and 
bred me up as another daughter; and 
not only fo, but having an only (on, 
fomething older thanmyfelf, he con- 
nived at a growing loveheperceived 
between his fon and myfelr; which, 
after fome difficulties on both fides^ 
at length came to a marriage; though 
it coft my generous benefactor and 
father-in-law his life. For another 
young lord of Curdiftan, falling in 
love with me, often challenged Prince 
Cali (that was my dear hufband'a 
name) to- decide their preteniions by 
the fword, which I had always for- 
bid him to do; faying, that man 
(hould never be my hufband who ex~ 
pofed my reputation by a duel; fmce 
the world would never believe, that 
any man would expofe his life for a 
woman, unlefs there had been fome 
encouragement given on both fides ; 
■whereas I never gave the lealt to any 
but Prince Cali. However, the 
other met him one day, and attack- 
ed him fo furioufly, that PrincesCali 
was forced to kill him in his own 
1 defence, making a thoufand prd- 
"* teftations, that he had almoft fuffef- 
ed himfeif to be killed, rather than 
to difobey my orders. But the fa- 
ther of the prince who was (lain, 

« with 
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* with a company of aftaflins, laid an Reverences confideratlom It happened 

* ambufcade for Prince Cali and his to be the carnival time during our ftay 

* father, in which this latter was killed, at Venice. Curiofity led me, as well at 

* and raoft of his train. But by the a great many other Grangers of the firft 

* valour of his fon, and two of his rank, to fee the nature of it. I put on 

* companions, the chief aflaffins were my' Mezoranian habit, fpangled witk 

* laid dead on the fpot, and the reft funs of gold n and the fillet-crown on my 

* put to flight. But Prince Cali, after head, adorned with feveral jewels of very 

* the death of his father, fearing fuf- great value, which I believe was the moft 
4 ther treachery of that nature, pre- remarkable and magnificent drefs of any 

* fently after we were married, re- there. I went unmafqued, being allured 

* moved to another part of the king- my face and perfon were unknown to all 

* dom, from whence being fent on a that world. Everyone's eyes were np- 

* commiftion by his king, he was in- on me. Several of the mafqueradecg 

* humanly murdered by the barbarous came up to me, and talked to me, parti- 

* Hamets. This U the fum of my un- cularly the ladies. They fpoke. to me 
4 fortunate life, till I had the good in feveral languages, as Latin/French* 
' fortune to fave yours.* Italian, Spanifh, High Dutch, &c I 

Secretary, We permitted the nephew and anfwered them all in the Mezorania* 

the aunt (for fo they were found to be language, which feemed as ftrange to 

by the medal) to embrace one another; them as my drefs. Some of them fpoke 

Signor Gaudentio afluring her, that to me in the Turki(h and Perfian lan- 

by all appearance he was the fon of her guages, in Lingua Franca, and fome ut 

filler and the mother's filter fhat was an Indian language I really did not un- 

loft, and both of them preferved to derftand. I anfwered them ft ill in the 

fave each other's life. The lady then Mezoranian, of which no body knew 

declared, ftie would turn Chriftian, one word. Two ladies particularly* 

fince her misfortunes were come to that very richly dreffed, followed me wherever 

I>eriod; and that ftie was refolved to I went. The one, as it proved after-* 

eave the world, and retire into fome wards, was Favilla, the celebrated cour- 

of our monafteries. We puther among rezan, in the richeft drefs of all the rom- 

the nuns of our order, where ftie pro- pany; the other was the lady who was 

mifes to be a fignal example of virtue with me when I was taken up, and who 

and piety. The Inquifitors ordered was the occafion of my iettling at Bo«- 

the examinate to give them the re- logna; I mean the true occafion, fori 

maining part of his life, which, in all will conceal nothing from your Reve* 

appearance, if they found his ftory to rences. Notwithstanding their diligence, 

agree with their informations, might I got away unknown at that time. The 

purchafe him his liberty. Upon which next time I came, I appeared in the fame 

Gaudentio proceeded as follows.] drefs, but with richer jewels. I had more 

eyes upon me now than before. The 

I was telling your Reverences, that at courtezan purfuedme again in a different, 

length we fet fail from the Porte, and but richer drefs than the former. An 

fleered our courfe directly for Venice, length ftie got me by myfelf, and pul- 

where we happily arrived, without any ling off her mafque, (hewed me a won- 

confiderable accident, the ioth of De- derful pretty face, only there was too 

cember 1712. I do not queftion but fierce an afturance in it. She cried in 

your Reverences are already informed, Italian—* O Signor, you are not fo ig- 

that fiich perfons did arrive at Venice * norant of our language, as you would 

about that time. MonfieurGodart is well ' feem to be! you can fpeak Italian and 

known to feveral merchants, and fome ' French too : though we do not know 

of the fenators of that famous city, ' who you are, we have learnt you ace 

whom he informed of what he law with ' a man of honour. If you would not 

his own eyes. But there were fome par- ' under ft and our words, you may ua- 

ticular paffages, unknown to your Re- c derftand a face, which. very great per- 

verencet, wherein I had like to have * fonages have been glad to look atj* 

made a ihipwreck of my life, after fo and with that put on one of the raoft en- 

jnany dangers 3 as I did here of my li- fnaring airs I ever faw. I do not doubt 

berry; though I do not complain, but but your Reverences have heard of that 

only reprefent my hard fortune to your famous courtezan, and how. the greats 

n 
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man in Venice was once her (lave. I 
was juft going to anfwer her, when the 
other lady came up, and pulling off her 
mafk alio* faid almoft the fame things, 
but with a modefty more graceful than 
ber beauty, which was mod exquifite, 
and the likeft the incomparable Ifyphena 
I ever faw. I made them both a molt 
refpectfu) bow, and told them, that it 
bad been much fafer for me if I had 
Kept myfetf" (till unknown, and never 
feen fuch dangerous charms, I pro- 
nounced thefe words with an air that 
Jbewed that I was more pleafed with 
the modefty of the laft lady than the 
commanding affurance of the firft. The 
courtezan, though a little nettled at the 
preference fhe thought I gave the other, 
put on a more ferious air, and faid the 
bad been informed there was fomethiiig 
very extraordinary in my character, and 
ftjould be glad to hear more of it by 
berii.lt" i that her name was Fa villa, and 
that me lived in fuch a ftreet, where I 
Jbould find her houfe remarkable enough. 
The Boiognian lady, whom your Re- 
verences knew very well, and who was 
then at Venice on account of the death 
of her uncle, one of the fenators, who 
bad left her all his effects, faid modeftly, 
if, were I to favour her with a vifit, as 
fhe had been informed that I was a 
learned man and a virtuofo, being in- 
clined that way herfelf, (he fhould be 
glad of an hour's converfation with me 
on that fubjeel, telling me her name and 
where (he lived ; adding, if I would in- 
form myfelf of her character, I need not 
be a(hamed of her acquaintance. ' Nor, 
* I hope, of mine, Madam,' fays the 
other, thinking (he had been reflected on 
by that word. It was Monfieur Godart, 
who, with a levity peculiar to his nation, 
bad made the difcovery who I was, 
though he knew nothing of me but what 
paffed fince I came from Grand Cairo. 
I was gorng to reply to the ladies, when 
company came up and broke off the dif- 
eourie ♦, I was refolved to fee neither of 
them, and would go no more to the af- 
(bmbly, though, almoft unavoidably, I 
few both afterwards. I enquired into 
Favilla's character, though I fcarce 
doubted of it by what I faw and heard, 
and was informed that (he was an im- 
perious courtezan, who had en (laved fe- 
veral perfons of the firft rank, of different 
nations, and enriched herfelf by their 
fpoils ; this determined me not to fee her : 
but ,as Monfieur Godart and my felf were 



walking to fee the town, he brought me, 
either induftrioufly or accidentally, by 
her door; fhe was fitting at the window 
of one of the molt magnificent palaces 
in Venice, (fuch fpoils had fhe reaped 
from her bewitched lovers.) As foon 
as fhe efpied me, (lie fent a fervant to tell 
me, that that lady would fpeak with-me. 
I made fome difficulty, but Monfieur 
Godart told me, a man of honour could 
not refute fuch a favour as that; fo I 
went in, and Monfieur Godart with me* 
The lady received me with a moft 
charming agreeable air, much different 
from her former affurance, and conduct- 
ed me into a moft magnificent apart- 
ment, leaving Monfieur Godart enter- 
taining a V€iy pretty lady, her com- 
panion. Not to detain your Reverences 
too long, when I would not underftand 
what fhe meant, fhe offered me mar- 
riage, with the inheritance of all her ef- 
fects. I was put to the laft nonplus ; 
I aflureS her, with a moft profound bow, 
that though I was not worthy of fuch a 
happinefs, I had an indifpenfable obli- 
gation never to marry. All the blood 
immediately came into her face ? I did 
not know what fhe was going to do, but 
finding her in that diforder, I made 
another bow, faying I would confider 
further on her prope&l; and walked di- 
rectly out of the houfe, defigning to 
leave Venice as foon as my affairs would 
give me leave. Some time after Mon- 
fieur Godart came to me, and told me 
he was forced to do as I did 5 that the 
lady was in fuch an outrageous fury, he 
did not know what might be the confe- 
quepce. Three nights after, as Mon- 
fieur Godart and a young kinfman of 
his, and myfelf, were going towards the 
Rtalto, in the dufk of the evening, four 
ruffians attacked us unawares; two of 
them fet upon me, the other two attacked ' 
Monfieur Godart and his kinfman ; the 
poor young gentleman was run through 
the body the firft pu(h ; I made fhift to 
difable one of my adverfaries, but in do- 
ing h, the other run me through the ribs ; 
but the fword took only part of my body, 
and miffing my entrails, the point went 
out on the fide of my back. Monfieur 
Godart, who, togive him his due, behaved 
with a great deal of courage and bravery, 
had killed one of his men, and wounded 
the other; and the ruffians, feeing us now 
two to two, thought fit to march off as . 
well as they could. I was forced to be 
led to my lodging, not doubting but 
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the wound was mortal, though it proved 
otherwife. The affair made a great noife 
about town : we very rationally fuppofed 
it was Favilla, who had fet the aflaffins 
onj but we knew her to be fo powerful 
with the fenators, that there-was no hopes 
of juftice. While I was recovering, 1 was 
told there was a lady with" two waiting- 
women, delired to fee me on very earneft 
bufinefs, if it would not be incommodi- 
ous to me. (Monfieur Godart would not 
ftir from my bed-fide, for fear of acci- 
dents.) Who fhould this be but Favilla, 
who came all in mourning for my misfor- 
tune ! I pretended to be a dying man, and 
took the liberty of telling her of her way 
of living, to what a difmal pafs her paf- 
fions had brought her; in nne, I faid fo 
much, and begged her, by all that was 
dear to her, to confider her ftate, that, 
burfting into a flood of tears, (he pro- 
mifed me, if I died, me would become a 
penitent nun. I effected fo much by let- 
ters afterwards, that, though I recovered, 
ihe performed her promife. 

The Bolognian lady had heard of my 
misfortune; and, by a goodneYs peculiar 
to the tender fex, particularly with regard 
to Grangers, (he fent often to know now 
I did, with presents of the richeft cordials 
that could be got in Venice. Finding my 
illnefs continued longer than was expect- 
ed, ihe fent me word, that though it was 
not fo decent for her to make the firft vitit, 
me had heard fomuch of my adventures, 
as very much raifed her curiofity to hear 
them from my own mouth, when I was 
capable of conversation without doing me 
any prejudice. I had informed myfelf 
of her character from very good hands; 
fo that I was very curious to converfe 
with a perfbn of thofe incomparable ta- 
lents I heard (he was miftrefe of. She 
was the only woman, next to Ifyphena, 
and the great BanVs daughter, I ever 
much liked in my life. To fum up all in 



(hort, (he came feveral times to fee me, 
inlbmuch that we contracted the mod vir- 
tuous friend (hip, by our mutual inclina- 
tion to learning and the fympathy of our 
tempers, that ever fubfilted between two 
perfons of different fexes. It was on her 
account I refolved to fettle at Bologna ; 
and having fome knowledge in nature 
and phyfick, I took on me that character, 
to be the oftener in her company without 
fcandal. We were neither of us inclined 
to marry. As (he is one of the mod vir- 
tuous women living, and I am pretty 
much advanced in years, being both en- 
tirely mailers of ourfelves, we thought 
our innocent friendftiip could be offenhve 
to no one. What has pafled fince I came 
tQ this town, I do not doubt but your 
Reverences are apprized of. 

This is a true and full account of my 
life hitherto. Whatever is blameable in it, 
I hope your Reverences will pardon, as I 
fubmit it entirely to your judgment, 

[Secretary, As I had the honour to in* 
form you before, we enquired into all 
thefe facts, which he faid happened to 
him in the company of Monneur Go-^ 
dart 5 which finding to be true, we judg- 
ed the reft might be fo. We afked him 
if he would conduct fome of our mif- 
fionaries to that ftrange country he 
mentioned; he told us he would. But. 
not willing to truft him entirely, as not 
knowing what he might do with them 
when he had them in unknown coun- 
tries, we thought fit to give him his li- 
berty firft to go where he would, even 
out of Italy, with affurances, if he came 
back of his own accord, we would 
fend miflionaries along with him. He 
went to Venice and Genoa about his 
concerns, and is now come back, and 
with us; fo that we believe the man to 
be really what he profefles himfelf t» 
be.] 
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